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Background:
Freedom Foundation was started in 1992 by (late) Karl Sequeira and Dr. Ashok Rau in the year 1992 and registered as a Charitable Trust in 1993 to bring about an innovative and pioneering paradigm shift in the way issues related to substance abuse and the HIV/AIDS sector were being addressed in India. Freedom Foundation has been the pioneers of HIV/AIDS & substance abuse interventions in India, especially in the area of comprehensive care & support and is recognized as a model by NACO (Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,GOI) and other national and international agencies like United Nations. Freedom Foundation has established 52 centers across five states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Goa and Maharashtra offering comprehensive care and support to over 50000 HIV positive beneficiaries. In the year 2000, Freedom Foundation initiated HAART (Highly Active Anti-Retro-viral Treatment) program and PMTCT (Prevention of Mother To Child Transmission of HIV/AIDS) reaching more than 4 lakh pregnant women for voluntary counseling and testing.
Problem Statement:
India has the third largest population infected by HIV in the world, with the maximum burden falling among key populations within India. While several vertical programs for HIV/AIDS exist, the preventive and primary health care systems are weak, fragmented, and not customer centric. 
The system is also inadequately adapted to meet the dual burden of diseases due to COVID pandemic. Freedom Foundation started focusing on OVC in the context of HIV/AIDS way back in 1996. The foundation has several hundreds of children registered with the organization; the foundation reaches out to approx. 150 children annually. The Foundation has specialized facilities at Bangalore and Hyderabad that care for HIV positive abandoned orphans.The residential care program aims to provide a protected residential environment, wholesome nutrition, healthcare, education & livelihood to HIV infected orphaned children enhancing both the longevity & quality of life, starting an independent life and becoming productive citizens of the community. 
The orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) with HIV are one of the worst affected in this pandemic as they suffer from preexisting immune-compromised status (HIV), need additional care and protection including awareness, socio emotional support and disease management. 
Currently, Freedom Foundation supporting the care and support centers for orphans  living with HIV/AIDS at Bangalore and Hyderabad are facing a child centric humanitarian crisis as the existing funders (small companies, individuals)  have either halted funding due to the financial slowdown or have redirected their funding to COVID related causes only. 
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30 orphans living with HIV/AIDS at the residential facility at Bangalore and Hyderabad, 100 orphans living with HIV/AID in the community along with caregivers nurtured by the foundation over the years to care for these children when in need of support.
Appeal for Funding:
Freedom Foundation needs urgent funding support to continue its work in the two centers it runs in Bangalore and Hyderabad, for orphans and vulnerable children. The total funding required is for INR 69,24,800 annually. 
Contact Details: Dr. Ashok Rau, Executive Trustee and CEO, Freedom Foundation-India
Mobile No. +91 9845247616  Email: freedomtherapyc1@gmail.com

