UCLA’s MUSIC PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM: REACHING OUT TO INNER-CITY YOUTH

Since its inception in 1994, the Music Partnership Program at UCLA has become a solid and respected part of UCLA’s Music Outreach programs.  The Music Partnership Program is recognized as a truly innovative program that changes the lives of urban young people in a unique way. 

When Dr. Jon Robertson became the chair of the Music department at UCLA in 1993, one of his highest priorities was to counter the pervasive attitude of so many high-school students in inner-city Los Angeles who viewed continuing their education beyond high school, particularly at a selective school like UCLA, as a near impossibility. To combat this misconception, Dr. Robertson formed a partnership with Fernando Pullum, the band director at Washington Prep High School in South Central Los Angeles, to create the UCLA Music Partnership Program. The program began with two distinct goals: (1) to provide serious musical training to increased numbers of low-income, inner-city high school students and (2) to encourage this same youth-at-risk population to aspire to continue their education beyond the high school level. The program has since expanded to include elementary, middle and high school students at five inner city sites offering musical instruction after-school. In addition to musical instruction, the program now offers personal mentoring, academic and SAT tutoring, and cultural enrichment components. The current goal of the program is to further develop its unique approach to continue to impact the lives of each participant at every partnership site. The program has been extremely successful as every Music Partnership Program participant has graduated from high school and most have gone to college. The program has given students the motivation and confidence to succeed academically and to avoid the pitfalls of urban adolescence, and as the Music Partnership Program increases its involvement with elementary and middle-school aged children, children’s lives will be impacted at an even earlier age as they discover and develop their musical talents during their formative years. 

Since 1998, the UCLA Department of Music has partnered with the Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood to help develop and implement their music program. Through the UCLA Music Partnership Program, talented UCLA music students have served as instructors and mentors to the children at the Club. The primary goal of our UCLA teachers is to create an environment of growth and enthusiasm surrounding the music program while giving the students who are involved a solid beginning to their musical experience. 

The Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood has a unique opportunity to provide a valuable and much needed service to the youth of the communities it serves. Because of the well-documented cuts in public school arts education over the past decade, the vast majority of youth in Hollywood are not afforded the benefits that music can offer as a performing art, a productive extracurricular activity, and a potentially life changing experience. Through the Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood’s Music Program, however, these youth can not only learn about music and music performance, they can also come to know the meaning of discipline and responsibility, they can experience success as individuals and as a group, and they can learn to communicate both creatively and interpersonally.

The UCLA’s Music Partnership Program with the Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood continues to thrive.  In all, close to 100 children have participated this year in a beginning keyboard lab, individual piano lessons, and guitar lessons. The demand for piano lessons is so high; we have had to create a waiting list for those students we are unable to fit into the teachers’ schedules.  During this year about students have signed up to take piano lessons with about 30 receiving regular lessons each academic quarter. At the end of the school year, Boys & Girls Club students performs at the Year-End Music Partnership held in UCLA’s Schoenberg Auditorium. This concert provides a great opportunity for the students to perform in front of peers, students from other local schools, and the UCLA community.

