“Peace Fleet” – Grassroots Film Screening Peace Project
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EthnoGraphic Media (EGM) tells true stories from around the world, capturing local responses to human problems. Donor supported, our films are catalysts at the grassroots level. We create emotional moments that finally unlock individual action for social change. 

The “Peace Fleets” are part of EGM’s ground-breaking Grassroots Screening campaign for its new film, Little Town of Bethlehem, which will motivate and empower audience members to take action and work towards peace between Israelis and Palestinians in our lifetime. 

EGM’s mobile screenings of Little Town of Bethlehem will give people from all over the United States the chance to learn about and get involved in the nonviolence movement for peace between the Israelis and Palestinians. 

Rather than exclusively showing our work in theaters, we go to our audience – to places like university campuses, places of worship, and community centers. And by partnering with the organizations on the ground, we create opportunities for the audience to connect on a deeper level to the important global issues of our time.

Film Synopsis:
Finding the courage to end violence through nonviolence.
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Little Town of Bethlehem shares the gripping story of three men, born into violence, willing to risk everything to bring an end to violence in their lifetime.

A Christian, a Muslim, and a Jew—shaped by events of their Palestinian and Israeli upbringing—find inspiration in the words and actions of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi.

Sami, Ahmad, and Yonatan believe that violence can indeed be stopped but recognize their own struggles will remain. Yet they will struggle together to discover a common humanity through non-violent action.

In the city of Bethlehem where it is said God became man, these men stand alongside others whose central desire is to be accepted and treated as fully human.

Their story brings fresh hope to the ongoing conflict between Palestine and Israel while taking a stand against violence throughout the world.

Peace Fleet:
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EGM’s Peace Fleet, 3 mobile billboard trucks that will embark on a six week transcontinental trek across the continental U.S., will promote a message of nonviolence throughout the country amongst first-movers, setting the stage for a grassroots movement that will use the film as a catalyst for social change.  The Peace Fleet will travel from New York City to San Francisco, stopping along the way to project Little Town of Bethlehem onto the sides of buildings—and even the sides of the truck—at college campuses, parks and parking lots of community and faith-based organizations. 

Each screening will have a local host with whom EGM will provide an extensive activism kit. The kit will include: 

· DVD of the film; 

· Promotional posters to create awareness of the screening; 
· an educational information packet including a history of the region, informational maps and key character bios; 
· Discussion questions and access to an online community;
· Peace Card kit:  pre-printed postcards calling for peace, which will be personalized, signed, then collected from the audience and sent to Washington D.C. during a significant legislative date.
