Dear Supporters:

I am writing from Mindanao after completing the first seminar to introduce our new service-learning peace education to the Mindanao Department of Education. The situation here in Mindanao is very intense.  As I am sure you know, there was a massacre of 57 people here earlier this week and security is very tight.  Ozamis City National High School the host of our seminar is providing additional security measures.  Ozamis City is not considered a secure area, but I was comfortable with the security measures that were provided. The region is on red alert and the Philippine National Police are everywhere.  The Philippine Marines are expected to be deployed next. I have now returned to Cagayan d’ Oro which is a more secure area.
One impact, of course, is that the need for peace has been dramatically highlighted. The educators in the seminar are very moved that SFP has come to Mindanao at this particular time.  For the people here it demonstrates our commitment. They have found that our curriculum is timely and provides significant new components to support their current peace curriculum in the schools. The educators in the seminar are responsible for peace education in the department of education.  

Now I am compiling the reflections and suggestions from participants.

In service,
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