


THE PROBLEM

68.5 MILLION
FORCIBLY
DISPLACED WORLDWIDE

As a result of persecution, conflict, violence or human
rights violations

25.4 million refugees

19.9 million refugees
under UNHCR’s
mandate

5.4 million Palestine
refugees under
UNRWA's mandate

40.0 million internally
displaced people

3.1 million asylum-
seekers

More than 50% are
children

*Source: UNCHR Global Trends Report 2017

..... and we

are watching
this, LIVE !



Inertia of apathy towards grave humanitarian crises.

ROOT OF TH E PROBLEM Most people are disinterested, unaware or indifferent

towards the reality of those affected by conflict.

This takes shape in classrooms
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A handwritten ‘Letter of Love’
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“The opposite of war is not peace;
it's creation! “

Letters of Lo

intends to create a wave of
Kindness v )

around the

C
~ the growing apathy by empowering
Q c% nin clasiooms with empathy.
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“Too often we

underestimate the
power of a touch, a
smile; a kind word, a
CREDENCE listening ear, an honest
compliment, or the
smallest act of caring,
all of which have the
potential to turn a life

around.”
|



Letters of Love is a youth led international non-profit [501(c)(3)]
WHO WE ARE organization based out of Delaware, USA, that makes a difference to
global refugee crises using handwritten letters.

MEMBER OF

11
countries

United Network of Young Peace Builders UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network
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Sarah Erwin graduated from Harvard College with a bachelor’s in r Eastern Languages and Civilizations. After college, she spent a year living in Jordan
serving as a program coordinator for an -based education organization that held music and theatre classes for Syrian, Iraqi, Sudanese, Egyptian, and

Palestinian refugee children. Sarah has been involved with Seeds of Peace, a non-profit leadership and conflict resolution program, since 2006 as a counsellor,
and dialogue facilitator. ‘




Pooja Pradeep is a 26 year old Mechanical Engineer turned Educator from India who works extensively in the field of peace-building, conflict
transformation and empathy-centric education.

She is the Founder and Executive Director of Letters of Love and has nurtured the idea ever since its inception in 2015 as a Facebook page to
the newly incorporated international non-profit organisation and youth-led change movement it is today.

Pooja is 22018 GATHER fellow, a Tedx Speaker and a certified Trainer to combat hate speech, chosen by the Countering Violent Extremism
Unit of the Commonwealth of Nations.

After beginning her career with a brief stint as a Physics & Math high-school teacher, she worked as the Chapter Director of India for the
Cambridge Social Venture, The History Project, that inspires critical thinking and empathy through an accelerated learning program for
students from India and Pakistan and is now continuing as their India Representative. She’s a Counselor at Seeds of Peace International
Camp in Maine, USA, where she creates transformative experiences for teenagers from India, Pakistan, Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Egypt, UK

and the USA.



To create a kind world for refugee children.
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To provide psychosocial support to refugee children‘-zthrbbug'H Héhdwritten‘ ',Ietters and
to create a globally awat’é; empathic citizenry of young changemakers.
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EDUCATION--LED

COMMUNITY--LED

THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS

is critical in driving helps
positive social change. We believe create a more globally aware and and change agents. Our job is to
this starts in the classrooms. responsible citizenry. inspire. They do the rest.

is critical to make a
towards building a responsible difference in the world.

society.
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STUDENT AMBASSADORS

While one part of what our Student Ambassadors do is run
sensitisation programs in their schools and communities,
raising awareness about global refugee crises, the other part is
to perforate their change movement to more local domains.
Actualising that mission, we have our Student Ambassadors
empathise their schools towards marginalised and vulnerable
communities and others in their localities , for example - the
homeless, prisoners, LGBTQ, war veterans et al.

We provide each of them with mentorship, skills and platforms
required to do 'what they want to do.’

“Things don't have to be the way they are. We can change the world with whatever we have. I'm 12 and | started a Letters of Love
club in my school and we've collected and sent handwritten letters to refugees, war veterans and also prisoners. It makes
everybody happy and hopeful. We also raise awareness and actively talk about different social issues. Letters of Love for me is a
school where | learn how to directly make a difference to social causes."

Gabby Weiss, Student Ambassador Lead, Letters of Love



PEN-PAL PROJECT

The Pen Pal Project for children and youth aims at fostering
friendships across lines of conflict. We connect school students
with internally displaced children in Syria, those besieged in
Gaza and Syrian refugee children in Turkey. It gives them the
opportunity to perceive people of other countries beyond their
plain nationalities and develop a sense of global awareness. It
facilitates an exchange of perspectives and paves way for
dialogue. Most importantly, it humanises the so called 'other'
and helps youngsters perceive disadvantaged cohorts of
children, be it refugees or war victims, not as mere numbers
but as individuals, just like them.

“The letters release beautiful vibrations from it. It is a priceless feeling. When we tell the children that children in other countries
have sent letters for them, they feel a sense of belonging. They know that people outside Syria do care for them and that paints a
new picture of hope in their heads. They shared their hobbies, languages and favourite food and were eager to learn about their
new friends.”

Rasha Falhoot,Operations Manager (Syria), Letters of Love
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good! Seeing 100+ people smile for pici‘ures,\ write F /arming messages and

motivated my team to go the ra mile and span #76 event ove wo days. The ¢

operations. There were no major requirements to set up our stall, the Facebook vi to

simple idea of taking a picture while smiling was contagious in the best way possible.“ = =
Puneet Chadha, Co-founder, Board Member, Carey Volunteer Corps, Johns Hopkins University
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“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get better.
It’s not.”




