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Mustard Seed Communities Zimbabwe 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mustard Seed Communities Zimbabwe is located throughout the city of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest city. Mustard Seed Communities was established in Zimbabwe in July 2002 to assist with the care of children affected by the HIV and AIDS pandemic. What began as a single nutrition program has evolved into three children’s homes, four daily nutrition programs feeding over 600 children a day, two preschools, Potter's House - a training center, substantial farming programs, and a chapel which serves the local community. The three children's homes include Generosity and Freedom, for children affected by HIV and AIDS, and Joel's Place, for children with disabilities. There are over 55 children living in these three homes at present. 

Initially, MSC Zimbabwe was known as “The Narrow Gate Youth,” a group of youth specifically formed to coordinate a feeding program for the children in Sauerstown, an area of Bulawayo. The youth were encouraged to take a leading role in the development and execution of this program as well as becoming involved in various outreach activities in Bulawayo. Gradually the numbers of both the youth and the children increased and this formed the foundation of MSC Zimbabwe. 

The population of young people who became involved in “The Narrow Gate Youth” activities are an inspiration to MSC. They are being trained and empowered as key facilitators of the MSC mission in Zimbabwe. Many of these individuals are now in leadership and administrative roles within MSC Zimbabwe. Several of the original youth have taken annual promises to serve as Mustard Seed Communities Missionaries. At present, seven brothers live and work at the main location in Woodville. 

MSC Zimbabwe has established itself slowly and quietly, complimenting the work of NGOs, churches and small communities, and presently operates from its headquarters in Woodville on the outskirts of Bulawayo. 

MSC Programs 

Residential Care
MSC Zimbabwe has established three homes to provide a caring environment for children who are affected by HIV and AIDS. These include young children and teens. The three homes, Generosity, Freedom, and Joel’s Place are all located at Woodville. Freedom cares for young children affected by HIV and AIDS, Generosity is home to elementary and high school aged children affected by HIV and AIDS, and Joel’s Place is home to children with disabilities. At each of these homes, a House Mother and caregivers provide care for the children. MSC Zimbabwe makes every effort to provide all the necessities for our children so that they are raised in a balanced, Christian environment. There are currently over 55 children living in these three homes. 

Nutrition
There are four Nutrition Programs at MSC Zimbabwe operating in four different locations throughout Bulawayo – Pumula, Cabatsha, Sauerstown, and Woodville. A total of approximately 600 children receive a meal each day. In addition, the children participate in various activities which include singing, games, informal tutoring, and spiritual activities. 

Education
Every child has the right to education, therefore the Little Angel’s Learning Centers offer free basic pre-school education to prepare children ages 3-5 years old for a formal first grade education. There are two Little Angel’s Learning Centers, one located in Woodville, and located in Cabatsha. Our two centers follow the official syllabus provided by the Ministry of Education. Current enrollment is approximately 120 children. The children are provided with breakfast and lunch each day. 

Training and Outreach Programs
In an effort to support the youth as well as some disadvantaged individuals and assist them in becoming self-sufficient, we established The Potter’s House – a training center. This includes programs in candle making, baking, and other basic skills training and employment where possible. Potter’s House offers additional enrichment programs in music, arts, and drama programs. As MSC Zimbabwe prepares the youth to be tomorrow’s leaders, they are encouraged to be involved in every area of the organization’s activities including administration and caregiving. 

Agriculture Projects
MSC Zimbabwe is part of the organization’s international effort to feed ourselves in every country. There are several agriculture projects underway at Woodville. These include a large-scale farming effort together with the raising of chickens for broiling and laying. 

A Community of Brothers
This community was formed as part of MSC’s overall vision of developing priests to provide spiritual leadership under the Mustard Seed Missionaries umbrella. Currently, two of the brothers from Zimbabwe, Ernest and Bekithemba are in Jamaica in the initial stages of his priestly formation. 
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