Project Title: Mobility aid and referral for 500 disabled children 

               affected by war and its aftermaths in Somaliland                                                          
Country: Somalia (North West, self declared republic of Somaliland)

Regions: Awdal, Wooyi Galbed, Sahil, Togdheer, Sanaag, and Sool 

Towns: Boroma, Hargeisa, Berbera, Burao, Erigavo, Ainabo 

Country Background

Somaliland, which occupies the North West of Somalia (as you can see in the map below), has been a self-declared autonomous country since 1991 however it is yet to obtain international recognition and hence is internationally considered as part of Somalia. The World Bank has ranked Somalia as the second lowest in the world on the Human Development Scale with 42.3% of its’ population living in extreme poverty. Currently only 2.96% of the governments annual budget is spent on health and labour.  As a result the government is not yet in a position to sufficiently provide its population with even basic health services, and therefore the rehabilitation needs of people with disabilities, including children with disabilities as a result of war and conflict are not at all addressed by the government.
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Somalia and Somaliland have been suffering the devastating effects of a prolonged civil war since 1982.  These effects include the death and injury of many of the countries population, the displacement of many people who flee their homes in fear of their lives, as well as the crippling of many infrastructures and services.  

Situation of Children with Conflict Related Disabilities

Children are the most innocent of victims in conflicts and often have to suffer the consequences for the rest of their lives.  As a result of gunshots, shrapnel of rockets, land mines and other remnants of war, many children have become disabled.  These disabilities often include amputations of one or more limb, and spinal cord injuries which result in paralysis of the lower limbs, or sometime both the lower and upper limbs as well as some internal organs.  According to Landmine Impact Survey conducted in 2002 by UNDP and the Somali NGO Consortium, 55% of land mine victims are children aged 5 and 15 years old. Among these children are also those disabled by indirect consequences of instability including outbreak of disabling disease i.e. meningitis and polio.
Disability Action Network is a local NGO established in 2002. The organization carries out its mission through its Hargeisa Rehabilitation Centre, which treats 3,000 people per year, and four physiotherapy and orthopedic workshops in regional hospitals in Somaliland. DAN offers physiotherapy services to prevent, correct or reduce the severity of children’s disability and provides orthopedic appliances, including wheelchairs, braces and specialist shoes. DAN also provides an essential service to patients travelling from neighboring states such as Ethiopia and Djibouti, as well as patients displaced by the rampant wars in South Somalia including Mogadishu.
Disability Action Network (DAN) faces many obstacles due to the challenging environment in which it operates. Although Somaliland has escaped most of the instability seen in southern Somalia in recent years, car bombings like the recent ones that took place in Hargeisa on 29 October 2008 and accidents related to mine and unexploded ordonance  (UXO) make DAN’s work even more difficult.
Delivery of critical medical rehabilitation is DAN’s first priority; not an easy feat in an unstable environment.  About 30% of clients are children living with disabilities such as amputations, cerebral palsy, club foot, poliomyelitis, traumatology and developmental problems. The orthopedic appliances provided include walking frames, braces, orthopedic shoes, house adaptation devices, wheelchairs and crutches.  The physiotherapy service helps to prevent, correct or reduce the severity of children’s disabilities by means of therapeutic exercises, massage and electrotherapy. 
Currently disabled children have very limited access to rehabilitation services, such as basic physiotherapy and orthopedic devices such as prosthetic legs, wheelchairs, orthopedic shoes and crutches.  This type of enabling rehabilitation service provides the recipients with the much needed assistance they require to be able to regain their involvement in life.  

Main Objective
500 Children with conflict related disabilities have enhanced access to rehabilitation services and referral in Somaliland.

Main Activities
1. Provision of physiotherapy services and orthopedic appliances to children with conflict related disabilities, particularly those from the most vulnerable backgrounds, in all the 6 regions of Somaliland. 

2. Provision of referral to orthopedic surgeons and medical doctors for other children who have deformities that require surgery intervention or medical treatment.

3. Ensure follow up and progress monitoring for each child with disability

4. Education of parents of children with war related disabilities in how to care for their children at home.

5. Training and support of medical staff in Hargeisa and regional health care services in the use of the referral system to ensure that children with war related disabilities are referred as early as possible;

Impact:
An average of 53 USD will enable us to provide each child with mobility aids and physiotherapy service, which in return will help them live better lives. For US$ 10, 1 child will receive a pair of crutches, for US$24, a child with club feet will have attended 36 physiotherapy sessions for full correction of deformity, US$40 will help a crawling child with paralysis to receive braces to stand up and walk, and for US$ 35, a child will have a pair of appropriate orthopaedic shoes. US$150 will buy a wheelchair for child for better mobility. When mobility of these children improves, they will have access to other opportunities including going to school, playing with other children and moving around. 
PAGE  
2

