	[image: image4.png]The Homeless Childran's

Playtime

Project




	Families Deserve Housing • Children Deserve Play •

1525 Newton St., NW, Washington, DC 20010 • www.playtimeproject.net • (202) 329-4481



Dear Friend of Playtime,






  
           December 8, 2009

“We are having a good time in your playroom; we love it because we get a chance to play in here; we have snack time and the snacks are good and that’s why the children, including me, we love you all.” - 8-year-old child at DC General Emergency Family Hypothermia Shelter
Right now, thanks to your support, 120 children in homeless shelters in our nation’s capital have access to this childhood joy. Not just during the holidays where all the children make and receive gifts, but we make sure every week is special for the children and families in the five shelters we serve, all year round.

This year we served 170 children, trained 80 volunteers, and educated hundreds of community members about the impact of homelessness on families and what they can do about it. We met with city officials and brought them to our programs to ask for better services for children in shelters whose numbers continue to swell. As the growing storm of homelessness swirls outside our doors, inside our seven weekly playtime programs, children are laughing as we set up bowling pins in the shelter hallway and there is a game of catch in the backyard. Children are counting play money for their café in our play kitchen and another group is curled up in our reading corner with a volunteer and a cluster of dolls. While homelessness introduces stress and trauma to a child’s one and only childhood, our program works to counteract these forces by ensuring a steady supply of joy.

One of this year’s highlights included giving DC’s homeless teens a night off from homelessness. HCPP took eight teens from DC General Emergency Family Hypothermia Shelter on a field trip to the Hotel Washington as guests of Marian Wright Edelman. She gave us a table at the Children’s Defense Fund’s annual dinner honoring resilient young people and we asked the teens to write an essay about how they are beating the odds. A 16-year-old boy who lives with his mother in the shelter wrote, “I'm just doing what I got to do just to get by while I'm in the situation I'm in. I'm just not used to things like this. I just hope things get better, not just for me but for everybody who has problems like mine. I need to stay focused and stay on my game to get where I want to be. I know it's going to be difficult, but I am willing to do what I got to do because a hard working mother raised me that way." The family lost their home of 20 years after a medical crisis. When we returned to the shelter, his mother thanked us and said, “I know he had fun because I haven’t seen him smile in days.”

The teens begged us to start a field trip program so they can get out and visit the Washington Monument, go to a jazz concert, go hiking in the woods, and have more special meals together outside of the shelter. And so I ask you to consider an end-of-the-year contribution to help the Playtime Project keep our seven weekly playtime programs running each week, and continue to expand our programs in response to the needs of the families, including starting a field trip program for the teens at D.C. General, just as they asked us to do.

On the second page of this letter, you will see summaries of the programs we operate. You can give the gift of play on our website at www.playtimeproject.net by clicking the “Donate Now” icon. On behalf of our Board members, Program Associate, Site Coordinators, volunteers, shelters, parents, and children we serve, thank you for giving the gift of play this holiday!

Warmest wishes, 

Jamila Larson

Jamila Larson, LICSW

Executive Director, Co-Founder
The Homeless Children’s Playtime Project (HCPP) helps five homeless shelters in our nation’s capital better meet their mission while uniquely meeting our own:

1.) To reduce the traumatic effects of homelessness on children by giving them the time, space and positive attention they need to be children and enjoy the right to play,

2.) To give parents battling homelessness a weekly break they can count on to do laundry, make dinner, attend life skills classes, G.E.D. study sessions or counseling appointments in the shelter, 

3.) To prepare volunteers to implement our model, which gives them the opportunity to serve their communities in a way that produces immediate results, and 

4.) To educate city leaders and shelter administrators about the special needs of children and families in homeless shelters to enhance the services provided to a population that is often seen as invisible. 

The output of our organization is joy!
Where We Play...

· At Turning Point Transitional Housing Program, HCPP cares for 25 children in the baby room and play room two nights every week so the young mothers can attend mandatory life skills classes and counseling sessions. The Director says she literally could not run her programs without ours.

· At Northwest Church Family Network, HCPP serves 25 children two nights every week in our playroom to give parents with HIV time to cook dinner, do laundry, get groceries, and take a break from parenting responsibilities while they know their children are safely cared for downstairs.

· At D.C. General Emergency Family Shelter, since October we have served 59 children, each week 30 of whom enjoy educational craft activities, reading, games, and active play in the largest shelter for families. The parents are grateful that we come back every week and 100% of the parents reported in a survey that both they and their children are “less stressed, happier and calmer” after playtime. 

· Hope Apartments is a residential program in southeast DC for parents recovering from substance abuse where Playtime volunteers serve 15 children in our indoor and outdoor play spaces each Saturday morning. Basketball, football, hoola-hoop, lacrosse and tag is how the weekend begins!

· Park Road Emergency Family Shelter is our newest site in Columbia Heights that with your help will open its doors to 30 children each week as soon as our playroom is complete in January 2010.

Another Creative Way to Give:  Fulfill items on our Target or Toys R Us Baby Registry!
Each of our five playrooms in the five shelters we serve needs certain toys and supplies.  Giving inkind contributions of toys that will be enjoyed by hundreds of children all year long can be a fun and meaningful addition to your holiday shopping!  We have put these items on two baby registries for your convenience so you can order online and have them shipped straight to our office.  We will then send you our thanks and a receipt!

Visit www.target.com or www.toysrus.com and click on baby registry, then type in Jamila Larson as the parent name or enter jamila.hcpp@gmail.com or the ID #014399700817213 for Target or 44689953 for ToysRUS.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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