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The primary objective of Women Helping Women (WHW) is to assist the women of Guinea West Africa to become self-sufficient, moving them from a state of desperation and poverty to hope and independence.  This objective is achieved through our effective result-oriented programs that are based on education, economic development, and business training.  

There are 33 major cities in Guinea and WHW is operating in four (4) at present.  The short-term goal is to expand these programs into ten (10) cities by the end of 2013.  Long-term goal is for WHW to operate in all 33 cities in Guinea.  The plan is to replicate this program throughout the country, enabling women to change their future direction toward sustainability.

Guinea, like many developing nations, is experiencing severe poverty, poor housing, sub-standard or no medical care, high infant mortality rates, HIV/Aids at high rates and little or no education, especially for girls and young women.  The young girls and women of Guinea are often not educated, have few if any marketable skills and are often the victims of violent crimes.  This very fragile population is being served by WHW.

Women Helping Women or its French derivative Femme Aide Femme has been operating as an indigenous NGO in Conakry Guinea since 2004.   The President, Officers, Advisors, Mentors and Clients are all Guinean.  We believe the success of this program is based on local leadership on the front-line of the day-to-day operation which includes planning, training, allocating of resources and collecting of statistical data.  WHW USA’s role has been primarily financial and limited technical support.  WHW fully supports sustainable development initiatives which promotes participation of indigenous communities.  Such development efforts must involve, respond to, and be accountable to the people who will be affected by the results achieved.

We are all familiar with the civil unrest and international turmoil that can bubble over in developing nations when poverty and despair abound, however, the partnership between the United States and Guinea is strong and we believe our continued support of this program is critical in the continuation of that relationship.  The program serves any woman or girl regardless of her religious affiliation.  The result has been Muslim and Christian women working together and joining alliances.  This strategy has been instrumental in maintaining cooperation and collaboration with the government of Guinea.  We applaud the local leadership of Femme Aide Femme as they move toward self-sufficiency and sustainability.

WHW is helping single mothers, young girls, widows and elderly women. We believe that when you help a woman you help a nation.  When you educate a woman, improve her health and give her marketable skills to support herself and her children, she gets better, her children improve, and her entire community is better.  Healthy, happy women raise healthy happy male and female children who become great citizens of the world.

