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�I think it is remarkable that this computer 
experiment has remained viable for this long 
in a Cape Town township.  I have seen more 
fertile ground fall barren with far less ex-
cuse. Graduates will be coming back to use 
the computers, and email, and the web, and 
will have jobs that will enable them as 
Alumni to take a keen interest in sending 
their children in turn to a school that has 
the facilities they were provided.” 
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$They have quietly estab-
lished what is widely re-
garded as one of the 
most successful com-
puter labs to be found in 
a township school any-
where in South Africa” 

 

Megan Lindow, Christian Megan Lindow, Christian Megan Lindow, Christian Megan Lindow, Christian     
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�This certainly is one of the more 
successful international commu-
nity partnerships I know of. An-
other township outside of Cape 
Town which we work closely sent 
students to UCT.  They had all 
achieved very good results at 
school through sheer dedication 
by them and their teachers.  How-
ever, where Computer Science 
was a compulsory part of their 
curriculum, they all struggled, be-
cause they had never encoun-
tered computers before!  While 
there is support for them at UCT, 
the playing field remains uneven.  
Your project has certainly helped 
prepare those pupils for higher 
education and even roles in em-
ployment “�
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“My life long dream has 
always been going to college and 
I never knew how but always told 
myself to be optimistic about 
things like that. When I was told 
that I was going to receive a 
scholarship I couldn’t believe it. I 
know I have made my parents 
proud and most importantly 
made my dreams come true.  

It has been a great year 
for me, meeting people of differ-
ent nationalities and making new 
friends has been a blessing. What 
keeps me going is knowing that I 
have a purpose in my life and I 
have responsibilities. Those 
things have helped me see that I 
must take opportunities because 
they might not come at all or 
maybe just once in a lifetime!” 

	

Sinazo Nombewu 
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9In the heart of Africa I sat in a classroom 
filled with no hope of ever getting a better 
life. One magical day, you gave me a chance 
to achieve and receive a better education. 
Because of people like you I stand here to-
day on behalf of my country, school and my 
family as a living and breathing example of 
the difference that you have made to the 
partnership and the donations that you 
have given to the partnership. And I, a sim-
ple African girl can say thank you for shin-
ning a little light on our continent. I will al-
ways thank God for what you have done for 
my country. Your generosity is overwhelm-
ing and your kindness has surely wiped 
away some of the tears of pain from South 
Africa. I hope to go back to my country and 
make a difference to other people. May God 
bless you and thank you very much! Siy-
abulela Kakhulu emzantsi Africa ingangi 
nkosi inisikelele” 

Nozipho Ngwendu 
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9We are lost for words to thank 
everybody for such an initiative, 
we need people like you to moti-
vate us because it is never easy 
to work with learners whom you 
know did not have something to 
eat the last day or morning, have 
no parents, and are affected and 
infected with HIV and AIDS, so 
those whom God blesses like 
Mzolisi (exchange student 2006) 
must grab the chance with both 
hands and try and reach for the 
stars. Thanks once again to the 
rest of your team. Love you all!” 

 

Kholi Dyonashe, Science Teacher 
Esangweni School 
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9At the risk of sounding terri-
bly cliché, the trip was life 
changing.  How many Ameri-
cans can say that they stood 
in Nelson Mandela’s house or 
on the corner where Hector 
Peterson was shot?  How 
many Americans can say that 
they have walked the sandy 
street of a township squatter 
camp, searching for the home 
of a potential exchange stu-
dent?  I don’t think any of us 
walked away thinking that we 
were great for what we were 
doing; I know we walked away 
thankful for the opportunity 
to meet so many amazing peo-
ple.” 

	

Christine Di Grazia 
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Supporting and Networking with PATO! 


