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What is MayaWorks?
MayaWorks is a collaboration of women from Guatemala and North America whose mission is to empower Maya women to end their cycle of poverty and improve their lives.   Giving women an opportunity to earn an income from their skills gives them self-confidence and hope for themselves, their children, their family and their village.
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Interweaving Lives, Discovering One World



Volunteers sell MayaWorks products, creating a market for the traditional arts of Maya artisans.  MayaWorks helps artisans transform their skills into a means of financial support for their families.    

In addition, through the provision of microcredit, MayaWorks gives women the chance to expand and grow their businesses.  And working toward a brighter future for these communities, MayaWorks offers scholarships to Maya girls, giving them choices for their lives.

MayaWorks Weavings

MayaWorks weavings are created by Maya women who learned weaving from their mothers when they were little girls.  Some items are made on a backstrap loom and some on a treadle foot loom.  The backstrap loom, a pre-Columbian invention, is held taut by a leather strap around the weaver’s hips and by a rope attached to a post at the other end.  The weaver works about 5 hours to set up the warp threads of the loom.  She counts and picks up the design threads with a long stick, work the intricate pattern from memory.  A good weaver completes about an inch of weaving per hour.

The treadle foot loom is a method of weaving introduced by the Spanish.  Operating a foot loom is strenuous work requiring hours of set-up and close attention to ensure the patterns are correctly established.

Your Involvement Can Make a Difference 
Coordinate a MayaWorks Sale

Volunteer to coordinate a MayaWorks sale in your home, at your workplace, church or school.  The sale process is easy, designed for busy people.  Request products from the MayaWorks Distribution Center; they will arrive within three weeks on consignment.  Sell all that you can and return the unsold items along with payment for the products sold.
Join a MayaWorks Tour 
MayaWorks Tours are designed for people who would like to become involved or want to increase their participation in MayaWorks.  Tours provide an opportunity to travel to the Highlands, meet the artisans who create the MayaWorks products and learn about women’s economic and education issues.

Make a Donation
Your tax-deductible gift supports all the ways MayaWorks has to help Maya artisans transform their skills into a means of financial support for their families and offers them and their children a chance at a brighter future.  You can designate your gift for scholarships, microcredit or general support.      
To Find Out More

For information on how you can get involved, join a tour, make a donation, or order MayaWorks’ beautiful handcrafted products, write, call or visit us online.
From MayaWorks Weavers

“To have work and respect, for me, these are the important human rights.”

“Thanks to friends in the U.S. I know we have a market for our products.”

“Thanks to MayaWorks, I know that I have steady work and I can work at   home and take care of my children.”                                                                         

“Since MayaWorks, life is less of a struggle.”
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MayaWorks                                 

1732 W. Hubbard, Ste. 1A., ♦ Chicago, IL  60622
Phone/Fax: (312) 243-8050 ♦ Email: info@mayaworks.org
Website: www.mayaworks.org

