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Carpenter St. Croix Valley Nature Center (CNC) consists of some 720 pristine acres in Minnesota and Wisconsin, 15 miles of hiking trails, and a hands-on Interpretive Center  which is free and open to the public year round.  CNC is located 5 miles north of Hastings, MN or 2 miles west of Prescott, WI on the beautiful St. Croix River.  





The breathtaking site includes many different habitats including wooded ravines, riverfront, tall pines, apple orchard, restored prairies, wetland complex, and open meadows.  The grounds are home to many animals including several varieties of raptors, songbirds, mammals, and herptiles.





In fulfilling its mission, CNC provides environmental education programs for some 15,000 students on site and 3,000 students off site each year.  In addition some 10,000 people come to explore on their own each year.





The Carpenter St. Croix Valley Nature Center fosters appreciation and inspires stewardship of the natural world through quality environmental education, conservation practices and outdoor experiences for visitors of all ages and capabilities. 
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Internships at CNC provide an opportunity for students to gain hands-on experience in either Environmental Education or Horticulture.  Interns work closely with professional staff in training, completing projects, and daily work experience.  Internships are typically full time (40 hours a week) and are offered for Fall (12 weeks, Sep. - Nov.), Winter/Spring (Jan.—May), and Summer (10 weeks, Jun. - Aug.).





Environmental 


Education Internships


As an Environmental Education intern, you will receive training from staff naturalists to teach a variety of environmental education programs to all ages (primarily students K - 6th grade).  Interns also help with ongoing research projects and assist with care for the Center’s many program animals.  Opportunities will be available to learn new techniques for developing and evaluating programs as well as developing public exhibits and educational displays.








Horticulture Internships


Horticulture Interns work hand in hand with the staff horticulturist as they gain work experience and training.  Interns will assist with the apple orchard (utilizing Integrated Pest Management), help to maintain and restore native prairie and oak savanna, and assist with all gardening at the Center.





What can interns expect at CNC?


Orientation to CNC’s facilities and operations.


Thorough training prior to directed work experience.


Support, fair treatment, and encouragement.


Helpful ideas and suggestions.


Open communication.


An atmosphere that encourages new ideas and input.


A variety of daily activities, most of which are outside.


An effort by staff to put them in touch with potential employers and provide references.


Regular performance reviews.


Weekly meetings with supervisor.


A final written evaluation of their performance.





What does CNC expect from interns?


Commitment to CNC’s mission.


Professional attitude.


A desire to learn.


An honest effort to perform to the best of their ability.


Open communication. 


Willingness to offer new ideas.


Timeliness and cooperation.


A good work ethic.


A final project to benefit CNC.





Benefits of an internship at CNC:





Professional training and evaluations.


Hands-on work experience in environmental education or horticulture.


Involvement in CNC’s programs and projects.


Days off and comp time if agreed upon in contract.


Access to research materials (library, professional staff, etc.).


On-site housing (optional).


Academic credit (optional).


$150 weekly reimbursement for living expenses.





Qualifications needed for an 


internship at CNC:


Desire to pursue a career in  environmental education or horticulture or to use those skills in a future career .


Knowledge and interest in natural history of the Midwest.


Ability to relate to people of all ages and abilities in a friendly manner.


Self-motivation, ability to stay on task.


Responsibility and reliability.


Good written and oral communication skills.


Hiring preference is given to junior and senior college students who are pursuing a degree in a related field.





To apply:  Send or email application, resume, & letter of intent at least 2 months prior 


Applications available at www.CarpenterNatureCenter.org  


For questions:  call (651) 437-4359 or email Mayme@CarpenterNatureCenter.org
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