Global Giving June 2026 Narrative Report 

From February 2026 to April 2026, different activities were done: trauma healing workshops, Self-help groups (SHGs), Income generating activities and the Women’s Socio-Economic Empowerment Center (WSEEC) Project. 
A. Trauma Healing Workshops

The FWA did two trauma healing workshops for a total of 40 gender-based violence survivors. The dates were March 23-25, 2026 and April 20-22, 2026. Both of them were done at in Maramvya in Bujumbura province. Participants were gender-based violence survivors. 
Stories 
“My husband took me to Maramvya, far from our home village. Later, he abandoned me with our four children in a rented house that I had to pay for on my own. Life became very difficult, especially when I fell ill and suffered from severe back pain that prevented me from working. In my distress, I remarried, but this man also got me pregnant and then abandoned me. Meanwhile, my first husband’s family asked me to return and take care of the children. I went back in fear, but after only seven days, he tried to kill me. I ran away to save my life. I now live in fear and instability, moving from one house to another with my child, depending on the mercy of others. My four other children live in different homes, and it pains me that I cannot see them freely. I am deeply traumatized, without hope or direction.But through the trauma healing workshop, my life began to change. I realized that I was not alone and that my pain was real but could be healed. I learned how to express my emotions and release the fear and shame I had been carrying. Little by little, I found inner peace”.
“I got married to a man, and at the beginning everything was going well. But over time, he changed. He started beating me over small mistakes. As days went by, the situation became worse. He would not even greet me when he came home, and our household was full of conflict. When I became pregnant, he showed no compassion. He continued to abuse me. One day, when I was six months pregnant, he beat me severely simply because I asked him about his behavior. I lost consciousness and woke up in the hospital. That incident deeply affected me. It was at that moment that I mourned my marriage and realized that I no longer had a husband. I returned home, but to me, he was like someone who had died. I bought everything I needed for childbirth by myself and hid it at a neighbor’s house. Until the day I gave birth, I did not tell him anything, because I felt he did not deserve to be shared that good news. This hurt him, but after a few months, he started again with his violent and strange behavior. I then decided to separate from him. Today, I live alone with my three children.

What marked me most during this workshop is that I now feel normal. Before, I felt ashamed, as if there was a voice telling me I had done wrong to leave my husband, that I should have endured everything like a “true Burundian woman.” That feeling has disappeared. Today, I accept myself as I am.”
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B. Self-Help Groups (SHGs)

Self Help Groups (SHGs).  The Rape Survivors’ Support (RSS) program of the Friends Women’s Association currently has established 79 Self Help Groups.
	No
	Name of SHG
	Month of creation
	Member Number
	Created by

	
	
	
	
	


	SHG Total Number: 
	79


Evaluation of SHGs
As the table shows, in this month March 3 SHGs were evaluated and the result are as follows;

	No
	About sharing 
	Number of SHG
	Total

	1
	Total money saved
	3
	14,000,500

	2
	Total Credit granted
	3
	16,600,000

	3
	Total interest
	3
	8,900,000

	4
	People who didn’t  paid 
	3
	0

	5
	Total money not refunded
	3
	0


Classification of SHG

After evaluation it was found that; 
	Active
	Less Active
	Sick
	Total

	3
	0
	0
	3
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In the month April 2 SHGs made a evaluation and the result are as follows;

	No
	About sharing 
	Number of SHG
	Total

	1
	Total money saved
	2
	15,600,000

	2
	Total Credit granted
	2
	17,800,000

	3
	Total interest
	2
	8,700,000

	4
	People who didn’t  paid 
	2
	0

	5
	Total money not refunded
	2
	0


Classification of SHGs
After evaluation it was found that; 
	Active
	Less Active
	Sick
	Total

	2
	0
	0
	2


C. Income Generating Activities
On April 7, 2026 there wa rice harvest in Maramvya. This is a project initiated by a group of GBV survivors after a three-day trauma healing workshop. This is their second harvest.
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RICE HARVEST IN MARAMVYA
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D. Women’s Socio-Economic Empowerment Center (WSEEC)
The Women’s Socio-Economic Empowement Center (WSEEC) is a new project that the FWA has started in the month of Jul 2024 under the support of the African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) of the Friends Peace Teams) and the Canadian Friends Service Committee. The aim is to avail training rooms and a temporary safe shelter for gender-based violence survivors at the FWA headquarters. This project will cost $200,000. We have so far mobilized $81,600 including $21,600 from The African Great Lakes Initiative of the Friends Peace Teams, $10,000 from the Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC) and $50,000 from the Segal Family Foundation (SFF).
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