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Mobile Clinics, Haiti
Field Hospital
Since opening on 21 January, Merlin’s field hospital in Delmas 33, Port-au-Prince, has performed almost 400 surgeries and seen over 5,400 outpatients. The hospital is due to close this week and Merlin is looking at ways to continue to help communities living in Port-au-Prince. 

In the final weeks of March, Merlin carried out assessments at Acra Camp in Delmas 33 and Hôpital Communauté Haïtienne in Petionville and Merlin plans to undertake a further assessment at Acra Camp with a view of possibly establishing a static clinic there. Merlin will continue to assess health needs at surrounding camps and health facilities.
Mobile Clinics

Merlin continues to run mobile clinics in the Petit Goave and Grand Goave regions of Haiti. In the final week of March, Merlin’s mobile teams saw over 870 patients across three locations – Vallue, Ticoma and Petit Savane. Earlier in the month Merlin’s mobile clinics also visited Arnoux and Magdalene, where there are no functioning Ministry of Health facilities. Merlin’s mobile teams are working in partnership with other agencies including Médecins du Monde (Spain) and Terre des Hommes to ensure maximum coverage of health care services.
Ticoma has a population of approximately 3,500 with a further 1,500 living in surrounding villages. 25% of the buildings in Ticoma were destroyed by the earthquake and the town is hosting a number of internally displaced people from Port-au-Prince. Merlin’s mobile clinics are seeing a large number of children who they are treating for respiratory infections, diarrhoea, asthma and skin infections. In addition, the team is treating elderly people for hypertension, arthritis and anaemia. Merlin is collecting the names of patients with tuberculosis in Ticoma for follow up at the TB clinic in Petit Goave. 
In Petit Savane, an area with a population of approximately 5,000 people living in five villages, the earthquake damaged houses and caused a small number of displaced families. When Merlin visited the area in the last week of March, 296 patients were seen in one day. In nearby Vialet – one hour downhill – the Ministry of Health dispensary is barely functioning. Two staff work at the facility with a very limited drug supply, and they have not received salary for ten months. Merlin plans to continue running mobile services in Petit Savane until the rainy season and then, in coordination with other agencies, will provide long term support to the Vialet facility.
Mobile Clinic Assessments 

Merlin is continuously assessing areas where there are unmet health needs. In addition to running mobile clinics in Vallue, Ticoma, Petit Savane, Arnoux and Magdalene, Merlin is looking at working in Chateau, Vieux Caille, Grand Fond and Gerard de Grange.
Chateau

Merlin assessed the village of Chateau which is one hour from Vallue. Chateau has a population of approximately 4,000 and is one of seven villages in the area. The earthquake caused damage to most houses and created a number of displaced families.
Vieux Caille and Grand Goave Hospital

There are 72 families living in Vieux Caille village/camp and 1,200 people living in surrounding villages including approximately 17 displaced families. The village is only an hour walk from Grand Goave. 
Merlin undertook an assessment of the Grand Goave Hospital, which has both inpatient and outpatient services including obstetric and surgical, but has limited bed space. The outpatient department sees 300 patients per day with four doctors. A Merlin mobile clinic in the area would reduce the burden of such a heavy workload and if possible Merlin plans to run a mobile clinic in Vieux Caille at the start of April. 
Cuban, Venezualan and Bolivian organisations are working in Grand Goave providing support to the hospital and primary health care. During the assessment it was recommended that Merlin supplement their primary health care activities and consider ambulance support to facilitate referrals between Grand Goave, Petit Goave and Port-au-Prince. Merlin plans to explore this possibility in the coming weeks. 
Grand Fond

A swamp area with high malaria illness, Grand Fond is a small camp with 224 adults and 337 children. Merlin plans to run a mobile clinic with targeted mosquito net distribution.
Gerard de Grange

In conjunction with Médecins du Monde (Spain) Merlin carried out an assessment of Gerard de Grange. The current health care clinic is not running well and experiencing a shortage of medical supplies and the rotating expatriate staff are working without translators and limited national staff support. Médecins du Monde (Spain) plan to support services for reproductive health and children under five. Merlin will contact the agency currently supporting the facility to discuss support needed. 

Merlin is in discussions with the International Organisation for Migration about possibly providing health care support to new camps of internally displaced people in Grand Gave and Petit Goave. 
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Case Study

During March, Merlin mobile clinics visited Arnoux in Haiti’s western regions. Below is the story of Rosena Felix, a 14 year old girl who, thanks to Merlin’s mobile clinic, received much needed medical attention.
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Before the earthquake stuck in January, Rosena Felix lived with her mother and father in Arnoux, about three hours from Port-au-Prince. In November, Rosena began to suffer from migraines which caused her to vomit and seizure. 
Rosana’s father died in the earthquake. Her medical condition had worsened and she was malnourished and dehydrated. Her mother took her to the Merlin mobile clinic at the Arnoux dispensary. Merlin referred and accompanied Rosena, who was too weak to stand, to the Notre Dame hospital in Petit Goave. 
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Merlin staff remained with Rosena and helped with her admission. Tests revealed she had suffered a skull fracture in November. She was prescribed anti-convulsants for her seizures, fed and rehydrated. Merlin staff are monitoring her progress and ensuring she is gaining weight.
Photos of Merlin mobile clinics in Arnoux, Haiti
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Above: Rosanna with her mother





The road to Arnoux, where Merlin is operating one of its mobile clinic teams, is largely unpaved and difficult to navigate with even the hardiest of vehicles. These treacherous roads carved out of the hills, often become impassable when the rainy season hits, cutting off village access to health care and other vital services. 
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Marlene Sincere has come with her 14-month old daughter for a maternal and infant health care check up, provided by Merlin's medical mobile clinics operating in underserved areas in and around Petit Goave. Merlin nurses, Joanne Hilaire, left and Daphnee Vilbrun.
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Patients line up with prescription for free medication. The government plans to run a free health programme until mid April. Afterwards, patients will have to resume payment for health care and medications, an added burden on a population that is coping with great losses in the earthquake. Merlin staff left to right: Daphnee Vilbrun, Joanne Hilaire and Betty Gondré
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A mother has brought her three children for consultation with Dr. Carolle Alexandra Steriling in Arnoux's dispensary, a health facility that serves a population of 10,000 and outlying villages.
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