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Summary: Over the past four months, since the devastating 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, Save the Children has worked nonstop to alleviate children’s suffering and ensure their well-being.  Through your generosity and that of other donors, Save the Children has delivered lifesaving relief and today is also transitioning to longer-term recovery programs in the worst-affected communities.  We continue to coordinate our responses with government partners, other local and international non-governmental organizations through the United Nations cluster system, and are working with local authorities and communities to address the most urgent needs of children and support their protection and recovery.
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To date, over 550,000 children and adults who care for them have benefited from our work in Port-au-Prince, Léogâne, Jacmel and Petit Goave and surrounding communities.  
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Shelter and Relief Items: Save the Children has provided transitional shelter materials, hygiene supplies and essential household items to more than 28,000 households in Port-au-Prince, Leogane and Jacmel. With the onset of the rainy season, families are in critical need of shelter and will continue to receive essential materials, shelter kits or cash grants. Supplies are being pre-positioned for the hurricane season, which began June 1. 
Food: Save the Children has worked in partnership with the World Food Program and other organizations to provide food to almost 500,000 children and adults. The agency will provide vouchers to families to purchase food in local markets, supporting the local economy and producers. 
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Water and Sanitation: More than 221,000 people have benefitted from Save the Children’s water and sanitation programs, which include construction of latrines, bathing areas and clean-water points and the delivery of drinking water to temporary settlements. Save the Children will continue to provide these services in the coming months, and also promote good hygiene practices.  Through “cash-for-work” projects, we employed adults in clearing ditches to improve drainage in anticipation of the rainy season. 
Health and Nutrition: Save the Children is scaling up programs to reduce health threats to children and infants who were already susceptible prior to the earthquake by screening and treating malnutrition, providing basic health services and continuing regular health work where possible. So far, its mobile clinics and Haitian medical teams have provided care to more than 88,000 children and adults and delivered more than 16 tons of medicines and supplies to hospitals and clinics. Our innovative infant care tents have been established in temporary settlements to provide women privacy to breastfeed and treatment for malnourished children. Save the Children will continue to coordinate with Ministry of Health to: strengthen and rebuild health facilities; provide reproductive care to women; provide supplementary food to malnourished infants, children and pregnant and breastfeeding women; and work with families to improve infant feeding practices and distribute micronutrients and deworming treatments. 


Child Protection: Fifty-one of our signature child-friendly spaces have been opened in Port-au-Prince, Leogane and Jacmel, each providing structured activities for approximately 100 children per day. More than 7,500 children have been able to sing, play and socialize with their peers and regain a sense of normalcy. In collaboration with the Haitian Ministry of Social Welfare, UNICEF and other organizations, Save the Children is helping to trace the families of unaccompanied children, provide community-based interim care, monitor their well-being, and facilitate reunification. Programs at child-friendly spaces will continue along with family tracking and reunification, in addition to engaging children in disaster risk reduction activities and child-protection committees. 
Education: To support children’s rapid return to school and a sense of routine – so critical in their recovery – Save the Children is providing classroom tents and supplies and supporting the Ministry of Education in assessing the schools and areas for temporary learning spaces. In Port-au-Prince alone, it is estimated that 90 percent of schools were damaged and destroyed. To date we have provided over 41,000 children with access to school; we have also trained teachers in psychological support; launched early childhood development and engaged out-of-school children in learning activities. 
Livelihoods: Save the Children has implemented cash-for-work programs for nearly 2,500 people. Projects enable vulnerable families to improve their economic and nutritional status and assist their communities through rubble removal and canal clearing. In the hard-hit community of Leogane, which was close to the epicenter of the earthquake and suffered damage upwards of 80 percent, Save the Children provided grants to over 400 small-scale traders so they could resume their business.  We will also distribute seeds and cash grants to up to 6,400 farming families for the upcoming planting season; will support the recovery of local markets; and will develop alternate income-generating activities. 
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Leka, 4, was among the children to benefit from the very first temporary school Save the Children opened in after the earthquake.





Children take part in an activity at a child-friendly space opened by Save the Children in Jacmel. 








Olivier, age 3, eats rice his mother received during a Save the Children food distribution. 
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