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ADVOCATES FOR EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE (ADVEJI)

Strengthening Legal Action (litigation) to end Child Marriage and other forms of Sexual Violence against Children (SVAC) in Uganda.


QUARTERLY PROJECT REPORT

January 2021

	Project Title: Strengthening Legal Action (litigation) to end Child Marriage and other forms of Sexual Violence against Children (SVAC) in Uganda



	Activities;
· Conduct Centralised Legal Aid support to at least 105 survivors of child marriage and SVAC.
· Organise 6 mobile legal Aid clinics in 2 sub counties of Mukono and Kayunga districts.
· Conduct 3 sensitisation meetings on Child Rights and Sexuality.
· Meeting the Clerk to the Speaker of Parliament to fast-track the Social Affairs Committee discussion of the Marriage and Divorce Bill
· Holding a 3rd Planning meeting with UWOPA members
· Documentation of  Defilement case stories
· Conduct media engagements with major media houses.
· Learning and sharing event with Partners held on 17th March 2019
· Meeting with Ministries of Gender and Justice officials, Uganda Law Reform Commission to harmonise strategies to amend the Customary Marriage (Registration) Act held on 29th May 2019
· Meeting with members of Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Children (UPFC) on 6th June 2019

	Period: 23rd September 2020 to 31st December 2021



1. Background and Introduction 	
The Strengthening Legal Action (litigation) to end Child Marriage and other forms of Sexual Violations against Children in Uganda is a sixteen months project running from 23rd September 2020 to 31st December 2021. The project is implemented by Advocates for Equal Justice Initiative (ADVEJI) with support from Network of Public Interest Lawyers (NETPIL) and Humura Vulnerable Children and Youth Support Organisation (HUVUSCO). The broad objective of the project is to address the ever rising cases of child marriage and sexual violence against children through litigation and advocacy engagements with key stakeholders.

Child marriage and SVAC continue to be a problem in Uganda. The minimum age of marriage for both girls and boys is 18 years, but a girl can marry at 16, 17 or 18 years with parental/ guardian consent under the Customary Marriages Registration Act sections 11&32 (1973) and under the Hindu Marriage and Divorce Act section 2 (1961). According to UNICEF 2016 statistics, Uganda has one of the highest child marriage prevalence rates in the world at 40%. Nearly one in every two girls in Uganda is married before their 18th birthday. The government of Uganda has made some efforts in developing policies and enacting laws, action plans and strategies to end the child marriages for instance in June 2015, the Ministry of Gender Labor and Social Development launched the National Strategy to End Child Marriage and Teenage Pregnancy 2014/15-2019/2020. 
Further according to the Uganda Police Traffic and Crime Report (2019) defilement remains one of the three highest committed crimes in Uganda for the third straight year with tens of thousands of girls defiled in communities across the country. There are also increased cases of child prostitution especially along highway towns and the evolving Online Child Sexual Exploitation (OCSE) due to advancement in and access to technology in Uganda.

Specific Objectives of the Project Include;
· To provide accessible and free/affordable legal support to victims of child marriage and SVAC in communities.
· To conduct community sensitization outreaches on the laws/policies protecting the rights of children.
· To advocate for change in laws and policies to end child marriage by petitioning the Uganda Parliament through the Speaker to deliberate upon and pass the Marriage Bill 2017.
· To increase public discourse on harmful consequences of child marriage and SVAC by putting the issues on the national agenda through the mainstream and social media.
· To strengthen the coordination and collaboration among CSOs advocating against child marriage and SVAC in Uganda.
The above objectives will be achieved through; 
· Provision of legal aid services to vulnerable people in communities.
· Community outreach programs on child rights and civic obligations of parents and communities.
· Convening CSOs in Uganda to draft the Parliamentary Petition for the Marriage and Divorce Bill 2009
· Mobilizing the women caucus of Uganda Parliament and CSOs in Uganda to develop and implement an advocacy and lobby strategy for the Marriage and Divorce Bill 2009 targeting different actors – legislators/ key decision makers and key opinion leaders on issues of child marriage and SVAC to ensure the bill is passed into law and;
· Supporting journalists to document and report incidences of child marriage and SVAC as a human rights violation.
The project is expected to bring about the following results/outcomes
· 105 survivors of child marriage and SVAC supported through litigation
· Petitioning the Speaker of Parliament on expediting the process of enacting the Marriage and Divorce Bill, 2009 into an Act.
· Increased awareness among the public, law makers and the girls on the dangers of child marriage and SVAC and the need to end the vice.
· Continuous public discussions and debates by various actors on ending child marriage and other harmful practices against children.


2. Context:
Legal Context
The current legal atmosphere, in as far as ending child marriages and other harmful sexual practices against children is concerned, is both encouraging and frustrating. The situation is frustrating because the principal legislations to end both vices have been on the shelves of Parliament for a while now. These bills are the Marriage and Divorce bill 2009 and the Sexual Offences Bill. However, on a good note, recently, prominent legislators, civil societies and other activists have rallied around these bills and the campaign to retable these bills on the floor of parliament is steadily gaining nationwide traction. The enactment of these bills into law will provide an enabling environment in the fight against the rampant child marriages in the country. The marriage and Divorce Bill 2009 particularly sets the age of marriage at 18 years in accordance with the constitution and provides for consent for contracting parties in a marriage and not parents and guardians as is provided for under the customary marriage Act. The Sexual offences bill, inter alia, provides for harsher penalties for perpetrators of sexual violence against children. There is also the legal Aid Bill, 2011 which provides for access to legal aid services for all Ugandans. However this bill has to been stuck on the shelves of Parliament because of financial implications setbacks. Consequently poor and vulnerable Uganda continue to face the hurdle of access to justice.

Social Cultural Context;
Uganda is largely a patriarchal society with males dominating the social, cultural, economic fabrics of society. Because of such brief systems, the girl child is still viewed as an object of sex, marriage and labour. This explains why traditional leaders have been hesitant to enforce positive change and attitudes towards the girl child. Because of this narrow conceptualization, the girl child especially has been denied equal opportunities as their male counterparts like education which in turn has compounded the problem of child marriage and SVAC in Uganda. This social-cultural setting has been a huge impediment towards our efforts in ending child marriages and SVAC especially during community engagements. However, the enactment of the Marriage Act and repealing of the customary marriage law is expected to help in addressing these social-cultural issues.

Economic and Political Context; 

Uganda’s economic and social landscape is skewed in favor of men. There is no equal power relations since both fabrics are male dominated. Men dominate areas of leadership, control land and its produce even though women provide labour, men dominate the labour and private sectors. This has greatly disadvantaged women and girls since they lack both the means and capacity to challenge the unfair male dominance. For example, one of the major causes of the delay in enacting the Marriage and Divorce Bill was because of a “contentious” clause on Cohabitation which allowed cohabitation between man and woman to automatically be legally declared as married after 5 years of cohabitation, in essence entitling property sharing in event of dissolution of this marriage. This was viewed as a ploy by women to take men’s property.  This example shows how men’s superior political and economic powers are used to subjugate women. In such power relations, it becomes difficult for women and girls to stand up and demand for their rights or, worse still equal rights with their stronger male counterparts. This partly explains why our communities have been slow in fully embracing the fight against child marriages that majorly affect the girl child.
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3. Achievements 

	Planned Activities 
	Accomplishments
	Immediate result
	Beneficiaries reached

	
	
	
	Women
	Men
	Girls
	Boys

	Conduct Centralized Legal Aid support to at least 105 survivors of child marriage and SVAC.
	ADVEJI has identified and supported 10 cases of defilement and 3 cases of child marriage in Kasese, Mukono, Wakiso and Kampala districts
	5 cases of defilement are currently in courts of law.
	2
	N/A
	11
	N/A

	Organise 6 mobile legal Aid clinics in 2 sub counties of Mukono and Kayunga districts.
	
	ADVEJI has so far organized 2 legal aid clinics at karagi, mukono district. Nine survivors of defilement and child marriage were supported
	Formation of Karagi Community Rights Protection committee.
	1
	1
	6
	1

	Conduct 3 sensitisation meetings on Child Rights and Sexuality.

	
This activity will commence in the second quarter
	
N/A
	
N/A
	
N/A
	
N/A
	
N/A

	Meeting the Clerk to the Speaker of Parliament to fast-track the Social Affairs Committee discussion of the Bill 

	ADVEJI team held a meeting with the Clerk and Personal Assistant to the speaker on 7th November 2020 in the Parliamentary Canteen and again on 29th November 2020 in the Speaker’s office at Parliament.

	ADVEJI signed petition was officially handed over to the Committee on Gender, Labour and Social Development for discussion.


	N/A
	1
	N/A
	N/A



	Holding a 3 Planning meetings with Uganda Parliamentary Women Association (UWOPA) members at Parliament  

	ADVEJI team held a planning meeting with Honorable members of Parliament including Hon.Khainza Justine, Hon. Baba Diri Margret, Hon.Lucy, Hon.Karungi Elizabeth who were led by their Vice Chair Hon.Lamwaka Catherine
	The MPs made a resolution to work with other associations like the Gender committee and Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Children to jointly lobby for the enactment of the Marriage bill.
ADVEJI National Coordinator was given VIP Entry clearance for easy access of Parliament during his regular lobby and advocacy engagements.
	6 Women MPs
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Documentation of case stories 

	All case stories collected in this reporting period and the recent ones have been documented as evidence-based advocacy tool against child marriage and SVAC.
	From some of these cases, some of the victims have turned into girls’ champions who are sharing their stories and advocating for an end to sexual violence against children in their communities.
	N/A
	`N/A
	4 Girl champions

 
	 N/A

	Media Engagements with major media houses 
	ADVEJI Project team has engaged media houses including 2 shows on Uganda Broadcasting Corporation TV and Daily monitor newspaper.
	Increased public visibility and support of anti- child marriage campaigns.


	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Learning and sharing event with Partners.

	ADVEJI will organize a learning and sharing meeting with key stakeholders towards the end of the second quarter.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Meeting with Ministries of Gender and Justice officials, MPs, Uganda Law Reform Commission to harmonise strategies to amend the Customary Marriage (Registration) Act.

	This activity is scheduled to take place in the second quarter
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Meeting with members of Inter- religious Council and Uganda Parliamentary Forum for Children (UPFC) 

	ADVEJI team met with UPFC members at Parliament to receive updates on the progress. The Marriage and Divorce bill 2009 was now amended. It is now called the Marriage bill after sections of the religious leaders opposed infusing Marriage and Divorce together.
	Inter Religious Council made a resolution to support the fight against child rights and organized a press conference to officially announce this important declaration.
The amended Marriage bill will soon be tabled in Parliament.
	03
	02
	N/A
	N/A








Summary of Activities and how they have helped to Achieve Results:
· Working and making close follow ups with the clerk to the speaker has tremendously helped in pushing the issues of child rights on top of the agenda of the committee on Gender. Because of the petition, the committee has organised public discussions to collect view from the public on issues of child marriages, defilement and teenage pregnancies. The recent public outcry has now moved Parliament to action. The Deputy speaker of Parliament has now called for the Marriage bill to be re-tabled on the floor of Parliament for further debating and eventual enactment.
· Partnering with religious leaders through their umbrella association, the Inter Religious Council of Uganda has helped build general public consensus and support in the campaign against child marriages. The inter religious council together with the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council, that was initially hesitant to support the campaign against child marriages, have now declared their support for the Marriage bill and the fight against child marriages in the country.
· Continuous engagements with members of Parliament and top Government officials in line ministries has helped to exert reasonable pressure on legislators and ministries to lobby for bills like the Sexual Offences bill and Marriage bill that will be key in the fight against child marriage. This fulfils the project objective of supporting change in law to end child marriages.
· ADVEJI has worked closely with other civil society organisations through joint collaborations which have supported the campaign against child marriages in their respective areas of operation. For example, Uganda Women Network (UWONET) worked with ADVEJI to petition the speaker of Parliament to support the ending of child marriages through legislations.	
		
Outcome on the beneficiaries (women and girls) in the target project locations. 
Some survivors of child marriage and SVAC have been supported to return to school and provided with scholastic materials and counselling. For example, in Mukono District, 3 girls now have been returned to school and supported to keep in school.  
The emergence of girl champions that include teenage mothers, victims of defilement who are now advocating for an end to child marriage in their respective regions.
There is also increased community response and people agency in tackling cases of sexual exploitation of girls and gender-based violence in communities.
More partner CSOs like AFRIPAD Uganda, Raising Teenagers Uganda have focused their efforts on keeping girls in school through provision of life skills, re-usable sanitary pads making, engaging parents to provide food for children at school, among others.
In most households, girls are now receiving the same social acceptance and support as boys. Parents/guardians are paying the same attention to the girl child and ensuring that they share the same opportunities like education, health care just like the boys.

In the communities of Kayunga, central Uganda and Fort portal districts, western Uganda, Girls’ social clubs were launched by ADVEJI Partners where girls collect data on issues affecting them and report these on both local and national platforms for redress.




5. Challenges and Opportunities 
In the reporting period, ADVEJI faced a challenge of powerful Political, religious, traditional and Local Government leaders who fought so hard to frustrate any discussions on the Marriage and Divorce bill. This was the biggest challenge in this period and it almost rendered all the efforts so far invested in this process futile. 
The other challenge has been logistical issues due to lack of resources relative to the task beforehand especially in advocacy engagements. However, ADVEJI has tried working through partners and other CBOs engaged in similar work to sustain the project activities. 
In terms of opportunities, the current support from both the speaker and deputy speaker of Parliament to support all efforts to end child marriage and SVAC and to support the enactment of the Marriage and divorce bill is a huge opportunity to leverage.
The recent support from the Uganda Muslim Supreme Council to campaign against child marriages is another opportunity since some sections of the public viewed Islamic laws as enablers of child marriages.
The existence of a nation-wide network of CSOs that have dedicated their resources to campaign against child marriages is another big opportunity that must be seized. 
a. Risks and risk mitigation measures and sustainability
	Risk
	Risk Mitigation Measure 
	Status

	In this reporting period, ADVEJI has not faced any serious risk save for blanket accusations by some political leaders who view our advocacy work to protect children from abuse as unwarranted.
	ADVEJI continues to use evidence-based data that is validated by people in communities to implement its projects, without fear or favor, for the benefit of children. 
	There are occasional clashes in different platform but this has not affected our work or its impact.



Sustainability:
Training of girl champions who will continue advocating for the girl child protection after the phase out of this project.
Most of our partners especially CBOs in communities have integrated the campaign against child marriage and SVAC in communities in their programming which will be sustained.
From the experience of implementing this project, ADVEJI has integrated legal aid services in its programming. This project will continue to support efforts aimed at educating young girls on the laws, policies, ordinances that promote their rights and also offer legal support to the victims of sexual violence.
ADVEJI has closely worked with communities, CSOs, private sector, religious institutions and Government agencies. These institutions will sustain the campaign against child marriage in future.
The expected enactment of the Marriage and Divorce bill will create an enabling environment for the protection of the girl child against child marriage.

Recommendations:
· There is need to engage more male Members of Parliament so that we have males championing the fight against child marriages. Such members can also support legislations that promote the rights of children especially the girl child.
· Establish district level Girls’ clubs nationwide, a platform where girls can freely articulate their issues to both local and national leaders for redress.
· Partner with institutions engaged in public legal works like Uganda law society, legal Aid to provide critical guidance on laws and legislative processes to fast-track enactment / amendment of relevant laws.
· ADVEJI participating in the process of pushing for the enactment of Succession Act as this will complement the marriage bill in addressing child marriages.
· Conduct periodic retreats for key members of Parliament for lobby and advocacy engagements.
· Invest more resources in media engagements through TV shows, radio programs and print media to generate public interest and agency on issues of child marriages.
· Continue conducting dialogue meetings with religious and cultural leaders to create awareness about the Marriage and divorce bill and related policies/strategies like the National Sexuality Framework that is key in sexuality education.

7. Planned Activities for next quarter 
	Activities for the Next Quarter 
	Timeline 

	2 planning meeting 
	January 2021

	Learning and Sharing Meeting
	February 2021

	Meeting with Ministries of Gender and Justice officials, MPs, Uganda Law Reform Commission to harmonise strategies to amend the Customary Marriage (Registration) Act.

	March 2021

	Collection and documentation of more case stories.
	March 2021

	Meeting with Gender, Labour and Social Development
	February 2021

	Conduct 3 sensitisation meetings on Child Rights and Sexuality.
	March 2021

	Media engagements on issues of ending child marriage and SVAC and how they could intervene
	April 2021

	Publication of newsletter from case stories
	April 2021

	Information and Communication materials
	December 2019




Photo gallery and Publications.

https://thedailybreadnews.com/covid-19-response-a-delicate-nexus-between-law-enforcement-and-human-rights/
https://www.monitor.co.ug/OpEd/Commentary/Is-Covid-creating-human-rights-crisis-in-Uganda-/689364-5591304-qemrslz/index.html
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JFCU advocacy collaborations with UWOPA and UPFC will soon see the Marriage and Divorce bill on the Order Paper for discussion.





ADVEJI National coordinator writing on the problem of street children that promotes child marriage SVAC in Uganda.
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her ministry’s achievements
during the National Resistance Movement
‘manifesto week.

First, I must admit that the minister was
Tight. The Ministry of Gender retains the
‘mandate of removing children from the
streets. Secondly, as a child rights advo-
cate, I have found the minister to be one of
the most passionate advocates of children
rights and have been a happy witness of her
personal and official (mainly as First Lady)
initiatives to support vulnerable children
across Uganda beyond her well known role
at UWESO. So where is the problem?

‘The problem is that we have failed to ap-
preciate that the causative factors behind
the ever-growing trend of children living
on the streets are multi- dimensional.

In a sense, this means that any inter-
ventions aimed at solving this problem
requires an all round or a holistic approach
that may transcend the lineal mandate of
the Ministry of Gender.

For example, a survey titled ‘The phe-
homenon of street children’ conducted in
Wakiso, Mukono and Kampala districts in
2018, showed that more than 50 per cent of
children on the streets were school drop-
Duts - children who had dropped out of
schools due to a myriad of challenges such
s lack of scholastic materials, school dues,

Ministry of Education can help :
end problem of street children

K P L
mnm.mmwmm:,
among others.

So, whereas the Ministry of Gender re-
tains the mandate to remove such children
off the streets, the question is what hap-
pens when such rescued children cannot
return to school because of the push factors
that forced them out of school in the first

?

‘The high prevalence of school dropout
rate in some regions in Uganda is a policy
issue that the Ministry of Education must
address as a primary prevention approach
to stem the problem of children living on
the streets.

The other problem is that there seems
to be lack of an inter-ministerial coordina-
tion framework that would ideally help in
addressing crosscutting issues among gov-
ernment agencies and departments. And
because of this, one government agency is
encumbered with a problem whose under-
lying causes stretch to different ministries.

Where such underlying causes are not
addressed, what the line ministry can do at
best, is to treat the symptoms of the prob-
lem. A simple example here: During Janet’s
tenure as State minister for Karamoja
Affairs, she worked with some local and
international agencies to initiate a feeding
programme in some schools in Karamoja
Sub-region. The positive spillover of this
programme was that the retention rate of
children in Karamoja schools doubled and
fewer Karamojong children trekked to the
streets of Jinja, Kampala and Mbale for
street begging.

Gt

Enormous challenge. 71
government must employ a
sectorwide approach to address
the underlying causes of children
living on the streets. The Ministry
of Gender with a paltry budgetary
allocation of less than 1 per cent
mayhave the mandate, but it
has limited capacity to tackle
the enormous challenge of street
chiildren in the country.

The 2018 survey on children living on the

streets also showed that due to limited ac-
cess to Special Needs Education, a number
of children with disabilities were running

to the streets,

out of school, which has pushed many on
i speciatneeds edu-

streets. Yet, mainstreaming

cation in “normal schools” would help keep
more children with disabilities in school, reduce
stigma and remove them off the streets.

Last month, I toured more than 60 schools
in the districts of Bunyangabo and Kabarole
that had benefitted from the good school pro-
gramme, a project supported by Raising Voices
and Joy for Children Uganda. This programme
aimed at ending violence in schools has in-
troduced good discipline as an alternative to
corporal punishment in schools, among other
initiatives.

Consequently, in all the schools I toured, there
was increased enrolment of pupils and high pu-
pil retention. These are the kind of interventions
the government should initiate or support as a
primary prevention measure to pre
from running to the streets.

The government must employ a
approach to address the yin
children living on
Gender with a paltry bu
than 1 per cent, m: ave t
limited capacit
lenge of street childre

Mr Oramire is a programmes/legal manager at Joy for
Children Uganda
stuart@loyforchildren.org
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2019, the Institute of Studies
Amendment Bill 2019 and the
Physical Planning Amendment
Bill 2019.

Oulanyah informed the MPs
that some of the Bills need to
be cleared because they have
embarrassingly  stayed  for
long in Parliament.

“The committees and people
responsible must take the next
week to finalise with these Bills.

This matter must be concluded
before we resume plenary
next week for discussion,” he
stated.

Oulanyah expressed concern
that with the Government’s
commitments to table elemqral
reform _ Bills, a pending
motion by a private member,

brought to Parliament by the
Prime Minister. If we cannot
finish what is alrcady with us,
then we will have problems in
fature. We intend to handle all
this work,” he said.

Speaking to New Vision
yesterday, the legal and
parliamentary affairs
commitiee chairperson, Jacob
Oboth-Oboth, said most of the
Bills are ready for presentation
and that others had already
been presented to the House
and had reached the second
reading (committee stage).

22 clauses passed in

Marriage and Divorce Bill
Oboth explained that by
the time the Government

Oulanyah presiding over plenary on recently. Photo by

Miriam Namutebi

“Trouble came when we
reached clause 23 of the Bill
on cohabitation and marital
rape. When we went for

suspended debate on the
Marriage and Divorce Bill,
Parliament had already passed
22 clauses.

R .

consultation, the Bill was never
debated again. So if we have to
start, the House should start
from where we stopped on
Clause 23, he said.

Last year, a section of women
activists, including the Uganda
Women Parliamentary
Association  (UWOPA)  and
the Uganda Women Network
(UWONET) agreed to drop
some of the controversial
clauses in the Bill, especially
that providing for cohabitation.

The Marriage and divorce

Bill was initially meant to

reform and consolidate all

laws relating to marriage,

separation and divorce, as well

proposed bencfits for judges
and the power of the Chief
Justice to hire and fire.

The Bill was taken o the
'NRM Caucus where members
still ejected the clauses, saying,
the proposed amounts wer
1o high.

“We are waiting for the
financial posifion of the
Government.” he said.

Concerning the
Administration of Parliament
At review, Oboth said it was
presented in the House by

a Kabale Municipality MR+

Andrew Baryayanga as a

private member's Bill.

‘The Bill, among others, secks
, 1o introduce the office of the
deputy leader of Opposition.





