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Jiti Foundation Programs Overview and Context

History

Established in 2016, the Jiti Foundation combats preventable blindness and low vision in rural India by funding a growing network of vision clinics. India is home to almost 40 million people who are blind, 1.6 million of whom are children.  Across the globe, one in five people coping with blindness lives in India, and the vast majority of those cases – over 80 percent -- are cases of preventable blindness.  

To date, Jiti has funded four clinics located in Uttar Pradesh, the most populous and poorest state in India. The clinics provide eye exams and vision services, screen for eye disease and other health concerns, and refer complex cases to regional facilities.  Every dollar spent in this area can go extraordinarily far in combating blindness and helping underserved people.

A nationwide shortage of trained personnel is particularly acute in rural areas. With a companion goal of women’s empowerment, the program recruits young women who receive two years of professional ophthalmic training to provide vision services in their own rural communities.  With this innovative model, the Jiti Foundation achieves three goals simultaneously: increasing access to vision care to the underserved, empowering young women by training them for a career, and expanding income and employment opportunities in high poverty rural communities.  


Focus

The Jiti Foundation focuses its work in three complementary areas:

EMPOWERING WOMEN

Jiti Foundation partners with the Dr. Shroff Charity Eye Hospital’s program to provide opportunities for young women from rural India to learn to provide basic ophthalmic care to their own underserved communities.

· Young women who have recently finished high school are sent to a two-year training program at Dr. Shroff’s to become Certified Ophthalmic Paramedics or Vision Technicians. 
· In addition to learning about basic eye care, the young women are taught life skills, computer skills, and spoken English.
· Not only does this serve the purpose of staffing the Vision Centers, but also provides young women a career opportunity in rural areas where opportunities for women are limited.
COMBATING BLINDNESS

We fund the creation of vision clinics in underserved parts of Uttar Pradesh, the poorest and most populous state in India. These clinics employ women from these rural areas, which ensures community support for the work of our clinics.  One vision center is able to treat 3,000 patients annually. 

Vision centers located in rural areas provide 4 critical service inputs:
1. Recognize: Basic and, ideally, early recognition and diagnosis of eye diseases and conditions that contribute to blindness and/or limit the ability of children to succeed in school or adults to live satisfying and productive lives.
2. Refer: Following examination, explain the next steps to patients and facilitate referrals to the surgical center, as appropriate.
3. Refraction: Provide free or affordable eyeglasses for vision correction, as per need.
4. Awareness Creation:  Educate the public about the importance of vision health and related public health issues such as clean water and sanitation.  

TRANSFORMING LIVES

The Jiti Foundation transforms lives by supporting career paths for underprivileged women in India and also by fighting blindness in one of the areas of the world most afflicted by it. The women we support in training programs and employment in our clinics go on to work in the communities in which they are from, providing transformative community buy-in and localized care to the populations in these communities. Furthermore, these young women often support their own families once they are employed in our clinics, even providing for the education of their younger siblings. By choosing to invest in women and girls, we are investing in the wellbeing of whole communities!  Combating blindness and low vision also removes a significant barrier to children’s success in school, increases workplace productivity, and provides for a reduction in accidents and a higher quality of life for the elderly.


Videos and Media Content

To learn more and get inspired by the work of the Jiti Foundation, we invite you to explore  several videos filmed in our program locations in Uttar Pradesh, India which feature the Jiti Foundation’s mission, programs, and history. 

Our first video provides a quick overview of our programs, and footage of our young women trainees at work in our clinics, and reflections from our founder, Rupe Gill. 

Our second video discusses Jiti’s history, our partnership with our implementing partner- Dr. Shroff’s Charity Eye Hospital, and features our first clinic dedication ceremony in 2017 and the community’s reaction to the new clinic. 

Our third video features the moving story of Neetu Choudhary, one of the first Certified Ophthalmic Paramedics who went through the training program supported by Jiti.  
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