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The World Health Organization (WHO) acknowledged in 2006 that the link between poverty and blindness places a heavy economic burden on families, institutions, and countries at large, especially in developing states. In 2013, the National Statistical Service reported that 32% of Armenia’s population lives below the poverty line. Almost every third person is poor, among them 13.3% very poor and 2.7% extremely poor. Children in Armenia, who constitute 25% of the population, remain among the most economically disadvantaged groups in the society. High rates of child poverty contribute to the inability of children to get adequate education, healthcare, and nutrition, with special needs children among the most affected. Children rarely have routine health screening or checkups, let alone corrective surgeries or medical attention.  Many children are diagnosed as “mentally retarded” or “developmentally slow” even when they have easily diagnosed and correctable conditions. 
Because of perceived mental incapacity, children are institutionalized, abandoned, and socially isolated. They develop poor self-esteem and feel rejected and stigmatized. Medical examinations carried out in a rural area of Armenia showed that 60% of school children had at least one chronic health complaint such as dental caries, vision or hearing problems, and neurologic disorders.  x28National Strategy for Child and Adolescent Health and Development 2009-2015. ; 2009 (Yerevan, Armenia: Ministry of Health)
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HYPERLINK "https://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(16)30141-X/fulltext" \l "references"See all References Moreover, the prevalence of vision problems among 7-year-olds was 28% and in 14-year-olds was 45%. The most common childhood vision conditions include amblyopia (lazy eye), color blindness, conjunctivitis (pink eye), diabetes-related complications, refractive error (myopia, hyperopia, and astigmatism), and retinitis pigmentosa.
The American Academy of Ophthalmology states that there are many eye conditions and diseases that can affect a child’s vision. Early diagnoses and treatments are needed to save a child's vision and/or maintain a child’s eye health. It is essential to check children’s vision when they are first born and again during infancy, preschool, and school years. Most of these conditions can be prevented or treated when diagnosed early. Armenia’s children in institutions or in poverty-stricken regions lack health care services and access to vision care. They need help!

SOAR Mobile Eye Care Project will provide that care for them.  A completely outfitted Mobile Eye Care Center will travel to all SOAR-supported facilities plus remote villages in Armenia to conduct routine vision screening, eye exams, and treatment for children and families. It is estimated that the project will need $35,000 to purchase the vehicle, $20,000 to outfit it, and $10,000 annually to operate and maintain operations.  SOAR is hoping to impact over 2,000 children and adults annually, targeting 40-50 children and families per week. 
Founded in 2005, the Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) provides humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children and adults with disabilities throughout the world. Working with a trusted network of in-country Partners and a cadre of global volunteers, SOAR strives to provide this institutionalized population with the same educational and social opportunities as their non-institutionalized counterparts while simultaneously facilitating family empowerment, deinstitutionalization, and reunification.  For nearly 13 years we have created an environment of safety and dignity for the populations we support and have paved the way for the most vulnerable to make better choices and to lead productive lives. 
We need your help. Help us raise the funds needed to provide vision care to the “poorest of the poor” in Armenia! 
