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Warm greetings and a HUGE THANK YOU! We have finally shifted into summer and
warmer, longer, lighter days and evenings, and are conscious of your wonderful generosity
and support. What a full year it has been! We would not have made it without your generous
donations and support. Thank you so much, we are so grateful!

_ One of the big changes this year was the

move to a new venue for the drum making
factory. This now takes places in the local
development training centre, where they
share space with other community based
groups. It is more accessible for visitors, and
more visible in the community. The rent is
higher but it is worth it. The young people
cleared out and cleaned up some of the
buildings on the property, including a boma
space where visitors can join them in a drum
circle.

Our young
leaders in
training
continued with
the Thursday

* modules that

[ -~ take place at
/) Volmoed. The

Gender Based Violence modul

s AU I
e continued, and was followed

by a module on fundraising, along with cross-cultural

orientation and serious drumming practice, all in preparation
for the tour to the USA in November.




Our stellar staff member, Siyabonga Vonco, who was part of the
original leadership training cohort in 2016, made headlines in the

SIVABONGA vonco @ local Whale Coast Magazine. He is an enormously talented,

MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE

committed young man, who manages the day to day operations
and oversees the youg

L people with a watchful and
caring eye. What a gift he is
to VYLTP and to the
community!
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VYLTP held a couple of fundraisers as part of their
training in fundraising — a cookout with BBQ
boerewors (sausage) rolls, and an amazing silent

WL

auction.
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\ \\‘\ The huge focus was the USA ‘Drumming Tour For Unity
\ and Hope’ in the USA Midwest, when twelve experienced
E; drummers went on an almost three week tour, together
with chaperones Edwin Arrison and René August, and
drumming partners Bevil Spence and Ivana Schafer. It
was an enormous amount of work as none of them have

travelled before. We raised money and bought and
borrowed and got it together, by hook and by crook! One of them sewed a gorgeous uniform
for them with beaded accessories — and they were donated warm jackets for the cold weather.

The trip was made possible by the extreme generosity of a group from Indianapolis who
visited with the Volmoed Youth drummers last year, the Indianapolis Center for Middle East
Peace. Bevil the drummer spoke about PASIC, the annual Percussionist Convention in
Indianapolis, which the visitors knew, and then said, ‘You have to come and visit and make a
tour.” The group played in ten cities in Indiana, Michigan and then Chicago, also attended
PASIC, and had the most exhilarating, exhausting, challenging, amazing, unforgettable time



of their lives. One of them said, ‘wherever we go, they all love us.” They were the stars of the
convention, always being asked to perform, as they also sing and dance. The timing
immediately post the US election meant that their presence brought joy and hope and tears
and much more to literally thousands of people. We are very proud of our Volmoed Youth
drummers and it seems they have a bright future.

There was also a team of drummers who
stayed behind, to drum to welcome a diverse
group of guests for a public lecture at the city
hall by the former archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Rowan Williams. A week later they led
the now annual visit to the University of Cape
Town (UCT) Graduate School of Business to
give a workshop to the last session of the part
time MBA students, who come from

numerous «
countries and all over South Afrlca Our young people told
the story of VYLTP and showed how they make the drums.
UCT ordered thirty small drums for the students, who were
gifted with these drums during the workshop. The master
drummer/storyteller Themba Lonzi helped our group to
prepare for the drumming, and they rehearsed their public
speaking. Starting with dirty wooden pallet planks,
donated
by a local
farm, each
one
describes
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what their
task is in the process, and shows their
equipment, from the pallets that are upcycled
through the sandpaper and varnish, then how
the holes, the rings and the ropes and knots
make the drum, and then the decorating.




This was their first time ever doing public speaking and they did well. The UCT students
were invited to give comments and suggestions. This group was fully engaged and gave
excellent business suggestions. They told the young people that they have an amazmg story
to tell and a uniquely fine quality product to 4 ;
sell. Everyone drummed together and ended up
drumming, singing and dancing in the plaza of
the GSB. It was memorable and inspiring and
fun!

December holds various holiday events, and the
young people drummed as part of a
piano/drumming concert organised for a small
group of funders. It was a privilege for them to

be a part of this event.

At the end of each year the young people receive
a Certificate of Attendance that lists all the
modules they participated in during the year. This
year it was a moment of pride for all twenty of
‘s> them. This coincides with a celebration end-of-

| year dinner where they also receive a Christmas

~  bonus, thanks to our generous supporters.

Our youth drummers again played at the
annual Volmoed Christmas carol picnic,
warming up the crowd and inviting them
to join in the drum circles. This was a
great success. The stellar band from
Manenberg provided music again, joined
by the gorgeous Hermanus Angels, local
young girls, who all sang favorite
Christmas songs and then a set of
Christmas carols. This is always a
highlight for the year.

As the year ends, may the holidays bring you time together with loved ones as you celebrate
your particular traditions. May there be great joy and love and may the hope of peace
continue for our troubled world.

As always, thank you all so much for your support. We
could not do this important work without the support of
so many. We appreciate you!
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YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS
MUCH APPRECIATED! THANK YOU!



