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	Men and Masculinities: expanding research and actions in gender and health.


Project Information
1) Project title - Adolescent Fatherhood: Action, Citizen and Reproductive Rights
2) Summary language for search results display (i.e. summary of project)

During the last two decades the pregnancy and motherhood in adolescence are causing concern amongst specialists, militants and government staff that are connected to areas such as human and reproductive rights, especially children and adolescents. However, little attention has been dedicated to the adolescent of the masculine sex, particularly the father.

3) Describes need and beneficiaries of project activities
Our programs and social interventions are directed towards low-income communities in the Metropolitan area of Recife/PE-Brazil. In hospitals and public health units in Recife, Papai conducts weekly meetings with young fathers and/or partners of pregnant teenage girls, as they accompany their partners through prenatal care or infant care and outpatient departments.  These meetings take place in the form of workshops in the style of waiting rooms, and focus on subjects related to pregnancy, infant care, and fatherhood.
Pregnancy during adolescence, as other factors called public health problem, has been discussed based on numbers and statistics estimated or projected, generating speeches and prejudicial actions. The basic concern shows that the pregnancy during adolescence is an increasing phenomenon. However, the demographic data shows that this frightening growth gives a wrong idea. 

National and international Epidemiological studies show a greater increase in maternal death among the teenagers. On the other hand, other researches show that different arguments about pregnancy during adolescence are based on facts and research results, which are, limit better courses of actions. The Alann Guttmacher Institute (IAG), for instance, says there is no general consensus about adolescents taking more risks and dying giving birth.

Besides, in Brazil, little attention has been given to men’s participation in matters related to contraception, pregnancy, childcare and prevention of STD/Aids. In our society, adolescents’ experience as fathers have no place in institutions which deal directly or indirectly with these young people for two main reasons: the son belongs to his mother and teenagers always play the role of son.

The teenager pregnancy is not always undesirable! Since pregnancy and fatherhood can give to some young parents great benefits, emotionally speaking. However, as a whole, researchers and medical clinics tend to see it in a negative way. There are teenager’s couples that have showed a great performance at school, at home and taking care of their baby.

Though, we don’t defend pregnancy in the adolescence, as been always the best solution for everyone at this age. However, it’s worth discussing the impact and the consequences on teenagers’ sexual and reproductive lives.

Discussing and looking into the matter in a more positive way helps us to create programs which are more adequate to young people’s needs without having any prejudice against parenthood at this age as if pregnancy was a result of these young people’s irresponsibility.
4) Describes project goals and activities
The goal of this project is to expanding an Adolescent Fathers’ Support Center which will function as an social intervention program with the following objectives: 1) call the attention of those professionals that are working with adolescents about the adolescent fatherhood importance; 2) help the boys to be responsible for their reproductive life; 3) help the girls to involve their child’s father in the nurturing process.

The project metodology is aligned with above objectives and consists of: public actions to give visibility to the subject; promote conditions so as the adolescent mothers may be able to contact their child’s fathers and, at the same time, provide the necessary empowerment to establish negotiations with their partners or their child’s father; provide individual and collective support through varied activities directed to the adolescent fathers; implement an internal program so as to guarantee the maintenance of a qualified service to be offered by the Support Center.

STRATEGIES – The action plan integrates four vectors, as described below:

1. support services – in different places we offer workshops and groups of reflection with teenagers and youngsters, of both sex, about subjects concerned with men’ participation in sexuality and reproduction, such as gender, masculinity, contraceptive methods, STD/AIDS, child care etc. Besides, we offer also individual and group consultations with teenagers parents, seeking to provide conditions for greater autonomy (empowerment), identifying, together with them, alternatives to overcome possible obstacles;

2. sensitivity activities - through the establishment of partnerships with professionals and institutions which deal with the young and/or male population, as well as with the production of material for television media, printed and radio, and construction of site: PAPAI on line reaching the population as a whole. Another strategy used to call the community’s attention was the utilisation of PAPAI’s giant mascot - baptised by the name of Olinda’s puppet (boneco de Olinda), with 3,5 meters of height, characterising an adolescent carrying its child in a baby-bag during Carnaval. The puppet is used also in public situations as a didactic strategy to instigate discussions on new paternity images;

3. production of knowledge - elaboration and development of research projects, papers, organise and attend public events and qualifying courses, considering the lack of information about male participation in areas related to sexuality and reproduction; chapter of the books and Seminars. Such information is intended to base the workshops, as well as to provide feedback to new research and intervention proposals that focus on gender and age relations and hierarchy;
4. setup of a data base – search themes related to the subjects of adolescence, masculinity, paternity, sexuality and reproduction, including: texts (articles in periodicals, chapters and books, newspaper and magazine articles), images (photographs, prints, paintings, postcards, and calendars), videos (movies, TV programs, vignettes, commercials etc.) to support the other vectors.
5) Project location country
Brazil

6) Project topical theme
Fatherhood Adolescent and Youth

7) Project total requested amount in $USD 

U$ 100.000,00 (year)

 8) Space separated keywords for search engine

Adolescent fatherhood; Adolescent pregnancy; Adolescent maternity; Adolescent fathers; Adolescent mothers; Masculinities; Paternity; Gender; Men; Sexuality; Reproductive rights; Health reproductive; HIV/Aids; Youth; Teens.
9) Photograph

send in attached

10) Contact Information
Project point of contact name - Jorge Lyra (Fellow Ashoka, 2002)   

Contact's address line 1 - Rua Mardônio Nascimento # 129, Várzea

Contact's city - Recife

Contact's state or province - Pernambuco

Contact's postal or zip code - 50741-380

Contact's country - Brazil
Contact's phone - (55) (81) 34546567

Contact's email - jlyra@hotlink.com.br

Contact's Web address - http://www.ufpe.br/papai
11) Organization Information
Organization Name - display - used for mail address - PAPAI Institute
Short description of organization for display

The PAPAI Program is a nonprofit, non-governmental organization located in Recife, Pernambuco, in the Northeast of Brazil.  Our institution develops and implements social interventions with men of different ages and young people (men and women) in greater Recife. PAPAI also promotes research and related activities in health, sexuality and reproductive health on a national and international scale, in partnership with the Federal and State Universities of Pernambuco.

Between 1995 and 1997, Jorge Lyra and Benedito Medrado undertook post-graduate research in Social Psychology at the Pontifícia Universidade Católica in São Paulo. Their work demonstrated the lack of research and social interventions directed towards men and masculinity, especially in the areas of health and reproductive rights.

In 1996, Jorge and Benedito designed the project Creating a Place for Teenage Paternity.  This project won recognition from the MacArthur Foundation, and under the direction of Jorge Lyra, became the basis for the construction of a social conception of paternity in adolescence, through support for teenage fathers, teenage mothers, and health professionals.  Throughout, they sought to document findings through basic research and dissemination of research and practice.

Short description of organization's other programs – display

PAPAI initially focused on the subject of paternity in adolescence and on implementation of the Support Program for Young Fathers – the first in South America. Today, this program continues to grow, and two other priority areas have also begun to guide research and action at Papai: STD prevention, as well as gender violence.

The Papai Institute was formally established in 1997, in close connection with reflections on feminism and gender. Papai began with a team that has since expanded and consolidated, with the support of numerous partnerships, which have given rise to new projects, research and programs.

Through these years Papai has maintained as a central priority the importance of reconsidering the perspective of machismo and the process of masculine socialization in Brazilian society, while promoting the participation of young men in areas related to health, sexuality, and reproduction.

In the neighborhood of Várzea, Papai conducts a program in Sexual and Gender Education, directed towards elementary and high school students from the public school system, in partnership with a number of school departments and the community.  The program includes: 1) workshops with students (men and women); 2) weekly workshops directed exclusively towards boys; 3) interactive activities on school playgrounds; 4) meetings with teachers, focusing on the integration of issues of gender and sexuality in the classroom curriculum; 5) informal visits in the neighborhoods where students live; 6) training for young community health workers.

In the neighboring city of Camaragibe, located in the metropolitan region of Recife, Papai carries out activities that seek to increase sensitivity and promote preventive health among young and adult men, with special emphasis on STD prevention.  Papai has conducted: 1) periodic workshops; 2) activities in male social spaces (bars, domino game groups and soccer games); and 3) presentations, condom distribution, as well as thematic workshops. We have also offered health fairs and conduct home visits.
Papai offers periodic workshops and activities at the 7th Military Command, Northeast Headquarters, directed towards recruits and officers, promoting reflection on masculine socialization and the place of health in men’s life, aimed at promoting the prevention of STDs and AIDS.
Name of organization's director – Jorge Lyra
Number of paid full time and part time staff – 5 (full time) and 6 (part time)
Number of volunteers – 0

Year organization was founded – 1997
12) Personnel Information 

Key personnel name – display – Carmem Barroso (IPPF) CBarroso@ippfwhr.org

Key personnel title – Regional Director - Western Hemisphere Region of the International Planned Parenthood Federation

Key personnel short bio – display
The Board of Directors of the International Planned Parenthood Federation, Western Hemisphere Region, Inc. (IPPF/WHR) has named Dr. Carmen Barroso, a widely acknowledged leader and visionary in the field of sexual and reproductive health, to the position of Regional Director. Her tenure at IPPF/WHR will begin in March 2003.

Dr. Barroso comes to IPPF/WHR from the MacArthur Foundation, where she has headed the Population and Reproductive Health Area for the past 12 years. In this capacity, she was instrumental in positioning the Foundation as an innovative, cutting-edge funder in the field of reproductive health. Dr. Barroso has a PhD. in Social Psychology from Columbia University, and was a post-doctoral scholar in the Population Department of Cornell University.

As Regional Director of IPPF/WHR, Dr. Barroso will lead the organization in advocating for the sexual and reproductive rights of people in the Americas.

IPPF/WHR works with 45 member associations in the region to strengthen their capacity to provide quality sexual and reproductive health services, offering technical assistance in program design, implementation and evaluation, as well as financial support and monitoring. Approaching its work from a gender perspective and with a commitment to sexual and reproductive health information and services as a basic human right, IPPF/WHR addresses a range of health issues including family planning, prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted infections, and screening and care for victims of gender-based violence. IPPF/WHR is one of six regions of the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), the largest voluntary organization in the world dealing with sexual and reproductive health issues.

International Planned Parenthood Federation
Western Hemisphere Region

120 Wall Street, 9th Floor

New York, New York, 10005

Tel: +1 212-248-6400  

Fax: +1 212-248-4221 

Email: info@ippfwhr.org 

Web Site: www.ippfwhr.org

