HUMANIST ACADEMY 2008 REPORT
INTRODUCTION

HUMANIST ACADEMY is a new educational, social welfare and humanist project being implemented by the Uganda Humanist Association (UHASSO). It is one of UHASSO’S missions of helping disadvantaged children in Uganda and helps them to get dignified lives
With the development of the Humanist Academy, it will be possible to expose students to human rights, the need for self help, community service, produce new humanist leaders, reach out to the community and acquire resources that will help humanist groups to carry out their activities such as conferences, seminars and camp quests among others.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS DURING THE YEAR

· Starting with one student in  February, the school ended the year with 38 students in two classes i.e. senior one ( S.1) and senior two (S.2)

· An annual humanist schools festival was organized. This involved humanist Lectures, poems, music, dance, drama and good meals. Students and Teachers from Mustard seed school, and Isaac Newton high school joined those at the Humanist Academy for a one day festival. Norm Allen of the center for inquiry International (CFI) participated in the school festival.
· The school received several visitors from the USA, Canada, UK and Uganda.

· The school received donations in form of a microscope, lap top, some science materials and some few scholarships to students each worth 120 pounds from Steve Hurd’s U.K humanist group. 
· An annual students’, Teachers’ and parents’ open/ interaction day was organized, during which a school management (advisory) committee was elected.
· The process of officially registering the school with the ministry of education started with compilation and endorsement of various documents such as site plans, health reports, and company certificate and school profile. At the end of the year the sub county Government authorities had endorsed and approved most of the available documents.
CHALLENGES DURING THE YEAR.

1. Financial limitation was the major challenge that the school faced.  Though it had been budgeted earlier with the original Donor (IHEU) that there would be some money to pay Teachers during the first term, this became practically impossible. The instability in Kenya after presidential and parliamentary elections caused increase in the cost of building materials, transport costs and other commodities. The financial constraints caused a lot of uncertainty. The only solution was to open the school a week later when other schools had opened.

The consequence of this was that few students were attracted in senior two. Financial limitations imposed other challenges which include:

a. -Not having a qualified full time on- campus Administrator.
b. -Limited resources to mobilize communities to send a big number of their children to the school.

c. In adequate Teaching aid materials.

d. Inadequate funds to pay Teachers and other staff

e. Inadequate funds to meet other school expenses such as campus vegetation clearing, Teachers’ transport water expenses, stationary, meals etc.

2. Superstitious beliefs also affected the school negatively. The hill where the school is located is called Sa-bazimu (the chief centre of ghosts). This is the place where people used to come to worship ghosts. Many parents in the village where the school is located feared to send their children to enroll in the school. Most students in the school come from far away villages.
3. The school is situated in a Geographical area of many hills separated by swampy low lands. When it over rains the poorly constructed path ways in swamps are washed away. This makes it difficult for students to study during rainy seasons. The school has been helping in repairing one of the swampy roads whenever it gets swept away by water.

THE WAY FORWARD IN 2009.

4. Completing registration of the school at the District Level.

5. Utilization of the available information technology equipments such as a computer, generator and digital camera to make teaching of computer knowledge more practical and to make class room teaching easier.

6. To organize another Humanist schools festival (camp Quest) at the school.
7. To have enough text books and science materials / equipments

8. To pay off or compensate more squatters on the land before a new land bill that gives more powers to squatters is enacted into law.

9. The school road to be improved upon.

10. A new building structure to be in place.

11. Water problem to be temporarily solved.

12. The school to get more qualified staff.

13. The number of students to double.

14. The school to get connected to hydro-electricity national grid.

PLANS FOR 2010/11

15. The school to get fully registered with the ministry of education and sports.

16. One three class room block to be constructed

17. One multi- science subjects Laboratory block to be constructed.

18. One library room to be in place.

19. The school to acquire more computers and information technology equipments.

20. Two wall fenced dormitories for boys and girls

21. Accommodation for at least six full time Teachers.

22. The school to host more humanist festivals, seminars, conferences camp quests, meeting and General assemblies of UHASSO and other organizations.
23. The school to get more sports facilities
