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COVID-19 and the Project:

When the COVID-19 pandemic was announced in Uganda in March 2020, closure of schools followed. The education of 15 million children was disrupted. Children spend majority of their time at home playing, helping their parents with chores, engaged in agriculture but also spare some hours a day to study. The education of children has been impacted, in urban areas, some children are relying on lessons available online, televisions and radios, while those in faraway/rural areas, fall back on their notebooks and printed learning materials provided by the Government with support from UNICEF and other development partners like APPCO.

In very remote districts such as Katakwi and Yumbe districts, children share their stories and what they miss most after their biggest support network -friends, who they are no longer in touch with. With lots of questions about tomorrow, these children are taking one day at a time. 
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14-Year-old Faith Anyodo who was studying in senior one feeds her birds at the compound of her family home which also doubles as her business compound. The family sells chicken and Turkeys to send Faith and other siblings to school as well as earn a living. She patiently waits for customers to purchase the growing Turkeys and Chicken in her compound with Markets closed due to COVID-19. One bird of Turkey costs 40,000 Uganda shillings, much less than if she sold from the open market. She targets road construction workers along katakwi Moroto road but all complain lack of money during COVID-19 crisis. 

If not for the COVID-19 pandemic, Faith Anyodo would be in the classroom learning. Her story is not different from many other children who have been forced out of school due to the pandemic. 

Faith Anyodo is a senior one student of Katakwi Senior Secondary School in Katakwi Sub-County, Katakwi District. She has been home since her school was closed in March 2020 as a preventive measure to fight COVID-19 disease. “I miss school a lot. I miss my friends. We used to study together and play together. These days I spend the day digging and helping my mother to sell Chicken and other food items here at home. I read at night from about 8:00pm to 9:00pm,” Faith shares. 

With a lot of hope, Faith holds onto her dreams of becoming a Nurse after her education. Today she remains hopeful that her school will be open very soon. To support continued learning of children, Ministry of Education and Sports with support from partners like APPCO have printed and disseminated learning revision materials to benefit those is remote districts like Faith. The materials are delivered to homesteads by local leaders and Faith will soon receive hers too. 

APPCO interventions on COVID-19 Response:

Humanitarian intervention is core to our mandate, so we are deep into the coronavirus prevention-intervention in the areas we work. APPCO is here to augment the work that the government does.

And even with all the challenges and risks, the government gave us movement permits so essential staff can access refugee settlements. While it’s our mandate to do this as humanitarian workers, we can’t disregard that we are exposing ourselves and need to mitigate the risk. We have personal protective equipment supplies and a counsellor to support staff. We are looking for every means possible to give our staff the means to fulfill the organization’s humanitarian mandate, but also feel safe.

APPCO is directly involved in risk-information and educational campaigns. People may not have a TV or electricity where they live, so we have a duty to inform the public on dangers of the coronavirus, using the appropriate media. For example, we are printing posters in various local languages to inform people on health practices and tips.

Women and girls as most vulnerable during this pandemic

We know that women and girls suffer the most in crises and are very vulnerable to gender-based violence. The socio-cultural realities and the resulting power dynamics place women and girls in a position of subservience. In normal times, we address the underlying causes of this power imbalance and have been successful at that. But given the COVID-19 situation, we continue to provide support on the phone, and through staff who are working in the refugee settlements. There are some cases of gender-based violence, intimate partner violence that are urgent, they can’t wait. We should be there in person, but the truth is that won’t always be possible.

Similarly, girls are at an increased risk of child marriage because families who lose their incomes are often more likely to marry their daughters to alleviate financial challenges. Since schools are vital safe spaces that protect girls and give them access to help and advice through their teachers, the closure of schools and girls traveling back to their villages reverses gains made in girls' education and empowerment. It is therefore key that we act to reduce the long-term consequences of the pandemic beyond the period of school closures.
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Training Women and Girls on Soap making as survival skills during COVID-19 generating income for their families
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