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The world watched in 
August as Kerala, so-
called ‘God’s Own 

Country’, was devastated by 
the worst weather experienced 
there in almost a century. The 
media and web coverage here 
and internationally featured 
mass destruction and distress 
as weeks of heavy rain  
tore Kerala apart. 

Hundreds of people were killed 
and multi-thousands injured; 
vast numbers became homeless 
as houses were destroyed 
or severely threatened, and 

roads and bridges collapsed 
with landslips. The famously 
attractive face of this SW 
Indian State aged suddenly as 
more than 40 rivers overflowed. 
Dams in mountainous areas 
had to be opened to relieve the 
pressure, and the army was 
brought in to back up emergency 
teams. Schools and various 
institutions and services were 
unable to function and children 
in our care largely remained 
in the safety of our Homes - 
though structural damage was 
reported at each Home. 

The Carmel Matha Home 
was later forced to move 
out to nearby shelter as ever 
more fierce weather saw deep 
rushing water tossing large 
rocks into the wall and cracks 
appear. Karunanilayam (main 
Home) and Little Flower 
reported damage too before 
communication failed.

Chiks’ financial burden was 
quickly felt as we sought to 
provide for re-stocking food 
etc. and made urgent transfers 
of funds to India. The children 
avoided injury but endured a 

frightening few weeks. The 
big casualty at the time of this 
newsletter went into production 
was our farmland where crops 
were totally destroyed, security 
fencing collapsed and much 
stock and equipment was lost. 

Help us give more children a future

• Children at the ‘pop up’ school which Chiks helped create… 

SPONSORSHIP AND YOU
Do please ask for information (see contact information overleaf). However, we 
regret that we need to reconsider charges again. Five years ago, with the care of 
a child estimated to cost around £400 a year we needed to ask at least £216 pa; 
today annual costs average at about £500 pa. Price rises and govt. demands for 
care homes to employ additional social worker staff means that we cannot afford 
to delay a rise - from 2019 - to £252 a year (£21 pm) for new sponsors. 

Across our 22 years working with young
people from the poorest backgrounds,  a 
number have astounded their proud family 
and friends with their successes at school and 
college - even achieving degrees and diplomas!

Sruthi, born into a tribal community, was 
our first such star, eight years ago. With 
our encouragement and financial help she 
worked her way to a wonderful BSc in 
Zoology! What a celebration we had - and 

how moving it was to receive from her a 
note of heart-felt appreciation. 

We anticipate that the likely next success 
stories will be capped with a very bright 
one from our Priya... Born in a forest, she 
is now on the way to becoming a teacher. 
And then there’s Aji whose practical and 
communication skills will see him - was 
there anyone more determined! - teaching 
vocational courses.

Both are being supported through our 
‘Fund for Life’ scheme, established by 
us with the backing of a great supporter, 
Lesley, who has seen our work in action 
and was greatly impressed. Others now 
funded include Ansu, fulfilling her dream 
of becoming a midwife. 

We could do so much more with the  
funds; there’s little to spare as we volunteers 
strive to at least meet the basics for the 
upkeep of the orphanages; every further 
education and career course adds significant 
extra pressure. 

PLEASE help us, and encourage friends, 
too. We want to ensure that many more 
young people born into destitution can 
taste a far better life than that dealt to 
their parents and grandparents - and 
those before them. The bonus is in 
seeing an end, finally, to family cycles  
of poverty. 



Do get in touch
Robin Radley, 13 Lickfolds Road, Rowledge, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4AF    
robin.radley1@btinternet.com   www.chikschildrenshomes.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/chikschildrenshomes  www.Justgiving.com/Chiks/donate 
(Chiks is registered with the Charity Commission - number 1076469)

New life starts 
here for family

In a class of their own!
Teachers from University College 
School in London lined up on a 
very hot summer Sunday for the 
Richmond Half Marathon. They 
wanted to help us introduce more 
solar power at the Homes...

Their online appeal stated, 
“Having access to clean, hot 
water will directly benefit the 
children’s physical health and 
general happiness.” Happily, they 
raised £1110... and the system was 
promptly ordered!

Meet the Babu children - all now in our care. The 
smiles are so spontaneous, since it was as if life 
had really just begun for them when they came 
through the Little Flower Home’s gates.

The children’s health and welfare had been 
severely threatened as their father’s income simply 
could not meet their increasing needs. And he had 
this unfortunate habit of drinking part of what he 
had earned.

Meanwhile, school for these four was hit and miss, 
given the location of their house, in hill country with 
virtually no handy amenities. But, to very mixed 
emotions from their mother’s, the children (from 
the left, Biju, Bibin, sister Manju and big brother 
‘hero’ Bineesh) were heading for our Home.

Just 14 next December but older in his manner given 
all his years of assuming so many responsibilities, 
Bineesh is relishing the time he has for himself. 

‘Thank-you’ from 
Priya and friends
Priya shines at the Chiks’ Home and she 
does at her school. She tells us always 
how thankful she has been - and also to 
her mother, for years of sacrifice: 
“I love my mummy but there was nothing 
at our poor tribal house and no chance 
to study. She was very sad but knew the 
children’s home would give me what she 
could not. There I had everything and 
everyone was loving and good to me. 
At first I could not understand my own 
language (Malayalam) and now I am 
speaking good English to you!” 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF BANK

• Gas sponsors? Introducing more 
cows means that with our biogas 
plants we are less reliant on 
expensive wood and gas cylinders 
for cooking, but with up to about 
£300 a month being spent on 
cyclinders we would welcome 
offers of helps? Contact details foot 
of page.

• Happy Anniversary! Now here’s 
a gift idea we’re happy to go along 
with... A supporter, forever with 
Chiks in mind, told us about a 
charitably-minded couple celeb-
rating their Golden Wedding who 
told friends to donate the value of 
any potential gift “to a charity of 
their choice”. 

• Social media. Wonderful things 
are happening here... Follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter for more 
news and join the growing mass 
who now ‘Share’. www.facebook.
com/chikschildrenshomes 

• Change of address. If you change 
your email or home address, or 
if any of our mailing detail is 
incorrect, do please let us know. 

• Still Getting a bit! We are grateful 
to those supporters who, in signing 
up with ‘Givingabit’ (www.giving 
abit.com), ensure that a percentage 
of their spending at any of hundreds 
of ‘signed-up’ shops, heads our way.

• Gift Aid. Taxpaying donors who 
allow us to claim Gift Aid from 
HMRC (of course, at no cost to 
themselves), should please ensure 
that we have full names and not  
just initials. 

• Just the crumbs. Did you realise 
that around just one percent of 
charities receive nearly three-
quarters of all charitable income? 
Hmmm.

We apologise for difficulties anyone may 
have experienced in the summer with our 
bank arrangements. An issue with a single 
2017 donation from overseas resulted 
in an HSBC review team closing our 

accounts... As became clear, there was no 
problem with the donor or donation but 
certain required information had not been 
in our possession before the bank team’s 
deadline; the result was that there were 

administrative difficulties for many weeks 
until we resumed ‘normal service’ - this 
time with Barclays Bank (sort code 20-11-
43); the ‘Children’s Homes in Kerala State’ 
account number is 93019950. - Robin

He meanwhile ensures that contact 
is kept with their family; visits 
by family or friends are always 
welcomed.


