HOW DO PARENTS COPE WITH COVID-19 EFFECTS AND SCHOOLS REOPENING NEEDS IN RWANDA

On 14 March 2020, the first confirmed case of corona virus was declared in Rwanda. Subsequently, the Government demonstrated high-level leadership and swift action to tackle the risks associated with the ongoing pandemic and implemented school closures effective 16 March 2020. Day scholars immediately remained at home and boarding school students were facilitated to return to their respective homes. The situation continued to worsen until the Government took decision to declare a total lockdown from 21 March 2020 in order to minimize risks of transmission. The measures to prevent spread of COVID-19 severely affected people in different ways from business people whose business were closed, salaried people lost their jobs,  even up to farmers whose produces could not access markets. Although the government intervened to support affected households with food, but the living conditions can hardly restored to normal.

In Rwanda an estimated 3,574,070 students are out of school due to the lockdown. Following the WHO recommendations to stop the human-to-human transmission of COVID-19, the Republic of Rwanda developed a national COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan. The Government, supported by the donor community, has put together an Education Sector COVID 19 Response Plan, which aligns with the National COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan. The Education Sector COVID-19 Response plan was developed by the Ministry of Education, in consultation with its agencies and other Ministries and in support of Development Partners.

Upon thorough assessment, the government has now decided that schools resume from the month of November but gradually starting with Universities and high learning institutions, International schools, as well as Upper level of secondary schools and primary schools. The schedule for schools reopening is that secondary and primary level shall be on 2 November23rd   2020 and January 2021. The decision was long awaited by students who had spent quite a long time out of school. However, majority of parents especially those whose income was affected by the COVID-19 Pandemic are too much worried how they are going to afford schools requirements from tuition fees, scholastic materials and the living allowances at school. This situation is likely to lead to high drop outs. 

This situation calls for support from both Government and partners to support families affected by the COVID-19 effects to return their children to schools without letting anyone dropping out. The support needed particularly for pupils in primary schools and secondary schools in schools where the government offers free education is to provide scholastic materials namely uniforms, books, pens, bags and shoes. If such materials can be availed, the risk for drop out is going to be minimized. 

In Nyanza District, the expected number of students to resume schools is 9791 for primary school in P5 and P6, 8463 for secondary only in S3, S5 and S6, where as in TVET the number is 4329. 

BUDGET FOR SCHOOL MATERIALS NEEDED
	ITEM
	QUANTITY
	TOTAL NUMBER
	UNIT PRICE
	TOTAL COST
	USD

	Books
	15
	7,500
	600
	4,500,000
	$4,615

	Pens
	5
	2,500
	200
	500,000
	$513

	Mathematical set
	500
	500
	1,200
	600,000
	$615

	School bag
	500
	500
	5,000
	2,500,000
	$2,564

	Shoes
	500
	500
	1,600
	800,000
	$821

	Uniform
	500
	500
	8,000
	4,000,000
	$4,102

	Program Manager
	
	
	
	300,000
	$308

	Admin (15%)
	
	
	
	1,980,000
	$2,031

	TOTAL
	(@975FRW/1$)
	15,180,000
	$15,569


For 1 child to go to school he/she needs support of 15 books, 5 pens, 1 mathematical set, 1 school bag, 1 pair of shoes and 1 pair of uniforms. All totalling to 25800fr ($26 @ 975Frw/$1)
You can help to support any number depending on the resources and means possible.
Thank you for promoting stay in school and decrease dropout rates in Rwanda

Godfrey
