“Improving Basic Education for Girls in Tamale Ghana”
“Take care of me today and I will help you tomorrow”

What is the problem? 

The northern regions of Ghana are the most deprived areas as far as education is concern for the girl child. The cultural practices of the area make it completely difficult for female children to attend basic educational level. They are meant to assist their mothers at home and learn how to do domestic work that will prepare them well for their future husband’s homes.  Even if they are to learn a trade/craft they are sent to do things like tailoring and Tie and Dye which has dominate the whole area and does not yield any economic value to improve on their livelihood. They are not even taught how to read or write English making it very difficult for them to interact with the rest of the society. Tailoring which is the main job of girls is just another way for them to be useful in their marital homes to sew or stitch husband or children dresses when they are torn. From our survey we have notice that this sole activity has been the order of day here in the Northern Region of Ghana and has been going on for more than 10 years. When we try to find out what graduates from this craft are doing now to earn a living we saw that more than 85% of them between the ages of 15-20 years are already married with children and are not actually involve in any business of sewing nor having any workshop of theirs. 30% of them are having one sewing machine at home to help stitch family dresses. None of them could express herself well in English and finds it difficult to interact with the society. They are just baby factories in their husband’s homes and are daily been subjected to all forms of violence and abuse.

What has to be done?

We have identify homes where most of these poor girls are coming from and in collaboration with their parents agreed to look for available financial means to help educates young girls from these home so that they will be able to further their education and avoid the same route used by their elder sisters. This means will help stop early girl child marriage and will also improve on their health situation at tender age. 200 young girls have been envisaged to benefit from this project which is meant at providing them with basic school needs and tuition for five years to continue education. After their graduation from basic educational level lot of negotiations would have taken place with their parents to continue to further their education to higher level so that they may become responsible citizens and help the family in the near future.

Why working on these issues is critical to the advancement of women’s human rights.

This project once implemented will have lot of impact on the lives of girls who are the most vulnerable in the society. It is designed in such a way that it will improve on the level of girls education and interaction in the society; it will also reduces gender gaps and empower girls as useful citizens to the society in the near future. It should be noted here that once a woman is empowered the livelihood of the community is improved upon. Once you educate a girl you have educated the whole nation. This is one of our core values and we will make sure that the objective of this project is achieved when it is under implementation. 
The grant will be used to buy books, pay for school fees and cover up expenses for after school classes for 100 girls within Tamale, Northern Region. It will also be used to pay teachers to teach English and Mathematics to 75 Girls currently undergoing tailoring training within three selected Tailoring Training Centers here in Tamale. This will enable them acquire English language skills to interact with the society after their training. This after school classes will be jointly run by PAORP-VWC and volunteers coming in from USA and Europe during the summer holidays. This project will continuously be implemented for the coming 5 years with special attention paid on formal education of girls from the poorer families within our target communities.

Project Budget.
	No
	Item Description
	Qty
	Unit cost in Ghana Cedi
	Total Cost in Ghana Cedi

	1
	School Fee, books, uniforms, bags, pen/pencils for 100 girls in primary schools for one year @ 75 Cedi per girl.
	100 girls
	150.00
	 15,000.00

	2
	Adult Education Classes for 75 girls (Tailors) for four months @ 25 cedi per girl including teaching materials.

 
	75 Girls


	25.00


	 1, 875.00

	4
	Transportation/ incentives to after school classes facilitators/teachers.
	6 teachers 
	150.00
	 1, 200.00

	5
	Administrative cost
	1 year
	Lump sum
	 1, 098.00

	
	Total
	
	
	19,173.00¢
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