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Nuestra Comunidad (NC) is seeking your support of our disaster response efforts in anticipation of the wildfire season in California. During recurring droughts of the past four years wildfires have become increasingly prevalent in California, and there is a high likelihood of wildfire recurrence this year, particularly in regions such as Sonoma County that exist at the wildland-urban interface.

Nuestra Comunidad is a community-based organization that is committed to preparing all community members for the next disaster – and especially vulnerable community members such as the elderly, monolingual Spanish-speakers, and farm and vineyard workers. Fieldworkers are often some of the most vulnerable, as they are exposed to prolonged smoke during strenuous outdoor manual labor. Yet the adverse health effects of hazardous atmospheric conditions can be mitigated by using N-95 masks. During the Kincade Fire NC played a critical role in disaster response providing the community with language access and critical resources such as N95 masks and gift cards. Last year, during the Walbridge and Glass fires, Nuestra Comunidad distributed over 4500 masks to field workers through visits to work sites and also through vineyard management companies. We also distributed an additional 6,000 masks to community members at large. 

During disasters, local supply chains are often strained, which can cause delays in delivering essential supplies to community members. We will allocate a large portion of funding towards purchasing K and N95 masks to disseminate for smoke safety. We will also use funding to purchase gift cards to offer to low-income community members who wish to buy gas or groceries following a wildfire or Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 

It is also a priority for our team to be financially supported to implement a COOP (Continuity of Operations Plan) in order to continue our operations during a disaster. Thus, funding will also be used to book hotel lodging in an unaffected part of the area to provide rooms for NC staff to continue their operations during and immediately following a disaster. 

As part of our disaster response efforts, Nuestra Comunidad has a team of trained Disaster Reay interpreters on staff that can be dispatched during a disaster to any location in the County that could benefit from assistance with language access. Our team is not only bilingual, but also trained in Disaster interpreting. Our interpreters can offer their services at disaster shelters – whether County Red Cross shelters or community partner shelters, such as churches, that are pre-approved by local government. Additionally, our trained interpreters can assist government agencies – such as Emergency Operations Center – who in the minutes and hours following a disaster may need additional interpreters to translate their messaging or to help at a press conference or town hall. 
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