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Youth Leadership 
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Women’s Foundation’s Annual Tribute Event provides a segment of its program or address “Youth Leadership.” Emphasis is placed on developing goals, identifying and establishing skills needed for future leaders.
Community Partnerships and Initiatives 
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Watoto De’ Afrika uses the performing arts, creative writing and African American history to improve the academic and social skills of African American youth. The program is designed to nurture and to develop the full potential of participants by raising their level of positive thinking and positive behavior, based on the belief “change the child from within” will produce future productive adults.
Career Development and Job Readiness
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Jayla’s mother struggled with drug use her entire life. Jayla spent her early years being shuffled from family member to family member, none of whom wanted her. She spent her childhood feeling like a burden to others. 
In high school, she met a man with whom she thought she would share the rest of her life.  Although they never married, she always believed Jamal would become her husband. But, little did she know he would not be able to keep a job because he too would struggle with an addiction to alcohol.  After two children and being repeatedly abused by Jamal, Jayla found AGAPE’s Families in Transition Program. She was heartbroken and pregnant with her third child, but knew she had to separate herself from her children’s father. After being accepted into FIT, she was overwhelmed, exhausted and depressed. She had never taken care of her children alone. While exasperated with her relationship with Jamal, she was also hopeful. 

Jayla’s depression and lack of parenting skills were immediately addressed. Working with FIT staff, Jayla helped create her own individual case plan. She soon felt motivated enough to take computer classes and then later enroll in TN Technology School to become a Certified Nurse’s Assistant. She completed the course with high grades and recommendations for employment. She found work and has consistently worked in this field since completing school. She has become a wonderful mother to three strong boys who love her dearly and an inspiration to the other mothers in the program.
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