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Introduction:
Most Palestinian refugees who live in Lebanon live in poverty. This can be observed across several socio-economic indicators such as low income, few assets held by the household, poor housing, poor education, poor health, and many others. However, these factors fail to explain the persistence of the low socio-economic status suffered by most Palestinian households.  Identifying these restrictions as systematic social exclusion. Particular attention is given to the camp as a form of exclusion, aggravating the existing legal discrimination against Palestinian refugees.
The report will assess the current situation as well as the needs and views of the vast majority of the Palestinian refugees sheltering in 6 camps namely: Naher EL Bared , Badawi , Ein LE Helwi , Buss , Rachidieh and Burj Chamali camps 
Statistics confirmed that the poverty rate in these camps reached 73%, and 65% suffered from unemployment according to the popular committees and people themselves, these conditions were exacerbated by the unjust Lebanese laws against Palestinian refugees, which deprived them of their most basic human and social rights, the most recent one of which was the resigned Minister of Labor Camille Abu Suleiman ".

Demonstrations have convulsed Beirut and other cities across Lebanon since mid-October, forcing the prime minister to resign and shaking confidence in an economy that was already in crisis. Protesters’ anger is focused on the perceived corruption of Lebanese sectarian politicians who have dominated the country since the 1975-90 civil wars.
The recent deterioration of the socio-economic and political situation in Lebanon indicates that implications and other effects are much more difficult among the refugees community in Lebanon. It has become obvious that the political, economic and financial crisis that Lebanon is experiencing, has cast a shadow over all residents of Lebanon in general and especially on Palestinian refugees who are already suffering from hazardous and difficult situations.
For the purpose of observing the details of how the Palestinians are suffering in the Palestinian Camps, 
Months ago, and before the decision that were taken by the minster of work that says all the foreigners that lives in Lebanon must have a permission to get a job, there was an economic and social crisis that hits the Palestinian camps. And based on a survey study by the American University of Beirut in coordination with UNRWA shows the following:
· 65% of the Palestinian refugees in addition to 90% of the Palestinian refugees from Syria live in Lebanon in poverty.
· 6% from these groups live in extreme poverty, and they did not have the ability to secure their living, from nutritive materials.
· According to the percentage of unemployment Palestinian refugees living in Lebanon, it is 23.2% and 52.5% the unemployment of Palestinian refugees that are coming from Syria.
And after the decision of the Minster of Work in Lebanon, which the Palestinian refugees see that as an unjust to apply this law on them as refugees, which in turn sets their right of going back to Palestine underground. So, the Palestinian Camps revolted against this decision, and they did many actions to make an effect on the Minster to change his decision or make an exception for the Palestinian refugees. Yet there was no reaction, and the bad situation of the refugees became worst. 
· Many Palestinian refugees lost their jobs.
·  The markets in the camps stopped their deals with the outside markets.
· Also, the Palestinian in Europe stopped the transfer of their money to their Palestinian families in the Camps.
For the above-mentioned reasons, many social, psychological problems occurred, the percentages of divorce, unemployment, stealing, and other crimes increased. The educational situation became worse, many children left the schools to work and help their families secure their living. Many children became under psychological depressions, going to school without money and their daily sandwich at least which affected their study. UNRWA is still un able right now to do an effective response to the deteriorated economic situation facing the refugees due to the following: 
· UNRWA itself is still trying to fulfill its financial gaps at least to cover its financial needs until the end of December, where UNRWA received almost $4.5 million, or 30.4%, of the funds programmed by the LHF. The 1st reserve allocation was launched as a response to the funding cuts to UNRWA, and to ensure the continuation of legal assistance to Palestinian refugees, and in particular to assist Palestinian refugees from Syria achieving civil status registration and legal stay.

· With the contribution from the LHF, UNRWA was able to cover the needs of winterization assistance for all Palestinian refugees from Syria.  

· Recognizing the urgent humanitarian needs and deep funding shortage, especially in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock is releasing US$30 million from the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to urgently support humanitarian services for the Palestine refugees in need of assistance through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 

· A loan of $15 million will support UNRWA’s life-saving humanitarian activities in oPt and in its other fields of operation, until additional funding is received.

Observations and incidents since the 17th of October;  
NABA’A team started to  monitor the main changes taking place among the Palestinian refugees in 6 Palestinian camps ( Naher EL Bared , Badawi , Ein EL Helwi , buss , Rachidieh and Burj Chamali ) , where  some  indicators shows and proven  that  the socio-economic situation is worsening , while the main Common observations and indicators in all camps were as follows:

· The high numbers of families whom are approaching Nabaa to get assistant reaches 2067 since the beginning of November till the end of the same month. This number has not been recorded within Nabaa center and its the highest since 2012 when the 2nd wave of Syrian refugees fled into Lebanon.
	
	Buss 
	B. Chamali
	E.EL Helwi
	Rachidieh 
	Badawi 
	N.B.C 

	Cash /Surgeries 
	47
	58
	138
	65
	91
	118

	Food items  
	60
	72
	129
	71
	89
	122

	Bed materials 
	40
	41
	76
	61
	62
	78

	Heating 
	27
	62
	107
	35
	101
	109

	Rent Subsidy 
	7
	22
	67
	15
	30
	67


· The unavailability of some types of goods from the mini-market shops as a result of high prices, especially milk and imported materials. 
· Sales decreased by 80% on minor materials and 50% on basic materials.
· Empty shops shelves because of the inability of owners to import materials for the inability of the people to buy because of the high prices. 
· Closing many shops due to the fact that shopkeepers are unable to pay for renting and buying materials.

· The owners of "food stores" have stopped selling items in debt to families and they are requesting them to pay in cash.
· Decrease in the percentage of purchasing meat and chicken up to 70%, where sellers indicated to reduce the purchase of basic goods by this percentage.
· Increase in the prices of basic materials such as rice, sugar, oil, etc. ….
	Item
	Quality
	weight
	price in September
	Price in December
	Difference price

	Rice


	Egyptian Rice
	4.5kg
	7,500
	9,500
	2,000

	
	Italian Rice
	4.5kg
	11,000
	14,000
	3,000

	
	American Rice
	4.5kg
	17,500
	25,000
	7,500

	Sugar
	 White sugar
	4.5kg
	4,500
	6,500
	2,000

	Canned bean
	Shtoura 
	75g
	1000
	1,500
	500

	spaghetti
	Barella
	500g
	1,500
	2,500
	1,000

	Lentils
	Al Zahra
	900g
	2,500
	3,000
	5,00

	Soya Oil

	Manaret shtora

 
	4.5L
	9,500
	13,500
	4,000

	
	
	9.5L
	18,000
	25,000
	7,000

	
	Slim
	9.5L
	15,000
	21,000
	6,000

	Tea
	Ras lhsan
	1kg
	12,500
	19,500
	7,000

	Egg
	Carton Eggs
	2kg
	4,000
	5,500
	1,500

	Flour
	 Al bsat
	900g
	6,500
	7,750
	1,250

	Tomatoes paste
	 yamama
	1kilo and300g
	4,250
	5,500
	1,250

	Labane 
	  baldeye
	1kg
	7,000
	10,000
	3,000

	Yogurt 
	 Khoury 
	4.5kg
	9,000
	10,000
	1,000

	Cow Meat 
	  Fresh meat 
	1kg
	10,000
	14,000
	4,000

	Chicken fresh
	 
	3kilo
	10,000
	15,000
	5,000

	
	 
	1kilo
	5,000
	7,000
	2,000

	Milk
	Nido
	3 kilo
	28,000
	32,000
	4,000

	Gas
	 1jar
	12kilo
	15,750
	19,750
	4,000

	Detergents


	      Persil

 
	2kg
	5,000
	6,500
	1,500

	
	
	4kg
	14,500
	18,000
	3,500

	
	 Clorox
	 
	1,500
	2,500
	1,000

	
	 Flash
	 
	4,000
	5,000
	1,000

	
	Shampoo/ Noura
	gallon
	4,000
	5,500
	1,500

	
	 Tissues/ warda
	10 boxes
	13,500
	16,000
	2,500

	
	 Liquid soap/Hygiene
	250ml
	2,500
	3,000
	500


· Most homeowners and shops who rent their homes are requesting the rent amount to be in US dollars or Lebanese pounds at an exchange rate of 2,000 Lebanese pounds for every US $ 1.
· People started to buy food that is expired or close to completion due to their inability to buy usable items
· Traders are requesting from the owners of shops in the camp to pay their debts in US dollars.
· Increasing in the percentage of the debts as a result of missing enough money.

· Increasing in the prices of the nutritive materials as a result of exploitation practices by the owners of the big stores and markets.

· Sale of expired items
· Landlords demanded to pay in dollars, which led families to search for less cheap houses.
· Families had started to drawn their children from the kindergartens because they unable to pay the fees and this number will increase with the coming days.
· More than 50% of parents participated in the 12 FG mentioned that they aren’t capable of giving their children money when they have to go to school.
· Inability of the families to pay the fees of buses to transport children to kindergartens and schools.

· Most of people participated in the 12 FG confirmed and argue that the number of people below the poverty line has increased to 80% according to preliminary estimates. 
· At least 7 shared cases related to stealing crimes were happened in the camps during November! This is weird comparing with the previous periods. 
· Women participated within the 6 FGs  mentioned the Increasing of the numbers of the divorce cases
Ein El Helwi:

· 95% of the youth from Ein El Helwi “down street " are unemployed, where most tends to organizations in order to gain their livelihoods or to be provided with job opportunities.
· Nearly 15 shops were closed in Ein el-Hilweh camp.
· Many shops are going to be completely closed in Ein El Helwi" Al Tahtani Street “and “vegetable market street”, because of the inability to buy goods and pay rent shops.
· Almost ten people near to Khalid Bin Al Walled Mosque in the Gemayzeh neighborhood have not been paid their monthly salary for 3 months.
· Two divorce cases were registered in Ein El Helwi due to the inability of the family to be financially sufficient and the inability to provide the necessary needs.
· More than 40 Palestinian employees, who are working at Hassanein and Hijazi companies, earn half salary and work 15 days a month since the beginning of the crisis.
· More than 20 people, who are working in the fun world, have been paid half a salary since the previous three months.
·  48 workers from inside the camp were fired from the waste plant and the rest receive their salaries in several payments.
· Several camp residents expected that if this crisis continues, its impact will go beyond another context such as cases of theft, crimes, etc.
North Camps:

· Nahr al-Bared camp is almost closed since the beginning of the crisis.
· Construction work on package 5 was stopped by the contracting company with UNRWA due to the financial crisis.
· Two robberies armed with knives for the purpose of stealing have occurred, when two people were forced to try to reach the highway through the agricultural road.
· The percentage of tenants in Nahr al-Bared reaches 40% (10% of Syrians) suffer from the difficulty of paying monthly rent.
· 12 people were fired from work in social institutions.
· Sanita has consistently forced 10 Palestinian employees to work for only three days a week as a result of the crisis.
· 8 shops were completely closed in Jabal al-Badawi (mini-market shops and clothes shops).
· Workers in the agricultural sector are completely unemployed.
· Cafes in both Badawi and al-Bared are full of guests during the day, while they were notorious for overcrowding at night, indicating the extent of unemployment.
· Landlords demanded to pay in dollars, which led 40 families to the search for less cheap houses.
· 40 children had drawn from the kindergarten because their families could not pay the fees and this number will increase with the coming days in Badawi camp.
· Inability of families to pay the fees of buses to transport children to kindergartens and schools.
· The owners of "food stores" have stopped selling items in debt to families and demanded that they pay in cash.
Tyr camps:

· Two cases of homes theft have recorded this month.
· Reduced working hours for employees in the hotel and restaurant sector to about half of the time / half salary.
· Arrest of citrus collectors from work due to the preference of the owners of orchards in Tire and Qasmieh to leave the season damaged on trees.
· The cries and objections of young people, especially those belonging to the factions (Fateh) to receive their salaries in dollars.
· Almost 5 cases are unable to secure the cost of school uniforms.
· The case of theft by an educated person because of this economic situation.
· By the observation of the school manager while following up the students, she noticed that several children are coming to school daily without food or money.
Meeting with service providers and UN agencies; 
Responding to the current harsh situation, Nabaa has invited the main services providers working within the Palestinian community in Lebanon  on  the 4th of December ,  where 43 local, international NGOs , UN agencies and  popular committees respond to the call in order to discuss the scenarios  expected as an output of the deterioration in economic situation and also to discuss what could be done right now until UNRWA become ready to face this challenge  ( noting that UNRWA has already borrow around 1 million dollar from OCHA to cover its running cost and salaries until the end of December 2019 , and UNRWA also might not be able to do an appeal to respond to this challenge due to its renewal and the promised fund from the international community . 

The main suggestions resulted by FGs were as follows;  

The objective of the 12 focus group sessions were  Discovering the  basic  unsatisfied needs and  priorities in the six  camps In order to understand the situation from the families point of view, were 12 focus group discussion took place in the 6 camps ( 6 with FHHs and 6 with MHHs ) .The team (5  community  workers  and  1 supervisor) have got an induction in order to achieve the Rapid  assessment successfully  through practicing three  different tools, Focus groups, semi structural interviews documenting their own observation . In order to achieve the objective of this assessment, a mixed team has been formed in each camp. 
114 care giver and parents has participated in the 12  focus groups ;48 Female Headed Households  participate in 6 FGs  and  66 Men have joint the 6 FGs directed to Men .  The main suggestions resulted by FGs were as follows;
· Instead of getting 3 months food, they want a monthly package includes food, clothes and diapers for children. Furthermore, a lot of families expressed that they would prefer to get money instead of the packages
· The priority of rented families is to pay house wages, otherwise they will stay homeless
· As already mentioned before the high unemployment rate is breeding a whole host of new problems that if not addressed will threaten the future of families and their youth, so people suggested to Find job opportunities so that they can provide a livelihood for their families, especially there are no aid, and UNRWA cannot provide aid due to the financial deficit in its budget, furthermore this will decrease the youth emigration.
· When asked about their needs, the majority answered that their priority was to pay the rent of their houses, food, cover the cost of the medicine ...etc, to put them   in their words “To be able to live a normal life and live in freedom.

· All camps need to urgently improve the hospitalization and health situation of the population. People suffering from diseases require support and assistance by organizations or donations for their medicines and drugs. Furthermore, the hospitals situation and equipment have to be improved as soon as possible as this then will solve other related problems.
· The closure of many stores due to the inability of families to purchase and also the inability of shop owners to pay the rent of the shops and the high prices of materials, this matter led to raising the unemployment increase and the deterioration of the conditions of families,

· Selling expired materials, this leads to health problems for families.
· Many stealing crimes happened, and the rate of divorced cases increased in all camps.
· These circumstances will force the families to get money from dangerous sources, like depending on the extremity’sorganizations.

· Increasing the number of drop out children from schools, and this led to increase the phenomena of children working in the street.
· Also, Young people need support and scholarships to pay university fees.

Nabaa Recommendations:

· Collecting funds from the already available service providers and keep it in one bulk in order to implement one multi-sectorial intervention without delay or laps. 

· Supporting the local initiatives that aims to establish food trucks and providing hot meals for the most marginalized families in the camps .

· Providing people with monthly package includes food, clothes and diapers for children, it is most urgent priority for all people in all camps

· Securing financial payments to cover the rent of the houses, and the cost of the medicine ...etc.

· Providing relief and social protection to all Palestine refugees and to strengthen the tripartite partnership between UNRWA, donor countries and host countries with a view to increasing donor response until a lasting solution to their problem is reached.

· Providing support to the shop owners to enable them to continue their work and selling at cheaper prices for families and this will lead to decrease the unemployment rate and create job opportunities in the camps.

· Providing financial support for families to be able to pay the fees and stationery for their children in kindergartens, schools, and universities, which reduce the dropout rate in camps.

· Supporting programs that provide Palestinians with job opportunities and supporting small-loan and income-generating projects that promote self-sufficiency to avoid them to belong in the extremist organizations to get the money and decrease the youth emigration rate.

· Continue to call on the Government and the donor community to fund projects such as the initiative to improve the standard of living of Palestine refugees and the living conditions in the camps, and similar initiatives aimed at ensuring the dignity of a decent life for Palestine refugees until their return to their homeland, in cooperation with the international community.

� � HYPERLINK "https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Lebanon%20HF%20Annual%20Report%202018.pdf" �https://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Lebanon%20HF%20Annual%20Report%202018.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://cerf.un.org/sites/default/files/resources/cerf_pr_unrwa_20170313_en.pdf" �https://cerf.un.org/sites/default/files/resources/cerf_pr_unrwa_20170313_en.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.unocha.org/story/opt-us5397m-urgently-needed-support-humanitarian-needs-19m-palestinians-2018" �https://www.unocha.org/story/opt-us5397m-urgently-needed-support-humanitarian-needs-19m-palestinians-2018� 





