Global Giving September 2021 Narrative Report 

From September 2021 to December 2021, different activities were done: trauma healing workshops, Self-help groups (SHGs), income generating activities and the Street Business School (SBS).
A. Trauma Healing Workshops

The first three-day trauma healing workshop was done on September 14-16, 2021. In the month of October 2021, three follow up sessions (60 women achieved) were done in order to evaluate the impact of trauma healing workshops for GBV survivors. In the month of November 2021, another three follow up sessions (60 women achieved) were done in order to evaluate the impact of trauma healing workshops for GBV survivors.  Facilitators were Grace Horanimana, Gisele Misago and Augustin Harushimana.
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A Group photo after a three-day trauma healing workshop
“My name is Claire, this program has been very beneficial to me and family. My husband is alcoholic, every day he comes home drunk. I have suffered many forms of gender-based violence.

Before coming to this training I was a woman who stays at home every day, I was ashamed to go among the others because in the neighborhood everyone knew my situation and they were pointing finger at me calling me MARUSHWA {sorrow); that made my pain worse because it was easy to support my husband but knowing that everyone knows my situation has become unbearable for me.

I thank FWA with all my heart because if FWA didn't exist I don't know where I would be now. FWA healed me; normal stress and traumatic stress were explained to us and I understood that if I do nothing in my life I will die sooner. I also understood in “the web of healing” that if I manage to be healed my children will also be spared from trauma.

At the end of the training I joined the savings group and I applied for a loan and started working. Until now I was able to save 37,000FBU for me it is like million because I had never had such amount of money without asking my husband or my family.

This program has increased my self-esteem. I felt capable and saw that it is possible to take care of my children financially without begging money.

At the start of the school year, I was able to buy everything I needed for my three children. I am the leader of my saving group. I was able to pay food for my family including my husband; I have stopped counting on my husband. I take him as he does not exist; this gave me peace in my heart.  When I look at myself I'm proud and I have so many plans for the future”.
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Follow up sessions for GBV survivors  
“My name is Saidatte, I suffered too much in my marriage and I decided to leave my husband after 17 years. Before coming to the training I was so much traumatized and I did not know it. I was able to understand that the violence I suffered had great consequences in my life: I became an irresponsible woman. Alcohol was my best friend; I was even a street beggar. I started to sell cooked corn. But I could not prepare them because of the alcohol.

I thank the one who invited me because after training I was able to change because she remained close to me advising me. Now, you also see that I am a woman like others ; I laugh, I wash my clothes I do a small business which makes us live me and my children. In my head I feel peace and I am among the other women in the savings group. Being with others helps me a lot because I feel like I have value too”.
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B. Self-Help Groups and Income generating Activities 
At the end of November 2021, we had a total of 145 SHGs in Kamenge, Bujumbura Mairie province for a total of 3438 women and 30 SHGs for 738 women in Nyabiraba commune, Bujumbura province.
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C. Income Generating Activities
Income generating activities have continued.  The handmade baskets project by young girls has continued at our FWA office. Three SHGs in Nyabiraba have harvested potatoes. 

The first harvest was done on September 17, 2021. The second one was done on September 28, 2021. We had planted 210 kg of potatoes. We have harvested 2200kg or 2.2 Tons.

The first harvest on September 17, 2021
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The second harvest on September 28, 2021
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Four SHGs in Nyabiraba are now growing corns.
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D. Street Business School

In the month of September 2021, three modules (6, 7, and 8) of the Street Business School (Business Planning, Growing Your Customer Base and Money Management) were covered. The third promotion was graduated on November 12, 2021. A total of 40 women received their certificates.
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A peaceful walk to attract more people to SBS and to enjoy the graduation day
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A short sketch to show how to do business in a way you attract more customers
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From left to right: FWA coordinator, FWA legal representative vice, Kamenge zone chief and Kamenge zone security chief
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Dancing of joy after graduation
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Sharing food after the graduation ceremony
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
							

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


