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A HUGE NUMBER OF BURNS
OCCUR IN LOW-MIDDLE INCOME
COUNTRIES, AFFECTING THE
POOREST AND MOST VULNERABLE
SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION -
CHILDREN AND WOMEN.

BURNS ARE ACCIDENTS THAT
HAPPEN BECAUSE OF POVERTY.
THE USE OF OPEN FLAMES FOR
COOKING, HEATING OR LIGHTING,
AS WELL AS UNSAFE LIVING

CONDITIONS RESULT IN MANY
ACCIDENTS. BUT BURNS ARE ALSO THE RESULT OF VIOLENCE, ESPECIALLY VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS.

FOR VICTIMS IN POOR COUNTRIES, SEEKING CARE IS AN UPHILL BATTLE:

- INADEQUATE FIRST AID: A BURN IS TREATED WITH FOLK REMEDIES THAT AGGRAVATE
INFECTION.

- DIFFICULTY GETTING MEDICAL CARE: IN SOME REMOTE AREAS OF NICARAGUA, A
BURN VICTIM MUST TRAVEL AT LEAST TWO DAYS BEFORE REACHING A BURN CENTER.

- LACK OF MEDICAL RESOURCES: IN A HOSPITAL IN INDIA, DEATH RATE OF ADMITTED
BURN PATIENTS IS ALMOST 60%.

- ABSENCE OF REHABILITATION SERVICES: IN AFRICA, THE WOUND ON A PATIENT’S
ARM IS LEFT TO HEAL BY ITSELF. A YEAR LATER, HIS ARM IS FUSED TO HIS CHEST.
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IN ORDER TO HELP BURN PROFESSIONALS IN LOW-MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES BUILD
THEIR CAPACITIES TO OFFER BETTER SERVICES TO LOCAL BURN SURVIVORS AND ENSURE
THAT NO ONE MISSES RECEIVING APPROPRIATE CARE DUE TO POVERTY OR LACK OF
RESOURCES, SUNSHINE SocliAL WELFARE FOUNDATION HAS BEGUN AN INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION PROGRAM BASED ON KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER AND CAPACITY BUILDING.

BY TRAINING BURN REHABILITATION PROFESSIONALS DURING WORKSHOPS AND
TRAININGS HELD IN OUR PARTNERS' COUNTRY, OR DURING INTERNSHIPS HELD IN
TAIWAN, WE MAXIMIZE IMPACT: ONE BURN PROFESSIONAL TRAINED CAN THEN APPLY NEW
SKILLS TO IMPROVE THE PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOSOCIAL OUTCOME OF MANY BURN
SURVIVORS.

TRAINING DIRECTLY BENEFITS BURN PROFESSIONALS AND THEIR ORGANIZATION.
STAFF GAINS SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE, THEIR CONFIDENCE INCREASES, THEY PROVIDE
MORE EFFECTIVE CARE, THEIR MOTIVATION AND THE SATISFACTION THEY GET FROM
WORK IS ENHANCED. OVERALL, BURN REHABILITATION SERVICES OF THE
ORGANIZATION ARE IMPROVED.

TRAINING EVENTUALLY BENEFITS BURN SURVIVORS: THROUGH BETTER CARE,
COMPLICATIONS FROM BURNS ARE REDUCED, BURN SURVIVORS HAVE A BETTER
CHANCE OF LIVING A FULL, ACTIVE, AND INDEPENDENT LIFE.



SUNSHINE’S FIRST CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT

EMPOWERING BURN PROFESSIONALS IN CENTRAL AMERICA

SUNSHINE’S FIRST CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT HAS TARGETED BURN REHABILITATION
PROFESSIONALS IN CENTRAL AMERICA. WITH THE FULL FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF TAIWAN, SUNSHINE FOUNDATION AND ITS PARTNER
APROQUEN (AsociacioN Pro-NiIRos QueEMADbos DeE NICARAGUA) ORGANIZED AN
INTENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAM IN NICARAGUA ON OcToBER 201! | TO TEACH FIVE
SEAMSTRESSES FROM Nicaracua, PANAMA, HONDURAS, GUATEMALA AND THE
DoMINICAN REPUBLIC ADVANCED TECHNIQUES TO PRODUCE PRESSURE GARMENTS.

SuNsHINE AND APROQUEN ARE
CONTINUING THE PROJECT FOR
ANOTHER THREE YEARS (2012-2014),
EXPANDING ITS SCOPE BY TEACHING
TECHNIQUES FOR MORE TYPES OF
GARMENTS, BUT ALSO BY INCLUDING
FIVE THERAPISTS FROM THE
SEAMSTRESSES’ ORGANIZATION, IN
ORDER TO STRENGTHEN COOPERATION
BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE BURN
REHABILITATION TEAM.

AFTER TWO YEARS, IMPACT OF THE PROJECT IS ALREADY VISIBLE. IN NICARAGUA,
APROQUEN HAS COMPLETELY TRANSFORMED ITS PRESSURE GARMENT SERVICE. THEIR
SEAMSTRESS OVERCAME MANY INITIAL DIFFICULTIES TO MASTER THE NEW TECHNIQUES
AND NOW, SHE IS SELF-CONFIDENT IN PRODUCING GARMENTS USING TECHNIQUES
TAUGHT BY SUNSHINE.



IN THE END, IT'S BURNED
CHILDREN LIKE LITTLE JOSEF
WHO BENEFIT FROM THE NEW
TECHNIQUES ACQUIRED BY BURN
PROFESSIONALS.

Now FOUR YEARS OLD, JOSEF WAS
SCALDED WHEN HE WAS THREE. HE HAS
HAD TO UNDERGO REHABILITATION AT
APROQUEN’s cLINIC, AS WELL AS
WEAR PRESSURE GARMENTS TO
CONTROL THE GROWTH OF HIS SCARS.
ADULT BURN SURVIVORS GENERALLY
FIND WEARING PRESSURE GARMENTS
VERY UNCOMFORTABLE. ONE CAN ONLY
IMAGINE HOW LITTLE CHILDREN FEEL
WEARING THESE GARMENTS 23 HOURS A
DAY FOR UP TO ONE YEAR.

HOWEVER, JOSEF’'S MOTHER SAID THAT
THE GARMENTS MADE USING THE NEW
TECHNIQUES ARE NOT ONLY EASIER TO
PUT ON AND TAKE OFF, BUT THEY ALSO
FIT BETTER, THEY ARE MORE
COMFORTABLE, AND THEY DO NOT
CAUSE BLISTERS DUE TO FRICTION LIKE
THE OLD GARMENTS USED TO. BECAUSE
OF THIS, JOSEF IS ALSO MORE WILLING
TO WEAR THE GARMENT AND IN THE END,
HIS SCARS HAVE VISIBLY IMPROVED.




WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO
CONTINUE EXPANDING OUR
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
PROJECTS AND HELP IMPROVE
BURN REHABILITATION
SERVICES WORLDWIDE!

YOU CAN DONATE TO SUNSHINE FOUNDATION THROUGH:

GLoBALGIVING WEBSITE:
HTTP://GLOBALGIVING.ORG/PROJECTS/TRAIN-BURN-REHABILITATION-PROFESSIONALS
(DoNATIONS MADE THROUGH GLOBALGIVING ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE IN THE US).

SUNSHINE FOUNDATION WEBSITE:

HTTP://WWW.SUNSHINE.ORG.TW/ENGLISH/DONATION.ASP
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