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Our Program:  At Wonder, a program of Sierra Forever Families, we match kids in foster care, one-on-one, with caring adults who listen, support, and guide each child through fun experiences in music, the arts, sports, volunteer service, dining out, and nature. 

· Each child (Explorer) spends about 8 hours a month with his or her Guide for one year (including outings and phone calls).
· Activities happen mainly outside of the home in the community.
· Transportation and activity costs are provided by the Guides.

Our Guides:  All of our Guides are adults (21 years or older) who genuinely enjoy children.  They are caring, committed individuals who know how to listen, play and laugh.  Before accepting any adult as a Guide for our program, we thoroughly screen each person:

· Each applicant completes a five page application and is interviewed in person by one of our staff.  
· We gather three personal references for each applicant.

· Each applicant obtains the legally required background clearances and submits a copy of his or her DMV driving record and proof of auto insurance.

· Each applicant completes 15 hours of interactive training.

Support & Supervision:  Once accepted into our program, Guides are supervised regularly by a Coach who offers support and checks in with the Explorer and Guide monthly.  Regular communication with social workers ensures any issues can be addressed right away.  The Coach will also check in monthly with each Caregiver to make sure things are going smoothly.
A little Wonder goes a long way… Each child gets the chance to participate in a wide range of activities. For some kids, these experiences will be “firsts”—filled with excitement and self-discovery. For others, it’s an opportunity to explore personal interests and talents. For all of them, it’s the stability of a consistent adult who encourages them to try something new, engages them in conversations and enriches their lives. 
· One-on-one attention from a caring adult helps kids develop social skills and build trust.
· Kids build confidence by doing.  Encouragement and support help each child feel safe enough to try something new.  

· Years of research confirms that children with mentors show academic improvements and are less likely to use drugs and alcohol.
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