Project Title

Stop Sexual Harassment of Students in Schools In Ghana.

Organization Background

Pan African Organization for Research and Protection of Violence on Women and Children (PAORP-VWC) is a Non-Governmental Human Rights and Development Organization created on the 05/02/2008 and registered in Ghana on 12th September 2008 under the Registrar General’s Department and Social Welfare as a Charity no G-25,584. Though being a charity, we believe in integrated and participatory approaches in promoting meaningful Change that will provide a safer environment for women and children rather than just being charitable to them by providing their basic daily needs of food, Shelter and clothing. 

PAORP-VWC is an Non-Sectarian, Non-Political and Non-Profit-making Organisation out to lobby with policy makers and opinion leaders on behalf of women and children who are the most vulnerable in the society and whose voices are never been taken into consideration when major decisions are to be taken. PAORP-VWC is the voice of the voiceless pushing its ways across African countries. Its founding members are experts’ humanitarian professionals drawn across many African countries. With many years of staff experiences in the field of complex humanitarian emergency across Africa, PAORP-VWC is created to intervene where other organisations may not dare because of the complexity of the crisis. We work using gender sensitive participatory approaches to obtain sustainable solutions to our core values.

Project Information

In June 2009, a baseline survey was carried out by PAORP-VWC Ghana in Upper East Region Ghana in collaboration with local partners. The survey revealed that with the increasing rate of poverty, parenthood attitudes toward responsibility have become increasingly negative in the past years. The people have developed a sense of powerlessness and the resulting poor attitudes have lead to the suspension of educational facilities for children, poor medical care, poor nutritional intake among families; an overall regression in the standards of living. The number of vulnerable youth increases every year. These youth lack vocational skills and the capacity to become self-reliant. Unemployment is rampant. Most of them turn to migrate out of their villages to cities like Accra and Kumasi in search of jobs that not existing. When they arrived Accra or Kumasi and had no jobs to do because of lack of skills in any of the jobs they are searching for, they are forced into prostitution, arm robbery and Worst forms of child labor abuse. The end result especially to young girls is unwanted pregnancy with most of them acquiring diseases like HIV/AIDS which they later return to their local communities to spread among their fellow villagers.  
PAORP-VWC Ghana believes that unless those affected are provided with vocational skills, the number of vulnerable children in Bolgatanga Ghana will continue to grow. Our goal is to construct a multipurpose vocational training center with workshop equipments like carpentry tools, sewing machines, farm tools, hairdressing equipments, motor mechanic tools etc to be provided by Tools for Self Reliance UK by the early part of 2010, where youth of both sexes will come in to learn skills that will help them become self-reliant after graduating from the center. The center will focus on teaching youth (boys and girls between the ages of 12 to 25 years of age) from low income households modern skills in Carpentry work, sewing and dressmaking, motor mechanic, bicycle and Motor Bike repairs, hairdressing, etc. 
They will also learning basic English Language and Mathematic and other business skills that will help them to market themselves when undertaking businesses of their own. We are targeting about 200-350 vulnerable youth for three years vocational training which after then we will graduate them and enroll new set into the center. Our training will take recognizance of local market for different trades in order to a) identify in which trade new enterprises are required, b) to make sure that saturation of a limited market is not one of the unintended impacts of training and c) consult stakeholders over the appropriateness of the planned intervention this means that our target group we are hoping to support will often determine the trades we are likely to want to teach.  
Target Educational Establishments:

We are going to implement this advocacy project in 30 selected educational institutions within the Northern Region of Ghana where this crime is noted to be on an increase. 

Project Cost.

· $500 will be used to cover the cost of training of Students and teachers in 30 School within our target educational establishments.

· $150 will cover the cost of printing posters to create awareness on the ills of sexual harassment and abuse in schools and other educational establishment.
· $100 will help us to create peer educators among students for the multiplication of the training.

· $50 will buy stationeries for one peer educators group to facilitate their work within their establishments.

· $25 will help to facilitate the movement of peer educators for exchange program among schools

· $10 will help provide sound system for a school peer group meeting.
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