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                                                                                       Mzesa Day Care Centre kids
INTRODUCTION

Mzesa Self Help Harambee Organization (Mzesa Day Care Centre) was founded in 2000 and got registration certificate in October 2003.  It is registered as a charitable Trust, operating as a Community Self-help Project/ Organization  under the auspices of the Ministry of Gender, Children and S Social Development.  It operates within Embakasi  Division, with activities focusing on education, health, environment  and other related issues mainly in sprawling slums of Soweto and its environs.  Mzesa  Day Care Centre has been carrying out pastoral missions, counseling, education, and outreach programs, training and  other disaster response activities that directly affect the poor residents of Soweto and its environs, to monitor the behaviors of the youth, school-going children, women, the sick, the affected and infected with the deadly HIV/AIDS and other related issues.

MZESA DAY CARE CENTRE  intervenes  in several critical activities affecting the poor, 
affected and infected, orphan children  of Soweto Slums and the environs.
These includes:-

 1)      School Construction , i.e. building  classrooms for the needy, orphans, the poor, infected and

           affected with HIV/AIDS children.

 2)      Pastoral activities i.e. prayers sessions, visitation, family life sessions, justice and peace 
           activities  liturgy especially for the HIV/AIDS related poor people.

   3)      Counseling, i.e. those infected or affected by HIV/AIDS pandemic, widows, orphans,

             alcoholism, and drug abuse, stds, abortion and sexual promiscuity, child abuse, child labour,

             child trafficking and child early marriage, peer education, youth in Boarding Primary and

              Secondary schools, higher learning institutions and private commercial organizations.

     4)      Women group activities, i.e. merry-go-round, seed fund, old women and widows, single

               mothers, HIV/AIDS education, and VCT,  skill training, capacity building, good family,

               life-styles and healthy practices.

     5)     Youth programs, i.e. youth material, arts sessions,  basket ball, foot ball volley ball, youth 
               fencing, adolescent behavior and responsibility, drug and alcohol abuse, pregnancies,

               healthy life-styles  and behavioral patterns.

      6)     Capacity  building, i.e. need for good hygiene, personal and homesteads,

               Healthy  environmental  practices, drainage and disposal systems in the Slums schools,

                eating places, clinics, and other public areas.

               The School is built on a makeshifts a 0.16395 Ha land  allocated to  Mzesa
                Self Help Harambee Organization/Mzesa Day Care Centre  within Soweto Resettlement

                Scheme.     Mzesa Day Care Cenre to date has managed to enroll  in its own

                school a total of  Three hundred and sixty  (360) orphans, poor, sick, infected and

                affected with HIV/AIDS children.  At the same time, it has recruited 12 teachers and 5
                support staff and constructed 8 semi permanent structures, 1 permanent structures (incomplete) to   serve as classrooms.   Our target beneficiaries totals to 400 school going of age bracket  3 years  to 14 years who comes within  to Soweto slums area with an indirect 500

               Beneficiaries who resides within the same area.

MZESA DAY CARE CENTRE   is a community based organization registered by the Government of Kenya in September 1998 with a vision to facilitate a critical mass of slum residents with knowledge and capacity to effectively deal with public health and environment issues, advocacy on various socio-economic Issues including poverty eradication, child labour, girl-child education and welfare.  Other  areas MZESA DAY CARE CENTRE   is involved  with includes HIV/AIDS awareness and various youth fencing activities.

Our current project on Poverty Eradication via Skills Training and Economic empowerment is as a
result of a baseline survey conducted in  July 2005 with the aim of addressing issues related to the 

HIV/IADS pandemic, education of poorest children, prostitution, alcohol and drug addition in 
Soweto Slums.

CONCLUSION

This is one of MZESA DAY CARE CENTRE’s projects geared towards education, reduction in HIV/AIDS infection and transmission among the school-going children, youth and young women in the Soweto  Slums
