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P O BOX TA 216, TAIFA ACCRA-GHANA

Tel: +233 24 4798987 / +233 24 3148781

Fax: +233 21 401724
                 Email: info@rbifoundations.org Website: www.rbifoundations.org
VISIONS OF THE ORPHANS (VOTO)
Richbone Initiative Foundation has been formed as an association to serve the needs of humanity especially the poor and needy. The Association is registered as a non-profit organization (NGO) in Ghana and will be registered in other countries when its operations expand beyond Ghana’s boundaries.

The Mission of the Association is to help improve the quality of life of underprivileged people by providing them with educational Materials, training and information that will empower them to address issued relating to health care, Education, Agricultural, poverty alteration, children’s right and social development. The objectives of the organization are to undertake rural development peacemakers, poverty alleviation, child neglecting, and enhancing children’s right and social welfare.

The Association hopes to achieve its objectives through the following activities.

1. Form partnerships and facilitate exchange visits between international NGOs, 2.Participate in campaigns to draw attention to cultural an artistic issue in Ghana. 3.Understudy other NGO’s and adapt their best practices in NGO management 4.Organize and participate in international national and regional seminars, conferences, conventions, workshop, Exhibition, symposia, training courses and fora


5. Provide consultation technical assistance and resources for national and international organizations to promote development. 6. Initiate and encourage educational programs to ensure maximum public professional and government understanding of the needs of people 7.Collaborate with public and private organizations that have the resources or capacity to contribute towards the association objective

Richbone Initiative Foundation is seeking a grant to expand our programme dubbed Visions of the Orphan. This program has the objective of educating the orphans, testing their intelligence levels, encouraging them to pick up leadership roles, unearthing talents and also giving them hope for a better tomorrow. The objective is that by the end of the programme the children will have at least doubled their reading speed and will have improved their reading skills by one to two grade levels and also their speaking of English language. Again, the child will come up with an early decision for the future as to what he or she wants to become in future. Finally it will boost the confidence level of the child and edge them to take up leadership roles in future. VOTO is based on the recent research on the high level of street children in Ghana and its effect. Funding in the amount of $20,000 is requested for the organization of the programme, awards for the children and a donation for the home to take up a project that will benefit the children.

The main objectives include:

·  To help improve the lives of children in the orphanage
· To add our voice to eradicate street life in Ghana
· To educate the children on the millennium development goals.
· To involve the orphans in eradicating the level of street children in Ghana
· To empower the children into taking up leadership roles.
· To encourage the children, give them hope for the future and also educate them on topics such as teenage pregnancy, abortions and irresponsible parenting in future.
· To test the intelligence level of the orphans in the home
By fulfilling all these objectives, children will now have an open mind on the issues of street children in Ghana; they will also pick up decisions on their own, revel talents and build up their confidence. Again it will help the orphanage and the teachers to know more about the children and their future ambitions so as to help them accordingly in the homes. Finally the children will feel belonged to and will strive to do more in next editions. 

We at Richbone Initiative Foundation believe that all children and young people have a unique potential and that they should have the support and opportunities they need to reach it.
DETAILS OF PROGRAMME

VISIONS OF THE ORPHANS (VOTO)
VOTO, The future is ours

VOTO, yes we can.

It is an educational tour we are embarking on in orphanages (selected) to convey the message of the effects of street life in Ghana.

This tour will also unearth talents amongst the children in the home, give them the opportunity to take up challenges and also give them hope for the future.

We hope to make it an annual event and hope to get support from sponsors, the public and volunteers to help us carry this tour across the country.

This is to pave way for us to carry out other educational activities across the country.

What make RIF unique are our creativity level, hard work and dedication to this field of work. We also involve the children in our activities as well as donate and give them hope for a brighter future.
OBJECTIVES OF VOTO

·  To help improve the lives of children in the orphanage
· To add our voice to eradicate street life in Ghana
· To educate the children on the millennium development goals.
· To involve the orphans in eradicating the level of street children in Ghana
· To empower the children into taking up leadership roles.
· To encourage the children, give them hope for the future and also educate them on topics such as teenage pregnancy, abortions and irresponsible parenting in future.
· To test the intelligence level of the orphans in the home.
TARGET GROUP

 We are targeting ages 9-14.

DATE/TIME SCHEDULE

The first part of the show will be held in the first quarter of the year. The final part will be in December, 2010.

SOURCE/CRITERIA OF CHOOSING THE HOMES

We went to the website of Association of Children’s Home Ghana to find out those who have been registered with them. We chose from there, went there to check their conditions, their environment and their level of education.

RUNNING OF THE PROGRAMME

 A topic will be given to the homes which have been selected so that the caretakers/ volunteers/teachers can help the children do a research on it. The topic that will run through is: WHAT ARE THE CAUSES, EFFECTS AND SOLUTIONS OF STREET LIFE IN GHANA.

Other activities will help us choose a winner. Activities such as general knowledge, talent hunt and also questions on social issues. A vision board will be available for them to pour out their desires and future ambitions

 PROGRAMME LOOK UP

1) We will give out the topic and ask the teachers or housekeepers to pick up 6 brilliant children according to their own standards or criteria from each home.

2) These children will be trained and educated on the major given topics because, they would read it out on the final day of which we will pick a winner

3) We need 6 children from each home, 3 males and 3 females. This is in our quest to help achieve the millennium development goal on gender equality.

4) The children will battle out amongst themselves till we get ONE winner which will represent the whole home. 

5) The show will be in 5 parts

· FIRST PART:  FORECAST BOARD. This is where each participant will come and give us what s/he will be in future. The board should display

1. The child’s future career and why s/he chose that career. 

2. Whether the child will like to further his or her schooling to the university level or pick up a profession and why? 

3. What one thing s/he would like to change about the orphanage home.

                        4. Any other ambitions

· SECOND PART: Read out their essay on the topic given followed by a performance. After which 4 will be out based on the 1st and 2nd performance

· THIRD PART: Talent show for the remaining 8 participants

· FOURTH PART: Questions will be asked from judges in the areas of street children in Ghana and also on current affairs

· FINAL PART: 4 will be taken out after the 4th stage and then the final 4 will battle out. The final 4 will each give a message on what they would like to do if they are crowned VOTO KING OR QUEEN 2010 (AMBASSADOR TO WALK THE TALK OF STREETISM IN GHANA). Based on that, a winner will be chosen

BUDGET
	Item 
	Description
	Total Cost, 

	5 staffs and 5 teachers salaries
	
	$2500

	Project for each home
	This is in preparation towards the activities for the project. $500 per home.(10 homes)
	$5000


	Investment account for 50 orphans to realize their visions
	This is a saving account that will be created to accrue interest in the next few years. It will be in the name of the orphan so that when he or she is due, they can go and withdraw to make good use of the money in relation to their visions on board. $143 per head.
	$10,000

	Other educational materials
	Books, school bags, learning materials, lanterns etc
	$2,500

	TOTAL COST
	
	$20,000


PROGRAMME LINE OUT

12:00 -1:00 PM:   FORECAST BOARD

1:31 – 2:30PM:     READ OUT THEIR ESSAYS

2:31 – 3:00 PM:    PERFORMANCE FOLLOWED BY 4 GOING OUT

3:01- 4:00 PM:      TALENT SHOW FOR THE REMAINING 8

4:01 – 4:30PM:      QUESTION TIME

4:31PM -5:00PM:  PERFORMANCE FOLLWED BY 4 PEOPLE GOING OUT

5:00- 5:15PM:       QUESTIONS FOR FINAL 4 THEN WE WILL CHOOSE A           WINNER

5: 15- 5:30PM:      PRESENTATION, PICTURES and JUBILATION

5:30 – 6:00 PM     BASH FOR THE CHILDREN

