Championing Youth for Policymaking in Kenya

Introduction

We at the Africa Youth Trust are currently engaged in promoting a youth-focused engagement strategy with Kenya’s Parliament to ensure that the laws being made in Kenya’s parliament have the benefit of the input of young Kenyans to ensure that they are responsive to the needs and aspirations of the youth. Our current intervention is in response to the fact that Kenya’s parliament largely considers and subsequently passes laws without the input of the youth.  It is in recognition of the traditional lack of direct interaction between the youth and MPs which has represented a glaring gap in the workings of parliament, and has consigned Kenyan youth to the periphery of the law making process yet parliament is supposed to be a people-centred institution that allows, enables and encourages citizen participation in law making. 

Our efforts in our current parliamentary strengthening program are geared towards bringing down the “wall” between parliament and Kenya’s youth that has led to a strong feeling of disenfranchisement by youth as regards Kenya’s law making process. We recognize that this feeling of youth disenfranchisement requires urgent remedy if Kenya’s laws are to be regarded as truly inclusive, relevant, and responsive to the aspirations of the people. Furthermore, youth being the majority of citizens in Kenya cannot and should not be ignored by parliament in the law making process. 

Our current and proposed interventions recognize the unique position of the youth as marginalized members of Kenyan society who are deserving of special affirmative action built into the laws. 

Overall Objective and the Purpose of the Action

Overall Objective

To enhance the Kenya National Assembly’s mechanism of harnessing the input of youth into the law and policy-making process in Kenya to ensure an increased volume of legislation, and   higher quality, more responsive and just laws are passed in Kenya.

Specific Objectives 

The specific objectives of the program are

1. Enhance the mechanism for structured engagement of youth with parliament for youth-friendly legislation from April 2010 to October 2012
2. Sensitize 5 Parliamentary Departmental Committees on youth-focused concerns in the legislative process within the 30 month project duration.

Our proposed intervention will focus on specific areas of youth interest vis-à-vis the law and will seek to address the following specific questions: 

· What is the effect of this law on Kenyan youth? 

· What needs to be built into this law to improve the disadvantaged condition of Kenya’s youths and hence boost their welfare? 

· Do existing laws adequately cater for youth interests? 

Consideration of the aforementioned three questions would lead to parliament taking affirmative action on the youth condition and such action would include allocating more resources to address youth issues, strengthening both government and non-governmental youth-serving institutions, and also making and/or amending legislation to adequately cater for youth concerns. Addressing youth concerns through legislative intervention will provide a sustainable solution and is expected to lead to a youth constituency that is generally more content and one that feels catered for by society. This is bound to lead to a more peaceful and prosperous society in general and in this regard our proposed intervention has the general public as the secondary beneficiaries with the youth being the primary beneficiaries.

Through actively facilitating direct interaction between the youth and parliament, our intervention is bound to significantly complement parliament’s capacity to be more open and accountable to the people.

Outputs and expected results

Output 1 

Report on state of legislation and the necessary legislative interventions as relates to Kenya’s youths in the following areas:

· youth participation in agricultural production for sustainable livelihoods and peace. 

· youth and the mass media.
· human rights, civic and social justice- centred education for the youth.

· youth participation in trade.
· youth and Kenya’s international relations. 
Our approach to advocating for youth-focussed legislation is centred on objectivity and this is why we intend to undertake extensive primary and secondary research on our 5 areas of focus. Our research shall draw its content from the following:

· Desk/library research-this shall draw from existing literature on our areas on intervention.

· 24 regional youth consultative forums spread out in all of Kenya’s 8 administrative provinces-this shall provide the opportunity to gather primary information from the youth themselves across the country.

· Interviews with key informants-these shall be individuals with expertise in our areas of focus.

The research data gathered through the aforementioned methods shall be published in one report.

Creation of 5 Youth Parliamentary Working Groups aligned along the following Parliamentary Departmental Committees:

1. Agriculture, Lands and Natural Resources Committee –Focus here will be on enhancing youth participation in agricultural production for sustainable livelihoods and peace. The rationale for focussing on this area is that enhanced youth participation in agricultural activities will provide them with a viable livelihood that will enable them substantively participate in poverty reduction and sustainable development for the country-through such youth engagement, a more stable Kenya enjoying greater peace can indeed be realised.

2. Energy, Communications and Public Works –Focus here will be on youth and the mass media. The media is a powerful tool that shapes society’s thinking and the youth in particular are major consumers of media products. It is thus necessary to provide an enhanced legislative environment that will facilitate more holistic and gainful youth utilization and access to the media as a tool for promoting a more just and cohesive society.
3. Education, Research and Technology –Focus here will be on human rights, civic and social justice- centred education for the youth. The youth need to be equipped with knowledge that will shape them to become responsible citizens imbued with the ethos of civic awareness and duty, and patriotism and to ensure that they are aware of their rights and mindful of their responsibilities, as Kenyans in order to play a more wholesome role in building a more democratic and open Kenyan society.

4. Finance, Planning and Trade –Focus here will be on youth participation in trade. Trade is one of the main means available for Kenya’s youths to earn a livelihood and there is thus great need to ensure a more enabling legal regime that will facilitate easier and more effective youth participation in both local and international trade. The effect of having more youth gainfully engaged in trade is a more content youth constituency that can then play a bigger role in Kenya’s socio-economic development hence contributing to a more stable country.
5. Defence and Foreign Relations – Focus here will be on youth and Kenya’s international relations. We are living in a rapidly globalizing world and what happens in other lands affects our country and the youth being the majority of the population are thus significantly affected by any such foreign-originating effects. Further, it is the youth who make up the bulk of citizens moving to other countries around the world and are in this sense more globally-oriented than other segments of the population. To mitigate the effects of globalization and ensure optimal enjoyment of globalization dividends, it is critical for Kenya’s youths to play an active role in the global arena through avenues being availed to them to make concrete input in how Kenya relates with the international community-this can be done through a more enabling legislative framework favouring youth input into Kenya’s foreign relations.
The 5 Youth Parliamentary Working Groups that we shall form are a manifestation of direct youth engagement in the law making arena as it is these groups that shall be interacting directly with Members of Parliament. Through this direct intervention with parliament we expect to achieve the following:

• have an important mechanism to clarify youths’ values, needs and preferences allowing public servants and politicians to understand how the youth view an issue and what is most important to them and  what information the youth need to understand an issue 

• lead decision-makers to make better decisions by helping them to understand the potential social and ethical implications of their decisions amongst the youth 

• increase the legitimacy of public decisions.

Output 3

Creation of a group of 40 young men and women with the technical expertise to analyse public policy and laws relating to our 5 areas of focus: 

The aforementioned crop of youth shall serve in the 5 youth parliamentary working groups that we shall form and will be individuals displaying the following qualities:

· Personal Initiative: through their respective engagements they need to be individuals that have exhibited that they can devise and develop relevant interventions geared towards youth empowerment. This particular trait is important as the youth serving in these committees will be expected to be drivers of change as opposed to mere adherents of ideas initiated by others.

· Influential: such youths need to command the following of their peers in their respective locales and areas of operation. This is important because it will ensure that they have the proper legitimacy to represent their peers. 

· Research oriented: Youth willing to work in parliamentary working groups should be research oriented, especially because they would need to collect and analyze information, and present concrete facts to bodies concerned/committees.
· University or other tertiary level- educated or professionals: A high level of education would enable such youth to be able to offer in-depth criticism to legislation.  Diversified skills will be necessary to address the various issues under focus.

· Innovative: Such youth have to be innovative in the ways they use to lobby Parliament to address concerns under our areas of focus.

The 40 youths that shall serve in the youth parliamentary working groups will undergo capacity building training and will be well equipped with knowledge and skills on public policy analysis. As such these individuals will act as a continuous resource both to Kenya’s parliament and to their peers as they shall have the necessary knowledge and exposure to offer objective and intelligent advice on youth-focussed legislative interventions. This envisaged role is a manifestation of the durable nature of our program since these youths will remain in existence beyond the program duration and will be of service into the future.

Program Outcomes

· More responsive and inclusive laws that encompass youth concerns in their design 

· Continuous dialogue between parliament and Kenya’s youth on parliamentary bills and national policies 

· A crop of youth who are aware and are actively involved in Kenya’s law and policy making process. 

Sponsorship requirements
· 50 dollars for a training pack on policy and lawmaking for each of the 40 youth working group members

· 50 dollars for their community outreach travel

· 50 dollars to facilitate travel to meet with local Member of Parliament

· 100 dollars to support field research on laws and policies for each of the youth

· 100 dollars to finance each youth’s attendance of regional meeting with members of parliament.

