Project Title:  

Train 2000 girls in agricultural skills in Imo State.
Project Objective:  

To train 2000 girls selected from 5 secondary schools in practical crops cultivation, animal husbandry and agricultural products marketing through the establishment of 5 ultra-modern school gardens in 5 girl’s schools.
Project Summary: 

The project will train 2,000 female junior and senior secondary school students, selected from 5 Girl’s Secondary Schools with hands-on sustainable crops cultivation, livestock rearing and farm products marketing skills. Practical skills will be acquired through ultra-modern school gardens which will be established on ½ acre of land donated by school authorities at Atta Girls High School, Ihioma Girls Secondary School, Isu Girls Secondary School, Njaba Girls Secondary School and Amaigbo Girls High School.
In each of these schools girls will cultivate and market high value vegetables such as Cabbage, Tomatoes, Carrots, Lettuce and Cucumber. Yam and Maize will also be cultivated and marketed. They will also rear poultry and pigs.

Girls within the ages of 12 – 25 will to be imparted lifetime agricultural, environmental management and agribusiness knowledge which complements the theory based classroom tutorials. Through this approach girls will be empowered to set up micro gardens at home, earn valuable income, take up entrepreneurial skills and careers in agriculture.
Project Need:

In rural secondary schools of Imo State classroom based agricultural teaching with no practicals is the bane of agricultural development, massive youth unemployment, youth low interest to pursue careers in agriculture and low qualified manpower in the sector. With high unemployment rate young people especially girls will become self employed practicing agriculture at home. Girls provide 80% of household chores as such have extremely limited time to pursue micro agribusiness which they will utilize to earn direct income and career advancement. This project will tackle the feminization of poverty by empowering young girls with valuable skills which they will utilize to become self employed long before leaving school.
Project Activities:

The project will commence in each of the 5 schools with the selection and organization of students into groups. The specification of livestock, crops and tools and seeking of quotations for specified livestock, crops and tools. This will be followed with the marking and laying out garden, construction of livestock shelter, ordering of crops, livestock, tools and training of students on hands-on on modern crops cultivation and livestock rearing techniques. There will be the planting of crops on garden and rearing of livestock on shelters constructed. Students will be trained again in products harvesting, appropriate record keeping, establishing sustainable marketing channels and marketing of products. There will be the harvesting of crops and livestock raised, packaging of products together with community awareness for distribution and sales of products. The evaluation of the entire project, photos, videos, forms, questionnaires and the submission of final project report ends the project activities.

In each of the 5 schools, a School Garden Fund will be established through a savings bank account to ensure project sustainability and inputs sustenance. It shall be the operating fund for the School Garden. Signatories to this bank account shall be 2 students from junior and senior classes, the school principal and 1 teacher. 50% of the garden profit will be deposited in the School Garden Fund, to ensure continued ability to purchase inputs and supplies, to maintain the irrigation system; purchase livestock feed, maintain the fencing, and pay for associated products marketing and other related costs. 50% will be placed on an Imprest Account, to offer interest free micro credit loans to indigent students, orphans and students affected by HIV/AIDS to set up similar gardens in their own homes.
Project Impact:

The project will impart on girls lifetime skills through hands-on training in marking and laying out of garden, soil preparation and management, selecting appropriate seeds, planting of crops, application of fertilizers and animal husbandry. Other skills are weeding and making insect traps, making and maintenance of low cost drip and treadle irrigation kits, selecting farming tools and equipments, crop harvesting, making simple storage facilities and storage of harvest, selecting harvesting tools, seeds processing and seed banking, packaging of crops, researching markets and marketing, fencing of the garden and scaling up garden

 Through this approach girls will:
· Establish similar gardens at home, earn income and support their parents, 

· Establish micro/small/medium agribusiness companies, 

· Advance studies and careers in agriculture and environmental management sector, 

· Innovate new strategies that will boost local agricultural development,
· Increase their decision making ability, enabling girls independently decide what time to get married, what career or business they should do and what course to study in university.

· Increase girls confidence in their ability to make changes in their homes, their community and the value of organizing themselves to take action on issues of girl empowerment,
· Strengthen the quantity and quality of girl’s participation in decision-making process in the community.
