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Talesg from the hills

Agragamee School focuses on First Generation School Children, whose families have no background of school
education. There are many challenges in helping first generation school children build up academic skills, and
these are being increasingly recognised now. However, the learning levels are still dismal. A large proportion of
children are not able to read even at the end of elementary school! Others in that stage have only very
rudimentary reading abilities.

It must be noted that most of school learning begins only after one becomes a fairly fluent reader, which means
an average of about 200 words per minute with comprehension. If you have not become a fluent reader, with
fair comprehension of what you are reading, then your school learning does not begin, as almost everything in
schoolis from books! Learning any subject depends on reading.

Readingis a foundational skill on which all formal education depends. DhirJhingran points out that children who
donotlearntoread wellare likely to develop negative attitudes about school and less likely to complete school!

Thus, often First Generation School Children tend to drop out earlier even if they do join schools. The difference
becomes more marked in elementary school. Reports indicate that in school FGS Children have lower
attendance, less consistent performance, interruption of studies, and low self-esteem. Studies also report a
range of problems faced by first generation students regarding the curriculum, difficulties in completing
homework, adjusting to the timetable, and teaching. Compared to Non-FG students more than twice the
number of FG students face such problems with school learning.

Finally, FGS children face an adverse environment in school as compared to their more fortunate peers. Several
comparative reports indicate that more First Generation Students perceive levels of neglect and apathy from
their teachers and head masters. This affects self-esteem as also aspirational levels. This then becomes a vicious
circle: First generation school children do not get adequate academic support from their parents — and so are
unable to have good school education —and so cannot help their children do well in school and so on........... In
the case of First Generation Girls, the situation is even worse. This is evidenced in tribal girls and women being
the least literate section of the population.

In most Non-first generation families, the parents perform the role of teaching the child the First skills for school
learning including reading, counting and numbers. Agragamee's experience indicates that even 2™ generation
school children have significantly increased learning levels in early grades as compared to their FG peers.
Teachers are by and large not equipped to teach children these skills. There is very little of the pedagogy of
reading in most teacher courses. Nor are text books for kindergartens and first grades designed to help the child
develop the skills for fluent reading.

Given all this, Agragamee has focused on developing methods and approach for improving learning in first
generation school children. The method has helped children learn and blossom into confident youngsters, able
to read, write and learn with ease, and bubbling with life and curiosity. Tales from the hills is a testimony to the
abilities of all children given the right opportunities. We invite you to read, and give us feed back, so we might
improve, and take our purpose of ensuring equal opportunities to the most disadvantaged forward

Vidhya Das
Joint Director
Agragamee
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MY VILLAGE

y village is Uppar Chabri. There are 55 VRVYA F, "f WA ATz
IVIhousehoIds in our village. There are

three tube wells in our village. Three streams
flow through our village. Four Dangars (hills)
spread out in four directions of our village. The
Khara Dangar is in the east and Patarmali
Dangar is in the west while Jamagala Dangars
spread across the north. There are a number of
villages including Chhatrang, Pukijal,
Bhabadapadar and Padepadar around our
village. Agricultural fields surround our village in
all directions.  Most of the villagers do
agriculture and farming for income. Some
villagers also run small businesses.

There are two hamlets in our village — Adivashi
Sahi(Schedule Tribe hamlet) and Harijan Sahi
(Schedule Caste Hamlet). There is a temple in the
Adivashi Sahi. The residents of Harijan Sahi organize
Astaprahari Namayagna for the temple every year.
There is an Anganwadi Centre in our village. But,
the children are sent home after serving cooked
food and nothing is taught to them in the centre.
There is a school in our village. It has one female
teacher, and one male teacher. The children of that
school are not being taught well. The teachers
often don't come to the school. There e is a banyan
treeandaration shop nearthe school.

There is a rice-mill and a Karanja tree in the
Adivashi Sahi. Medicinal Oil is extracted from the
Karanja tree. We also use Karanja twigs as tooth-
brush. There is a Nilagiri tree near the rice-mill
house. We have a jackfruit tree in our backyard.
We have also planted corn, pumpkin, cucumber
and bitter-gourd there. Some of the villagers also
gototheforestto collectdry woodtosell.

.
g" d

The houses in our village have slab, sheet, tiles
or asbestos sheets. Some houses are made of
mud, while others have cement walls. Villagers
generally cultivate rice, Kosala, Kangu, Kuja
(Little millets), ridge gourd, pumpkin,
cucumber, pigeon pea, horse gram, black gram,
cowpea, on the hillsasalsoonthe low lands.







We celebrate Chaiti Parav, Diwali Paray,
Tokimara Parav, Uansa Parav. The most
popular festival is the Tokimara festival.
During this festival we all wear new clothes
and ritually sacrifice chicken at home and
make pitha (Cake made on the coals)on the
occasion. On behalf of the village a goat or a
sheep is sacrificed, the meat is distributed to
the entire household and then we all gather
or go to see the Tokimara festival. Our
neighbouring village is Padepadar, where the
Shivaratri Festival is held. We go there for the
celebration.

Our villagers go to Mahulpatna weekly
market on Wednesday and Benakhamar
market on Saturday and to Mukhiguda for
withdrawing money or for medical purposes.
There is a house for Community activities.
The lineman stays in this house. My village is
really very beautiful. That's why | love my
village very much.

Sasmita Majhi, Class: V,
Village: Uppar Chabri, Dist: Kalahandi, Odisha
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THE HILL NEAR OUR VILLAGE

The name of our village is
Kumbharsila. There is a large hill
near our village. People go to the hill to
get medicinal herbs, and women get
firewood from there. The Hill is very big,
and there are bears, dear, and other
animals there. People also take their
cattle to graze on the hill. Many types of
flowers bloomthere.

Many varieties of birds also live on the
hill. | had gone to get firewood there,
and found many varieties of trees. Many
other children also came with me that
day. | cut the most logs amongst all, and
| was also the first one to take them
home. We also get incense from the
hill. People from our village cultivate
finger millet, nigger, and pulses on the
hill. If our cattle get lost on the hill, it is
very difficult to find them. Beyond the
hill, there is another hill, we call it
Tangra Parbat. Unlike our hill, that hill
has nothing on it. That is why I like the
hill near our village. | often go there to
collect sticks to clean my teeth.
Shanti Kumbhar, Class:V,

Village: Kumbharsilla,
Dist.: Rayagada, Odisha.
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KATALI MY VILLAGE

hamlets in our village. Two Jhodia (an ﬂ"n :;q; ""l b e
indigenous ethnic community) hamlets, and o
two Majhi (another indigenous ethnic |
community) hamlets. Many people live in our
village. There is an Anganwadi (pre-school)
centre in our village. The Didi (elder sister)
there teaches singing and dancing to the !
children there. There are 5 hand pumpsin our
village. People use the water from these hand
pumps. Our Gram Panchayat is Maikanch.

Our village is called Katali. There are 4 ‘W h@‘@;\ﬁf

The people in our village grow vegetables forincome. They also cultivate paddy and
millets. They also cultivate summer paddy. There is a Government school in the
village with classes from I to V. Children study in that school.

.._ h ."“'.\. - b2 L .-‘h'- "".I'-"I‘ m j |
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We celebrate festivals
together. We also cultivate
cashew on the hill slopes,
and sell the cashew nuts in
the summer months for
income.

Rina Majhi,
Class IV, Village: Katali
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THE STORY OF THE MONKEY AND THE MAN

I n avillage, a man and a monkey lived together. One day they set out on a journey
to see new places. On their way they saw a rabbit. The rabbit asked, “Hey, monkey
and man, where are you going?” The monkey said they were going on a tour to see
places of interest. The rabbit said 'You carry on, | don't have friends'. The monkey
said the three of us can be friends. The rabbit wondered how they could be friends,
as he lived in the forest and both the monkey and the man live in the village. The
monkey said, you can stay with us in our house in the village. The rabbit readily
agreed and joined them. On their way they saw a pond. The monkey said what a
beautiful pond let us bathe in it. Then all three jumped into the pond, had a
wonderful bath, and went home. Another day they went on a visit and found a big
temple on their way. The priest of the temple had a coconut . The monkey took the
coconut from the priest. They shared the coconut between them, and went home

On reaching home they saw a tiger had entered their house. They demanded to
know why he had entered their house! The tiger said 'l am going right away', and he
immediately went away. Thereafter, the three friends cleaned up their house, and
lived happily ever after.

Shanti Kumbhar, Class: V,
Village: Kumbharasila, Dist: Rayagada, Odisha
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A THIEF'S STORY

There lived a thief a little away from the city. He robbed people's houses
everyday, but nobody could catch him. Though he burgled houses he took care
not to kill anybody. Everyday, he invented new plans for committing burglary.
Sometimes, he would even commit theft in broad daylight, and escape!

One day the thief got some duplicate diamondsand planned to cheat one of the

business men in \@Fa(ﬁ@w%gﬂmw

the city. The
g _.-l"" e —
|.:'i .-_&’: ) :: i a '_I.

*/g\
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business man was

an expert in
diamonds. The

thief showed him
the diamonds.
The businessman
examined the
diamonds, and
said these
diamonds really
seem very
valuable. He took
the diamonds and

EX

tested them, and
found them to be
false. He said
tothe thief, “what
kind of diamonds

" g;/

have you have
got? These are all = B
B TElp

fake! | can't keep = S

them. WW@%WB%E’%
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He told the thief that he didn't know
how to recognize real diamonds. |
have got real diamonds! | can show
themtoyou if youwant”

The thief got angry with the
businessman and retorted that the
business man did not know how to
differentiate real and fake
diamonds. If you have real diamonds
show me.' The businessman went in
and came out with a small packet
that contained real diamonds and
showed it to the thief. The thief was
schemingin his mind how to take the
packet fromthe businessman.

But, the businessman was also
clever and he held on to his packet of
real diamonds firmly. The thief tried

several times to take the packet, but failed each time. Finally, he went home very sad
and disappointed.

Jalendri Kumbhar, Class: IV, Village: Bhabadapadar, Dist. Kalahandi, Odisha
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RAN]JIT SAHU'S SCHOOL VISIT

dated 10th e |3 ke [) e || Bk ISk |
On or X, ﬁﬂf*

October 2018 a Sir - h‘*‘f}‘ 2 I CRYEE
visited our school. We y

asked  his name and
where he had come
from. He said that his
name was Ranjit Sahu
and that he hadcome all
the way from America.
He was very happy to
visit our school. We all
sat in the Main Hall for
an interactive meeting.
We asked several /A=
questions to know what
he was doing there and
how things were in
America . He also asked
us questions about what
we did in school, and
about our performance.
Then he asked usto tell a
story. Tapaswini and
Chandini raised their
hands. Tapaswini told a
story about a bird,
Chandini told the story
of a Mother and Son. We
all listen to their stories and clapped our hands when they finished. Thereafter,
Ranjit Sir told that he would show us American birds, and trees and plants. He asked
how many of us were interested to see the birds, animals and trees and plants of
America. We all raised our hands. Ranjit Sir then showed us many interesting birds,
animals, trees and plants of America.
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Those were blajet, eagle,
swan living in water, cat
bird, Dimiri tree, black
bird, plants with flowers,
honey bee sitting on a
flower, flock of birds
flying across in the sky,
singing sparrow,
wondering sparrow and
other birds. Thereafter,
Ranjit Sir gave us
American chocolate . We
found it very tasty. After
that Ranjit Sir left for
America.

Mani Kumbhar,
Class: V, Kumbharsila
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OUR FARM

very day, first thing in the morning, my
Efather goes to our field with the
bullocks and plough early in the morning.
Later in the day, my younger brother goes
to the field to bring the cattle home. My
elder brother goes to market to sell
vegetables. Then, my sister, two younger
brothersand | gotoschool. My motheralso
works in the field. My Bhaujo (sister-in-
law) stays at home. We grow vegetables
like Mula, brinjal, potato and cabbage. Our
father guards the fields, and brings
vegetables in a bag from there. We cook
these when we prepare our food. We
don't use any chemical fertilizers for our
vegetable cultivation. We only use cow
dung in the field. We also grow crops like
paddy, Mandiya, Kosala in another patch
of land. After harvesting these, we sell
some of it if anyone comes to buy them. If
any of the villagers requests for help we
give them some of our harvest, and keep
the rest for ourselves. Now, we have
cultivated tomato, chilly, onion, garlic. In
the rainy season we first plough the field
and prepare it and then we transplant the
paddy seedling. The finger millet is also
planted in rowss. This is how we cultivate
our land. sowing. This is how we cultivate
ourland.

Hn.llﬁ-l g

Hanita Kumbhar,
Class: V, Village: Kumbharsila
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STORY OF FARMER,
LADY'SFINGER AND BRINJAL

A man was living in a village. He grew
lady's finger and brinjal in his
garden. He was very fond of lady's finger
and brinjal curry. One day he went to his
lady's fingers field. There he found the
plants had more lady's fingers than
leave. He was very happy. He plucked
some of the lady's fingers and took them
home. He put it there and went to his
brinjal field.He also found plenty of
brinjals there. He also plucked some
brinjals and tookthem home. Thereafter,
he fried the lady's fingers and brinjal and
happily ate some of it. He saved the rest
to eat at dinner time. Then he went to

sleep. While asleep he saw in his dream
that thieves were stealing lady's fingers
and brinjals from his garden. In the
morning he got up and went to his
garden where he discovered that all the
lady's fingers and brinjals have turned to
gold. He collected the golden lady's
fingers and brinjals and went home.
Then he sold these golden lady's fingers
and brinjals and became a very rich man
and lived happily ever after.

Santi Kumbhar, Class: V
Village: Kumbharsila,
Block: Kashipur, Dist.: Rayagada
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STORY OF A TIGER AND
THE PEACOCK

tiger and a peacock
Alived in a forest.
Both were very good
friends . The tiger lived in
the forest while the
peacock lived in a big
tree. One day, the tiger
suggested that they visit
another forest nearby.
The peacock said ok lets
go. They crossed their
own forest range, and on
going further, they came
across a temple. They
went into the temple and
worshipped the deity
there. The tiger said to
the peacock that he had
never seen such a
temple. The peacock
replied, how could you,
when you have never
gone to such a place as
this before. Then they
walked further and
finally reached the forest. They roamed around and found that many birds and
animals lived there. The tiger and the peacock felt very happy to find such a
beautiful forest. The forest also had lots of fruits and flowers. The tiger and the
peacock ate fruits and lived there happily ever after.

Chandrika Kumbhar, Class: V, Village: Kumbharsila,
Block: Kashipur, Dist.: Rayagada, Odisha












