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In January 2015, Western Rivers Conservancy completed an assemblage of land that protects some of the most important fish and 
wildlife habitat in Oregon’s Willamette River basin. The effort, which conserves 429 acres along the lower North Santiam River,      
prevents a gravel mine and sets the stage for one of the most significant floodplain restoration projects in the valley. Over the course of 
the project, which began in 2011, WRC acquired and held two key adjacent farms, identified a long-term steward, assembled over $5 
million in funding and conveyed the lands to the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde. When the Tribe acquired the first property in 
2013, it named the lands “Chahalpam,” meaning “Place of the Santiam Kalapuya People” in Kalapuyan. We conveyed the second farm 
to the Tribe in January 2015, completing the assemblage. The Tribe will now manage the area for the sake of the North Santiam’s fish 
and wildlife, especially the recovery of spring Chinook, winter steelhead, Oregon chub and Pacific lamprey.                      Steve  Terrill  Photo       

North Santiam River, Oregon: Completing “Chahalpam” 

             Klamath River and Blue Creek, California: Expanding a Globally Important Salmon Sanctuary 

Western Rivers Conservancy pushed ahead in March 2015 in our effort to create a major cold-water salmon sanctuary in the heart of 
the Klamath-Siskiyou, one of the earth’s biodiversity hotspots. We successfully completed our third land acquisition on the Klamath 
River and Blue Creek, which brings us three-quarters of the way toward conserving 47,000 acres in partnership with the Yurok,        
California’s largest Native American tribe. Once our efforts at Blue Creek are finished, the Klamath-Siskiyou will be home to one of 
the most important salmon sanctuaries on the West Coast. Sixteen miles upstream from the Pacific, this refuge will help ensure that 
salmon, steelhead and the region’s remarkable wildlife have a safe haven forever.                                                                       Dave Jensen Photo 


