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ML SK GOES WITH TWITTER
POLL, TO SELL TESLA STOCK

Twitter poll with 3.5 million votes backed Elon Musk In drama
of selling a10th of his stock, 58% In favour and 420% against

Four killed; red alert issued to more districts
as depression set to head to north TN coast

Chennai braces
formorerains

SVKRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

FOUR people have died in rain-
related mishaps the last 24
hours in Tamil Nadu, as the
State and its capital struggle to
cope with the onslaught of
rains. Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Monday
warned that isolated extreme
heavy rains (21 cm or more) are
likely in Chennai later this
week with the low pressure
area forming over southeast
Bay of Bengal expect-
#d to intensify into a

Radar relief

lai, Chengalpattu, and Tiruval-
lur, 314 persons have been shel-
tered in 10 relief camps. In
Chennai, Corporation Commis-
sioner Gagandeep Singh Bedi
said 41 boats are on standby for
rescue operations. Residents
were asked to stock up on gro-
ceries and avoid travel.

On Monday, several parts of
Chennai remained inundated,
although only 2cm of rain was
received, while nearly 10,000
cusec of water is released for
reservoirs in and
around the city. Tor-

depression and head  Sriharikota's  rential rains lashed
:owards north TN radarcomesto  Villupuram, Puduch-
Aredalerthas been Chennal'srescue  erry and Kallakurichi

ssued for Chennai,
“hengalpattu,
{ancheepuram, Tiru-
rallur, Cuddalore, Vil-
upuram and Puduch-

as the S-band
doppler weather
radar at Chennal
Port is ‘defunct’
for want of spare

districts in north
coastal TN, which in
Tiruchy residents in
low-lying areas faced
flooding. As dams

:rry. Meanwhile, pansthatneed across the State brim,
SRO's Sriharikotara-  tobeimported  alerts were sent (0 12
{ar, although old, was  while the radar  districts as the Mettur
nade fully operational  atNIOTisnot ~ dam, receiving inflows

o address Chennal's
radar’ crisis

While Chief Minis-
er MK Stalin, for the second
:onsecutive day, visited rain-
ffected spots in the city and
{istributed relief, revenue Min
ster KKSSR Ramachandran
old reporters that in the 24
a0urs ending 6pm on Monday,
17 districts received rains. The
wverage rainfall was 14.2mm
with Chennai district recelving
he maximum of 67.08mm. In
{ancheepuram, Tiruvannama

fully calibrated

of around 27,000 cusec,
is likely to reach full
capacity on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, M Ravichan-
dran, secretary, Ministry of
Earth Sciences told TNIE that
of the four radars in TN region,
Sriharikota and Karalkal are
now fully operational,

“We have sufficlent coverage.
Sriharikota radar can cover the
entfre Chennal reglon and Ka-
raikal radar has dual range,
both short and long range," he
sald CONTINUED ON: P5

+ 1l

Here are the key stats

about the rain, as
announced by minlster
KXSSR Ramachandran

WAS AMEGA TAX LIABILITY THE TRUE RIASON?

Regardless of the poll result, a stock sale may have been inevitable. The
mercurlal billionalre sald the share sale Idea was a reaction to a political
push to make the ultra-rich pay taxes when prices of stock they hold go
up. But analysts say Musk, whose wealth Is mostly held In Tesla shares,
has $10 billion in taxes coming due to stock options that expire next year
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TESLA SHARES SLIDE AFTER POLL RESULT

# At Monday’s opening bell, Tesla’s stock plunged by 6.4% in the
US. Musk ts known for rolling markets with ll-advised tweets

# Tesla's market value recently crossed $1 trillion, making Musk, its
CEO, the world's richest man as he is the largest shareholder with
17% stock. Musk hasn't disclosed the date of the share sale
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3Ndistricts | 14.2mm | 67.08mm mm
InTamil Nadu average (henna received by TN from Oct |
tecelved rains in rainfall fecelvedthe | toNov B - 43% more than
ast 24 hours acoss TN | maxqainfall | normal rainfall (241.2mm)

(Clockwise from top) Residents cross the half-constructed hndge over Kosasthaliyar river, A lady provides food to street dogs
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In Kancheepuram.
Tiwannamala,

Water released from
Chennal's reservoirs

Lake Cubic feet
Poondi reservais 4088
Cholavaram 1215
Puabal 1
(hembarambakham 2144
Veamn | B4
Thervoi Kandigal %
INSIDE |

TOMATO PRICES SHOOT UP TO
1100 DUE TO SHOWERS | P2
FLOOO ALERT ISSUED AS PONNAI
ANAICUT QVERFLOWS | P3

2200 cr for flood mitigation in T Nagar down drain?

NIRUPAMA VISWANATHAN
@ Chennal

THOUGH a whopping 2200
crore has been spent to mitl
gate floods in T-Nagar under
the Smart Citles Misslon In the
last three years, the city's
first monsoon showers seem to
have pushed that money down
the drain.

A large portion of these
funds were spent on area-bused

development programme However, these expensive

In'T Nagar, the Chennai cor- - projects turned out to be in
poration had spent over 2110 vain as the Corporation staff
crores to construct storm- are now forced to remove the

water drains during 2019- /‘\ hunds which were con-

2021 and under ‘area- structed as part of the
based development of Mambalam restoration
project to enable drain-

R ing of water. OMicials

sald 1t was a temporary
measure and that the
bunds will be reconstructed

after the rains.

Smart City Mission,
nearly W0 crore was
spent to restore the
Mambalam canal to help
dispose ralnwater fn the area
to mitigate floods

For the second consecutive
day, the GN Chetty Road which
1s also covered under the area
based development of the
Smul Cities mission, was
watel

“We (houhl the water would
have drained off GN Chetry to-
day as it has [n the rest of the
clty but it hasn't. I hope It
drains off quickly because |
take that road to work every-

day" sald Guruprasad K.

[.

RAFALE PROBE

Fake invoices

for kickbacks
to clinch deal?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@New e

THE Rafale kickbacks scam
took a new turn on Monday
with French investigative
journal Mediapart claiming
that bogus invoices were used
by manufacturer Dassault
Aviation to funnel at least 7.5
million eurvs in commissions
to a middleman to clinch the
fighter jet deal with India.
These payments to Sushen
Gupta were reportedly made
between 2007 and 2012 during
the Congress-led UPA rule at
the Centre. Till the time of

| going to press, there was no

reaction to the report from
either the defence ministry
or Dassault.

Mediapart alleged that
both the CBI and the Enforce-
ment Directorate had docu-
ments to establish the kick-
backs in 2018 but chose to sit
on them. “This was in the
context of the French firm's
long and ultimately success-
ful attempt to secure a 7.8
billion-euro-deal in 2016 to
sell 36 of its Rafale fighters to

| India," it said.
The journal had in July re-
ported the appointment of a
| Frenchjudge tolead the high-
\ |y sensitive judicial investi-
‘w gatlon into suspected corrup-
tion In the inter-governmental
) Jetdeal. In the past, both Das-
f sault and the Indian defence
ministry had denied allega-
tions of corruption in the
contract. And the Supreme
| Court in 2019 had dismissed
petitions seeking a probe into
| the charges of kickbacks.
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Heariy Mmoo AT TR I
varied Intensity over some
southern. interior and delta
dietricts on November 8 In

IMD has forecast rain of  the systom fiezles ot bocavse
of weak northeasterly wimds
Bt they may be mostly light

el an IMDY offelal sakd

&

Atomporary rain shelter at A school In Egrs +

A flooded pathway In K K Nagar; a man carrles
i child niear the Sembakkam lake; a flooded

house In Kolathur

After 14 years, Kudamurutti river
floods residential areas in Trichy

DeepalXarthik £1mesgroup.com

WY

IN NUMBERS

he heavy rainfall in the catch-

T ment areas of the Kudamu-
rutti river, which originates

from PWD's aqueduct, has led to the
waterbody breaching and inundating
several residential areas in Trichy city.
Similar situation prevailed in the Ko-
ralvar river also. After 14 years, river
breaches were reported at multiple
locations of the two rivers in the city
The Koraiyar river that originates
from Thennambadi in Pudukkottal
district collects the run-off water en

‘Encroachments cause
inundation in Trichy

Toves Nows NETwoR

nspecting the discharge of 10000 cuseesof Cauvery wa-

WATER DISCHARGE | FLOW
INRIVERS/ICANAL | CAPACITY
(In cusecs) Uyyakondan
» Uyyakondan | 200 | | 798
» Kudamurutt| 26,000 | Kudamurutt
> Koralyar | 2500 | 1550
» Cawvery | g0 | Korayar |
» Kolfidam | 10,000 C%%Y—I—
FLOODED AREAS 1 akh
Lingam Nagar | Kollan|
Fathima Nagar |
Ralgatager| | 2480
EPudur| A
Karumandapam NI,
routeand at the PWD'saqueductnear  murutti. A walkway to Kuzhumay kened bunds were d
Kuzhumayee Amman temple behind ~ Amman temple was completely sub-  tostop breaches
Trichy district collectorate. The sur-  merged As Kudumuruttis taking copious
pluswater from Koraiyar takesanew ~ ThePWDthat monitored the water quanuu‘esof water, the district admin-
name as Kudamurutti and runs for low said that Trichy Corporation had istration has released 10,000 cusecs of
gkm through the city to merge with  facilitated many discharge outlets in  water into the Kollidam river, a major
the Cauvery. The heavy rain in the residentlal areastorecede theinunda-  food carrier running parallel to Cau-
catchment areas such as Manapparai tion in recent years, another cause for  very. ARer nspecting the Inundated
and Viralimalai flooded the Koraiyar  the increased flow besides thesurplus ~ areas, district collector S Sivarasu
at E Pudur and enhanced the water  rainfall. “The situation Is under con- urged people not to take baths, swim,
flow in the Kudamurutti. The Kuda-  trolas there Is no further rain both in wash clothes and take selfies in the
murutti inundated Fathima Nagar, the city and in the catchment areas. rivers, The Cauvery and Kollidam are
Lingam Nagar and Ramalinga Nagar ~ We expect the flow in the Kudamu-  notattheriskof floodingsince Trichy
inTrichy city Around25,000cusecsof ~ rutti to reach normalcy by Tuesday"  has not received very heavy rainfall,
water was discharged into the Kuda- ~an official source with PWD safd.  officials said.
LESS TRAVEL, MORE VIGIL
Travellers to Chennai Officials asked to monitor rain
cancel tickets situation
iing the adverse weather condtion | ollwing the ncessan rains, the distrit
b In Che“lrx- “imlm' passengers collectors of the central region have expedited the
ve cancelled their plamed tripsto | preparatory works to face the monsoon. Srkazhl and

Q!

AR Ve S L e etterl
oll water from Avadi lows [nto Korattur Rette
“elathur. We need to find alternative med

BT

Rain skips

districts
£ Y hough rains lashed Chen
I nal and a few other dis
trlcts In the western and
central reglon, most parts of the
wuithern districts did not receive
much rain on Sunday and Monday
Fxcept for Peralyur, which re-
ceived 18 1mm rainfall, zero rain-
fall was recorded in the 19 other
rain gauges in Madurai district
Water level In Vaigal dam
climbed to 67.63ft on Monday
morning from 66,83t on Sunday
morning. The second food warn-
ing will be given once the level

CTosses
Superintendent of police of
Madural district V Baskaran on
Monday inspected the prepara-
tions by police personnel to tackle
distress during the monsoon.
Dindigul district collector §
Visakan declared a holiday for
schools in Kodaikanal due to the
anticipated rains. The collector
alsoordered the closuref the state
highway from Kodaikanal to Pert:
yakulam through Adukkam as
there are chances of landslides.
Many parts of Kanyakumari
district received good rains in the
afternoon. Perunchani (45.4 mm),
Chittar [ (42.6 mm), Chittar {1 (385
mm), Pechiparal (32.4 mm) and
Mylaudy (31.2 mm) recorded rain-
fall in just two hours.
Ramanathapuram (1268 mm),
Sivagangai (1026 mm) and Virud-
hunagar (4.28) recorded rainfall in
24 hours till 8am on Monday Rain
damaged 13 huts in Vrudunagar

Earmers worried
over crop loss

Toes News Nerwos
glonal level monltoring 0
A?ﬁ;’:‘n’ﬁl‘“‘" dam s clals were uken;u:o nhiw
o ba L':'.'i":;\s m‘“ﬂl vigil" the collec
ba In around 10 lakh acres |n
the delta districts expressed
concern that their crops will
bedamaged, if the rain contin-
ues for a few more days. In
some areas, the samba trans-
plantation work has also been
affected, farmers said.

Salem district collector
Karmegam on Monday said
that Stanley reservoir in Met-
tur will likely reach its full
capacity (120ft) by Tuesday.
The water level in thedam, on
Monday, stood at 1168

Samba paddy crops trans-
planted in most partsof Than-
javur, Tiruvarur, Nagapatti-
nam, urai, Pudu
kottai and Trichy districts
have been affected due to the
incessant rain. Agriculture
fields with standing crops
have been inundated in sev-
eral areas in the districts and
farmers have been draining
rainwater from the fields.

District collector Dinesh
Ponraj Oliver said that 40 wa:
terbodies including lakes in
the district have attained their
full capacity. Officials have
identified 195 spots that are
vulnerable to breaching, the
collector said. “To face any  check dam constructed
such evenfualities, 45,145sand-  the Amaravathi rivet
bags are made available. Re-  few other waterbodies

As major parts of T\
varur district s a drain
basin, rivers such as
Maraika Koraiyaru, Parr
Kanthaparitcha and K¢
Yaru carry rainwater lea

toinundation of severalt
sands of paddy crop in

Standing paddy crop
inundated in Ammape!

district, district secret;
Tamil Nadu Vivasa
Sangam affiliated to C|
Masilamani said.

Due to bad weathe
high tides, around 3000
ersdid not venture nto!
on Monday in Nagapat
district. District col
Arun Thamburaj has
fishermen not to venty
the sea for two days.

Karur district coll
Prabhushankar insp

Animal activists launch resci

operations,

set up helplines

‘““’#}L‘?h""m""y v ﬂ"{;ﬁlﬁgj‘g‘;‘fmmﬁg Mon | teate catal Aound 1% ofthe | Tharangambadi aluks in Maylladuthural recorded PPN P SN et s
s oo hvea t Trichy Howees,the isrct colcor reserved tickets in every Chelnnal- 31 mm rainfall for the last 24 hours which ended at SRS P m:lah og m Dldll
bkttt i fberss ol B o bus werecancelldon | gam on Monday, whie Kolidam and Maraimedu n s thecity continued to \ M5 e
have caused the hardships and inundation in the city. Sx;‘nd;yaumngdlg ;ﬂg‘hﬁe"m the district received experience heavy rain- COW &nbm]‘mpakkw:m“{
e destlted thewater. | 10 adconme S 24mmand 2mm fall on Monday. animal been stranded ona smé
R | encroachments cancelled theirtickets late on Sunday, ranfal Kdavasal welEireactviss verebusy oo . onasm:
are there. Asa permanent | {0Jowing theneus ofheary ren and inTiruvarur district ducting rescues, rescuing ‘l’enﬁ‘:e“"“':um““d“
olution, we will evictthe | Inundationa parts of Chennai "W reported 212mm stranded animals and settingup A A ‘
encroachments on canals operated around 100 buses on Sunday, el while Tiuvarur helplines. - n‘:néaa:m welfare :
after draining the water, | the fleets were adequate as many received 56 Arun Prasanna, founder, alﬁ?m has beer
Publlc need not panic as | people cancelled thlr ket at the Peoplefor Catlen ndia (PFCD aboutabandoneds
i t | * an offial with SETC M. s volunters had been busy puppies. “Many pupp
theresnothreatof flooding | last momenl” anofficial W dtrictcollecor sy &md:e-‘? n busy nigratbous L
dueto rainfall,"the district | said. Meanwhile, private buses also prabhushankar visied mm 0 m»e dOn Mm we 55k pcrs
ey v YJE"ﬁinﬂ’imfﬁfﬂm"“ : Thrumbods. I Hovmakam Toey callus for help” hesy
10 Kolldam at Mukkombu | passengers toChennalalsocanclled :":"‘d's"i“ colector 7 Where the Cauery been e toa portable generator :g; ;‘r’l‘“‘g":;bﬂndzned their  Activists are also
i ; rabhushankar inspectsa  Bhavanisagar and on the road.” he says, addi street and someone  Vets, volunteers, boats

Tichy callector SSivarasu 50 that the Cauvery Tiver | tei lans. Apartfrom the publc check dam acros " \" he says, adding  glerted us so
the Amaravathirivers thatthe pets were later returned we were able to  lies ready, The helpl

pmggort, il et | otaonises gkt | Aol i rescue t”
barrage ¢ ] el merge, and instructed | totheowner. “Haunted by 2 bers are: PFCI - 98¢
——M ]nﬂzlxﬁgndmagﬁgm plaqned teir g even i ersonal olﬂc?:ls tohavea orles of lh: mlaw;:;ﬁ. Dawn gv illiams, general  Dinesh Baba: 9641585
Amvravati and Noyyal rivers to the Cauvery. The district veces e Wf‘: thelr pansLut | close watch at the water level as water has been are panicking and moving to mhellu;n Cross of India,  5pm), BMAD: 801631
collecoralsosaidhat inevater anks n Thuralyurhave | ®M5€ me ta,caenhabita, caut released from Amaravath! dam. saler locations, leaving their gy, P _Bt“lﬂnmn» tya: 9176047608, Bay
reached ful capacity ater a erlod of 2 years. pets behind. In West Mambal- — yeny py bm“”'(“w Km%mrd;x S 9940188890, Blue Cross
| ! i v
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10K cusecs was released into Kollidam on
Monday evening; people along banks of the
river were asked to move to safer places

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tincty

WITH Mettur Dam nearing its
full capacity, as much as 10, 000
cusecs of water from Cau-
very river was released
into Kollidam river at
Mukkombu barrage
(Upper Anicut) on

a

along with those from other ca-
nalsand rivulets in the district,
drain into the Cauvery, the in-
flow to the river was reduced.
The waters from Cauvery
was diverted to
Kollidam
Speaking to TNIE,
Collector § Sivarasu

Mnnda): evening  Soomed¥  sald, "Inorder tomain.
around 6 pm. Resi- tain the water level at
dents living along the Cauvery, excess water
banks of Cauvery and Ion was diverted to Kolli-
Ko:lidam rivers were dam. The situation is
asked to move to safe closely being
place anticipating dl(sot:f:o?m' monitored."
floods. Due to flooding In
The water level at Message Uyyakondan canal,
Melmfr dam ;‘\lluu((ll al - 9384056213 the waters entered
117,61 feet on Monday the premises of Ku-
and the storage at Tm'"ms lumayi Amman Tem-
89.71 TMC against its mart service ple which is located
full capacity of 93.47 near t. The temple
TMC. While the in- Io‘ was closed for visi-
flow to the dam was tors, Locals came to
29,380 cusecs on Sun- Fire helpline the spot to witness
it dropped to the gushing waters
27,600 on Monday. The and clicked selfies. To
water discharged for 1070 avert any untoward
delta irrigation con- > incidents, police per-
tinued at 100 cusecs,  Statedisaster sonnel were
and for canal irriga-  controlroom  deployed.
tion, it was reduced to The district admin-

350 cusecs from 400 cusecs,
Due to heavy rains, the Uyya-
kondan canal and Koralyur
river were gushing with water,
leaving residentlal areas near-
by submerged. As these waters,

Q

istration has issued a ban on
bathing, swimming, and fish-
ing In the Cauvery and canals
along it. Public are also prohib-
ited to take pictures in danger-
ous and vulnerable locations.

In order to maintain the water level at Cauvery,
excess water was diverted to Kollidam. The situation
is closcly being monitored - Sivarasu, Tiruchy Cllctor
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Water gushing out of Uyyakonan canal slulces on Monday. The Kulumay| Amman Temple located nearby was tlosed after the
water entered the premises. Residential areas nearby wete also Inundated | wx aswox xowas

42 stranded residents rescued

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tinchy

A surge in water flow at Uyya-
kondan canal led to inundation
of residential areas in Kulum-
ani and Pandamangalam on
Monday. The district has been
witnessing continued heavy
rains for the past three days,
causing water logging at sev-
eral places.

The waters were waist-high
and above two-feet at some
places, leaving resldents
stranded. The Fire department
personnel rescued as many as
42 people in Kulumani and Pan-

damangalam areas and shifted
them to safe locatlons.

Speaking to TNIE, Karu-
nakaran, Assistant District
Fire Offcer, said, “Using inflat-
able boats and life jackets, the
fire personnel rescued 42 peo-
ple, including children, in the
two residential areas.”

Banupriya, District Fire Of-
ficer said that troops in all 9
fire stations in the district have
been mobllised and kept ready
to tackle any emergency situa-
tions, Additionally 20 trained
commandos are depolyed for
swift rescue operations.

L) e -

Over 3K cusecs released from Aandankovil check dam in Karur

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Karur

“COLUECTOR M Prabhush-
ankar inspected the Aandanko-
vil check dam as over 3,000
cusec of surplus water was re-

leased from the dam.

The Amaravathl dam in
Tiruppur district received an
inflow of 2,000 cusec due to in-
cessant rain in the catchments
of the dam. Asa precautionary
measure a total of 2,017 cusec
was discharged into the river.
Following this, the Collector,
along with PWD officials, in-
spected the check dam across

Collector T Prabhushankar lnxue(llnglandanlovil theck dam | exveess

the Amaravathi river at Aan-

dankovil Panchayat, where

3,000 cusec was released.
Talking to media persons, he

sald, “In Karur, there are 19
ponds under the control of
PWD out of which two ponds
have reached 75 per cent of Its

capacity through rainwater

. \mc:?ﬂlﬁcdnmm ?;‘%n

chayat Unloris, of' thesé, six
ponds are 75 per cent full, 83
ponds are 50 per cent full and
one pond is 100 per cent full,
There are 833 ponds under the
control of the panchayats,
among them three pools are 100
per cent full, 151 pools are 75
per cent full and 392 pools are
50 per cent full.”

He further said, "The reve-
nue department, PWD, DRDA
and other officials are monitor-
ing the situation 24x7. District

ndmlnls(mllon has been tak
measures, ¢l d
ngeu propem m" rc\em

any life loss. As on' Mdnday, an

elderly woman died in Karur
after she was struck by light-
ning and 50 houses were dam-
aged due to heavy rains, No
livestock loss has been report-
ed till now. Relief has been pro-
vided to all rain affected areas
here."

He asked the Agriculture de-
partment officials to ensure
that farmers drained water
from their fields and assess the
damage to the crops.

== el
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CAUVERY BREATHES EASY AS KOLLIDAM SHARES BURDEN

Residents of Lingam Nagar & Rafalakshmi

Rain worsens plight of
those in low-lying areas

JOSE K JOSEPH @ Tinxhy

THE plight of residents in low-
lying areas were worsened with
heavy rains continuing on
Monday. Areas such as Lingam
Nagar, Gandhl Nagar, Ganapa-
thy Nagar, Akilandeswari Na-
gar, Selva Nagar, GS Nagar wit-
nessed heavy water logging.
Though some areas are usually
prone to water logging, the wa-
ter level rose to more than
expected, residents said.
Those residing on the
banks of Uyyakondan

canal too expressed

fear about the water

level rise. Corporation
officials however said
their team was on high alert
and were taking efforts to en-

sure people’s safety.

“During monsoon, our area
usually faces water logging as
it is in low lying area. But we
never expected water to rise to
this level. It increased during
the early morning hours,” said

WU'M“’M residen of Lin-

Arun Kamar, a resident of
Ganapathy Nagar, said, “Usu-

Pudukal Collector visits affected areas

Pudukkottal: Heavy rains that

night and Monday morning caused water logging at low lylng
areas and submerged crops In areas like Kunnandarkoll In
Viralimalal. Farmers In the village blocked Viralimalai
Manaparral Road for more than an hour. Collector Kavitha
Ramu vislted the affected areas, Including Vengalam Lake In
Kulathur, and took stock of the measures being taken.

-
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Nagar shift to safer places | e asuon eueuy

ally the rainwater will recede
in our areas in three or four
hours. But if there is heavy
rain overnight it takes more
time. Therefore, | sent my eld-
erly mother to my sister’s resi
dence to avold
inconvenience.”

Shiva Kumar. of Akilan-
desward Nagar, urged the civie
body to come take steps to pre-
vent water logging tn his area.

Meanwhile, Corporation =
Commissioner PMN Mu-

jibur Rabuman, said,

“Our team Is continu-

ously monitoring the

water level in low lying

areas, including Lingam

Nagar, whichisoneof the

areas prone to heavy water

logging. We expect the waters

to recede by evening. In Gandhl

Nagar, we have distributed food §

packets. Our team |s takingal
steps to ensure the safety of
residents.”
A senior corporationdfical
r\:zld “Four areas are p;m:‘ﬂ
eavy w ¥
eas u’n- ‘%e‘ﬁnﬁ% il lhg
We are keeping high alert
There is no need to panic.”

lashed Pudukkottal on Sunday
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CHENNAI STAYS IN WITH FINGERS CROSSED

Thu.nderstorms With Heavy
_Ram Forecast For City, TN
Districts on November 10, 11

UTejoomayam
@timesgroup.com

he raln over the
weekend was only
the prelude. Indfa
Meteorological Cen
tre has issued an
orange alert for Tuesday (No-
vember 9) forecasting thunder
storms with heavy rain In the
city and many districts trig:
gered by a low pressure system.
The Nungambakkam
weather statfon (city), with
141cm so far this vear, has al
ready surpassed its annual
normal rainfall of 140cm,
while Meenambakkam (192cm
so far) Is inching towards its
quota of 138cm
The rain forecast for No
vember 9 may Increase on No
vember 10and 11 with heavy to
very heavy and Isolated ex
tremely heavy spells
Theclty, private furecasters
said, may get a break from
heavy raln on November 9 be
fore It pieks up pace on Novem
ber 10 and continues through
November 11 For the next 46
hours, thunderstorms with
moderate raln, heavy ot times
have been forecast over some
clty areas and the suburbs with
the skies remaining generally
cloudy Maximum and minf
mum temperature will be
around 26 degrees C and 24
dogrees €
“The system Is approach
Ing the coust as a depression,”
sald N Puvinrasan, director of
IMD's Area Cyclone Warning
Centre
The low pressure ares |s
Iikely to form under the influ
ence of a cyclonfe eireulation
over southeast Bay of Benyal
and adjoining south Andaman
Sea extending up 1o 5 km
above mean sea lovel "It Is
Iikely to move west-northwest
wards, concentrate into a de
pression and reach north Ta
mil Nadu coast by November
11 early morning,” IMD sald
IMD has forecast raln of
varied intensity over some
southern, Interior and delta
districts on November § In

tensity may Increase on No-
vember 10and 11 with rainfall
ranging from extremely
heavy 1o heavy over many
parts of the state including
Chennal and neighbouring
districts.

On Monday, Nungambak-
kam and Meenambakkam re
corded 14.5mm and 14.8mm till
7.30pm. The northeast mon-
soon has so far left 632.2mm
and 520.4mm in the two sta
tions since October 1, an excess
of 226.4mm and 116 9mm. Ta
mil Nadu recorded 346.1mm
against o normal of 24) 2mm
In the same perlod. Chennai
subdivision registered
547 9mm agalnst 392, 5mm (40%
excess), while nelghbouring
Kanchipuram recorded 17%,
Tiruvallur 31% and Chengal
pet 3% excess.

Mahesh Palawat, Skymet
Weather chlef meteorologist,
tweeted that Chennal got
415mm between November |
and 8, against the average of

SEMBAKKAM ™

"
b\ Moo o I *' ";J"'"r

{ )
—

§74.4mm for November, the
wettest for Chennal

Blogger Pradeep John sald
models showed the system may
move a few hundred kilome
tres Into the land before losing
strength. “There won't be any
break in rainfall. We will con
tinue to receive rain even after
the system fizzles out because
of weak northeasterly winds

I\
But they may be mostly light Y “
spells,” an IMD official sald 5 "ot

\ |

After 14 vears, Kudamurutti river
floods residential areas in Trichy

™ Y THNUMRERS

T &N

MISERY UNABATED: (Clock w15¢ from top) In
Pattalam, people try t0 wade past a flooded
junction; several parts of P2l karanal are stil
submerged; a two-whecler 1ido tries to locate
the road In an inundated streich i
Madipakiam; destitute ch dren recelve food at
a temporary rain shelter 3t 3 school in Egmore;
a flooded pathway in K * \\gar; a man carries
his child near the Semb:: am lake; a flooded
house in Kolathur

civic woes

Komal Gautham & Ram Sundaram | ™y

reas like T Nagar, Alwarpet, Pullanthope, Ve-
lachery, Kolathur, Korattur, and Perambur re
malned water logged even after Sunday evening
when the rain relented not because there were no
drains but because they were efther not constructed
with the proper gradient, slope and Invert levels or
blocks weren't cleared
This, said Jayaram Venkatesan of Arappor lyakkam,
proved the clty hadn't learned any lessons after the 2015

deluge. “Thousands of crores were spent on projects
after 2015 and because the implementing agencles were
corrupt and the officlals didn't monitor the projects well
weare facing a simlar deluge fear now”

Many Public Works Department malntalined water
bodles such as the Velachery surplus canal weren't wid
ened and desllted despite residents writing (o the de

partment in September .’

On Sunday night, newly lald culvertson EVR Pertyar
Salai, near the new C Suraah humwr
police commisslon.
er's office, were of
little helpas only two
of the five meant to
drain water at 1,100
cuble foet per sccond
(cusecs) were con
structed. So, the ex
cess rainwater could
not reach the Buck
Ingham Canal

Insome areas, the
disposul points
weren't linked s per
the notural drain
course such as on
Nelson Manlckam
Road. “It Is a fact that Otterd Nallah, Thanickachalam
anal Kal \ s 4
rain. If we connect all the drains to these canals, how
willthe water draln,” asked a corporation official,

Corporution bullt dralns (n areas such as Korattur
and Korattur didn't function as they were connected to
the main draln on elevated Inner Ring Road.

Mulla) Nagar was flooded because the Kodungalyur

canal breached and not because of heavy rain. All areas
that weren't supposed o drain Into the cana) were con
mected to 8. In'T Nagar, the civic body didn't focus on
the Mambalam canal and removed the blocks only on
Monday In Velachery, dralns werv connected to the lake
that abways overflows Lnstesd of Lo the Adyar river

A corporation engineer sald the civic body would

take corrictive steps In the next monsoon. For Instance,
al) water from Avad| flows nto Korattur, Retter] and
Kolathuz We need to find aternative mensures if we
e 10 de-clog these areas next MONsoon. i +

YEARLY RITUAL: Vehicles wade
past a flooded road in K K
Nagar on Monday

districts

’l"hwunulnmcm
nal and a few other dis

tricts in the western

ontral -
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Farmers worried
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KIS SC proposes Lakhimpur Kheri  CBInot investigating Rafale
investigation by an ex-HC judge *kickbacks, claims Mediapart

T.N. sees 841 COVID-19
cases, six deaths

[

The trend of gradual decline
In fresh COVID-19 infections
inTamil Nadu continued on
Monday, with the State
reporting 841 cases, taking
the tally 10 27,09,080
TAMIL NADU » PAGE 4

‘Complete probe against
Velumaniin 10 weeks
o

The Madras High Court on
Monday directed the
Directorate of Vigilance and
Ant-Corruption to complete
1n 10 weeks its probe in a case
booked against former
Municipal Administration
Minister 5P Veluman over
dlleged irregulantes in the
awarding of civil contracts
TAMILNADU » PAGE 4

Mettur likely to attain
full reservoir level

Sallw

Salem Collector S. Karmegam
said Stanley Reservoirin
Mettur was Ukely to reach its
Tull reservoir level of 120 feet
by Tuesday night

TAMIL NADU » PAGE 4

4 CRPF jawans
shot dead by
colleague

ANUP DUTTA

P.SRIDHAR

DIGPAL/RAIFUR

In a case of fratricide, four
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) personnel
were killed and three In-
jured when their colleague
opened fire on them at the
paramilitary force's camp
in Maraiguda Linglapalli in
Sukma district of Chhartis-
garh early on Monday. The
accused constable has
been arrested.

Probe ordered
~The CRPF has ordered an
inquiry to ascertain the
cause of Incident and sug-
gest remedial measures.
Prima facie, It seems that
due to some emotional
stress leading to sudden
psycmlﬂl‘a’ disbalance,
constable Reetesh Ranjan
Jost control and In a fit of
rage fire an his col-
leagues,” said the CRPF.
CRI'F Dimmr-(knd::
Singh is expect
::u vt: 2uk;‘ﬁ on Tuesday
with senlor oficials o take
stock of the situation.

The incident ok place

at 3.25 am. when consta:
of C-Co
CARREE

LD O » PAGE 8

COmMBATONg

President Kovind
presents over 140
Padma awards
page s
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Idhu hits back at

Punjab Advocate
General APS. Deol
page 9
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CITY ADMYion
Key party conclave set Jadeja, Ashwin set up
{0 cement President India’s big win as coach
XI's grip on power Shastri’s tenure ends
page 11 page 1)
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Court seeks UP. govt. response. says the probe is not going the way it expected

KIUSHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW Of LUt

The Supreme Court on Mon
day asked the Uttar Pradesh
Gavernment's response to a
proposal to appoint a retired
High Court judge, possibly
who served outside the
State, to monitor the invest-
Eation Into the Lakhimpur
Kheri murders and violence

The court highlighied an
urgent need to “infuse fair-
ness and impartality” into
the probe.

“The investgation is not
going the way we expected.
We are here to see that a
proper investigation takes
place. There is a nead 10 ap-
point a retired High Court
Judge to monitor it [investi-
gatlon] without bias,” Chief
Justice of India (CJ) N.V. Ra
mana, heading a Bench also
comprising Justices Surya
Kant and Hima Kohli,
observed

Justice Kant said the re-
tired High Court judge could
independently monitor the
probe till chargesheets were
filed. The count refused to
entertain suggestions from

Questions raised

Why did the SC suggest appointing a retired HC Judge to

Oversee the probe?

8SCfeels effortsareonto | about the violence but later

create an impres- e changed tack to

sion that the two depose In support of

separate FIRs — on the accused in the
farmers’ mur- farmers’ deaths case

ders and the sub- @ ¥ Delay In getting
jent viol nge

TRpem v the forensic ab

—_— reports

W Sevenal “eye- Pk S

witnesses® had ® Police status

come forward reportin SC did not

3aying they wanted to make | show all call record details

statements to the police of the accused

some lawyers to order the
CBI 10 take over from the
State police. “The CBI Is not
the solution (o everything,”
Justice Kant remarked.

Ashish Mishra, son of Un-
ion Minister of Stare for
Home Affairs, Ajay Mishra, is
a prime accused

The suggestion for a
probe by a retred judge
cyme after the court ex-
pressed its waning confi-
dence about the fate of the
investigation at the hands of
the State police.

After more than a month
since the Union Minister's
convoy mowed down farm-
ers attending a rally in Lak-
himpur Kheri protestung the
agricultural laws on October
3, the Spedial Investigation
Team (SIT) has still not got
hold of the forensic Lab re-
ports, “The lab reports are
expected on November I5...
We are following up regular-
ly." senior advocate Harish
Salve, for the State govern-
ment, assured.

The court noted that the

Flood-hit Chennai braces for
intense spell of showers

Many parts of city remain inundated amid intermittent rain

SIT had seized only one mo-
bile phone from the 13 ac-
cused persons in the case
The movement of the ac-
cused at the time of the inci-
dent could be tracked from
their phones.

Mr. Salve responded,
“Some accused sald they do
not have phones

Justice Kohli asked, "Is it
your statement then that
none of the others have mo-
bile phones?” Mr. Salve said
accused at times threw away
thelr phones and claimed
they do not have one.

The court pointed out that
call detail records of the ac-
cused persons' phones were
not specifically listed as part
of evidence in the status re-
port.  Morcover, wideos
showing the cars in the con-
voy running over the farm-
ers were yet to be certified
for use as evidence in the
tnal. Mr Salve agreed thar
the videos, once certified,
would be a “clinching proof™
of the presence of the ac-
cused at the crime scene.

CONTINUKD ON ) PAGE S
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Middleman paid Cong. alleges
(75 million by - »
F)Z.JssraTL]L it alleges 7 duplicity
The Congress an Monday
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT the Modi
NEW DELN) Government of duplicity
French portal Mediapart has saymng Mr. Modi bad once
alleged that Dassaul paid at 5 7 clled the Infian firm
least €7.5 milllon to middle- Fmmeccanica. the parent
man Sushen Gupta from company of Apsa West-
2007 to 2012 through “over land - now known 25
billed* IT contracts with a Leanardo SpA - “corrupt”
shell company to secure the  The deal was for the but was now ready i rade
€757billion Rafale deal with  purchaseof 36 Rafalejets st With the ame frm.» mar o
India. acostof €287 billon. «x»
Italso alleged that despite
the existence of related pap-  case, based on disclosures  ter of request seeking infor-
ers since October 2018, the  made by Rajiv Saxena, who  mation in the chopper deal
Central Bureau of Investiga-  was deported from the Unit-  case. A week earlier, on Oc-
tion (CBI) has not yet taken  ed Arab Emirates. tober 4, 2018, the CBI got a
up a probe. The larter disclosed that complaint alleging corrup-
A response from the CBI  Interstellar  Technologies tion in Rafale deal from k-
to the allegation s sull was controlled by Mr. Gupta  wyer Prashant Bhushan and
awaited. and another accused, Gau-  former Union Minister Arun
The probe agencies have @wm Khaitan. The funds Shourie.
accused Mr. Gupta of being  were further transferred by “_His (Sushen Gupa's)
mstrumental in the routing  him to other entities in diffe  Maurman company, Inter-
of commissions in the 2010  rent countries. stellar T re
AgustaWestland VVIP chop- cetved at least €7.5 million
per deal via Mauritius-based  Documents sent to CBl from the French aviation
shell company Interstellar  Accordingtothe Frenchpor-  firm between 2007 and
Technologies Ltd. and sever-  tal's report, the Anorney 2012, thanks to IT contracts
al other such entities. General’s office in Maurius  that were cearly overbills,™
In March 2019, the Enfor-  had sent the documents to  s2id the Medzapart report.
cement Directorate (ED) ar-  the CBI Director on October
rested Mr. Gupta in that 11, 2018, in response toales-  CONTINUED OM» 2asE 8

‘Post-monsoon’ demand led to power deficit: Govt.

Shortfall in output reversed, says Power Ministry

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

STW DELMI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
e

For the second day, many
parts of Chennai were inun-
dated as intermittent show-
ers continued through Mon-
day. However, the water
level had receded at several
locations that reported sev-
ere inundation on Sunday.

The city and Its neigh-
bouring districts are likely to
face more days of intense
rain,

With a fresh weather sys-
tem brewing in the Bay of
Bengal, the Indla Meteoro-
logical Department has is-
sued red and orange alerts
particularly for coastal and
adjoining Interlor districts
on November 10 and 1l

vely.

“Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
continued to Inspect various
waterlogged locations In the
city, Including Mullal Nagar
in Perambur and Annal Sath-
ya Nagar, for the second con-
secutive day, He distributed
relief materials to residents
in Royapuram and Mahakav)
Bharathiyar Nagar and also
Instructed officials to take
swift remedial action.

Most of the maln roads in
south Chennal were clear as

Safe exit: A family shifting chil
Chennal on Monday. 5.asu
the water drained gradually,
However, residents of many
parts of central and north
Chennal struggled with wa-
terlogging for the second
day. Pullanthope, Kodam-

among the worst-affected
areas, Several localides also
had to grapple with long
power outages due (o the in-
cessant rain.

According to the Greater
(Chennai Corporation, water
had receded In 110 out of the
317 locations that reported
flooding on Sunday, Of the
16 clty subways that wit-
nessed flooding, water has
been drained In 14 of them
and the remaining two

bakkam and T. Nagar were

dren In an inflatable bath tubin

would also be free of rainwa-
ter soon, the authorities
said. The civic body has allo-
cated U4 crore for additional
machinery to mitigate flood-
ing and opened more lines
for its helpline 1913
Commissioner - Gagan-
deep Singh Bedi visied
flooded areas such as T. Na-
gar and Mambalam canal.
While the clty Is still grap-
pling with inundation from
the prevailing cyclonle elreu:
lation, a new low pressure
area s likely to develop over
the southeast Bay of Bengal
and nelghbourhood around
November 9 (Tuesday).

CONTINUED ON » PAGE S

India’s power deficit this
year ‘spiked marginally’ ro
1.2% due to the ‘annual
POSt-monsoon pressure’ on
output, the Government
said In a statement on Mon-
day, asserting that the defi.
cit has been ‘near about
wiped oul’ in recent years,
“The current year, up till
October, It (the power defi-
cit) has been -1.2%; the mar-

gnal spike being anributa-  Through  the  muli-  mand being met, except for

ble to the annual pronged, comprehensive an  exremely marginal
postmonsoon pressure on - and aggressive interven-  shortfall of less than I, 1o
power output. This is also  tions of the government, several schemes intro-
likely to normalise by the  this deficit is near about duced by the government
end of the year,” the Power Wiped out, consistently ov- aver the past six years ‘10
Ministry said in a state-  er the Last three years: - 4% address the unhappy sirua- |
ment, contrasting the fi-  in 202021, 7% in 201920 tion".

gure with deficit levels of
up (o 16% some years ago.

w

installed power capact- ¢

= country has been
om

Vast imp
*“India had a massive power
deficit of -16.6% In 2007-08.
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L55.377 megawatt In last
an acutely power deficit approximately
country toasituation of de-  years,” it concluded.
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