The Citizens Foundation (UK) 

The state education system in Pakistan is crumbling: 10.9% of them are without a proper building, 37.7% without a boundary wall, 33.9% without water, 59.6% without electricity and teacher absenteeism is high. Pakistan ranks amongst the lowest countries according to the human development index of UNDP, and of the millions added to the population each year, only half will have access to any formal education - the remaining will never see the inside of a school.
The Citizens Foundation (UK) registered charity that raises funds and awareness for The Citizens Foundation (TCF) in Pakistan.  TCF was started in 1995 and is now Pakistan’s leading education charity.  It builds and operates purpose-built schools in Pakistan to provide a modern, holistic and quality education at an economic cost, for disadvantaged children.We aim to produce self-confident, civic-minded young adults, equipped to think for themselves in today’s world and realise their potential.

TCF has a nation-wide presence in over 100 towns and cities across Pakistan with more than 1000 school units teaching over 145,000 under-privileged children – 50% girls - regardless of ethnicity, gender, caste or religion.  TCF schools are built in deprived areas: urban slums and poor rural villages where the need is most dire and where most children would otherwise not receive an education.  They are scrupulously clean, light and airy with separate toilets, running water, well-equipped physics, chemistry and biology laboratories, computer rooms, libraries, an art room and a playground.  
Since more than two-thirds of women in Pakistan are illiterate, one of TCF’s most important aims is to have a 50:50 gender balance.  To achieve this, all 7,700 TCF teachers are women and this, together with being located in the heart of the communities we serve, has encouraged parents - particularly those in more traditional rural areas - to send their girls to our schools.

The means-tested fees we charge cover about 16% of our costs, the balance of 84% being met from donations.  TCF has won numerous international accolades for its professionalism, transparency and education model which provides quality, formal education at an extremely economical cost.   Funds raised in the UK go towards paying the running costs of what we call “orphan” schools – the many TCF schools that are no longer supported by the donor who paid for building them. This is crucial to our charity and by far our greatest priority.

We would like to request that Global Giving donors consider contributing towards the running costs of one 'orphan’ school at a cost of £11,976 for one year.  This running cost would include the provision of school uniforms, books, staff salaries, school transport, building repair and maintenance, training and evaluation and administrative overheads.  Any donation you are able to make would be greatly appreciated and would help us to provide a quality education to some of Pakistan’s most underprivileged children.  We have found that there is a near-insatiable appetite for education in Pakistan, not least for girls.  Children are the same everywhere, excited to be in a classroom, enjoying the playground but hungry for knowledge and craving the opportunity to fulfil their potential.
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