THE GIRL EFFECT

CHILD MARRIAGE

One in seven girls in the developing
world (excluding China) will be
married before the age of 15.

» Source 1.1

4

One-third of girls in the developing
world will be married before the
age of 18.

» Source 1.4

2

If nothing changes, there will be 142
million child marriages in developing
countries between now and 2020.
That’s 37,000 girls a day.

» Source 1.2

Child brides have a pregnancy
death rate double that of women
in their 20s.

» Source 1.3

<

Girls from poor families are nearly
twice as likely to marry before 18
than girls from wealthier families.
» Source 1.5

AT FIRST BIRTH

Half of all first births in the
developing world are to
adolescent girls.

» Source 2.1

Medical complications from
pregnancy and childbirth are the
leading cause of death among girls
aged 15-19 worldwide.

» Source 2.2

are five times more likely to die in
pregnancy or childbirth than women
aged 20 to 24.

» Source 2.3

her infant’s risk of dying in its first
year of life is 60 per cent greater than
that of an infant born to a mother
older than 19.

» Source 2.4

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Closing the joblessness gap between
girls and their male counterparts
would yield an increase in GDP of up
to 1.2 per cent in a single year.

» Source 3.1
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An extra year of primary school
education boosts girls’ eventual
wages by 10-20 per cent.

An extra year of secondary school
adds 15-25 per cent.

» Source 3.2

EDUCATION

3

Giving women the same access

to non-land resources and services
as men could increase yields on
women'’s land by up to 30 per cent,
raise total agricultural output in
developing countries by up to

four per cent and reduce the number
of hungry people in the world by
100-150 million.

» Source 3.3

When a girl in the developing world
receives seven years of education,
she marries four years later and
has 2.2 fewer children.

» Source 4.1
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Secondary school completion
rates for adolescent girls is below
five per cent in 19 sub-Saharan
African countries.

» Source 4.2
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