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Newsletter: January 2010
It’s high time to give an update on where we are with the school and our ‘green meals’. I do all the work for the school as a volunteer and that makes that at times too many day-to-day things take up my time. However here we are with this first newsletter and I promise more will be following.
We have been very busy preparing for the new school year that is to start next week Monday (1st February). 
Our school did quite well in the national exams as the table below shows:

	year
	1ste grade
	2de grade
	3de grade
	4de grade
	fail
	Total kids

	2008
	0
	9
	7
	4
	0
	20

	2009
	2
	12
	2
	0
	0
	16


(Grade kids obtained in the national exams)

This year our kids scored much higher than last year and this is a good sign that we are on the right track. Although we fully realize that academics are not the only thing, here in Uganda it is the criteria to assess a school. Once you do well here, people will start appreciating things like social skills, communication skills etc. These results are also a great boost to the teaching staff.
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Other good news is that during the holiday we were able to renovate a class room and also the improvement of the kitchen has kicked off. Through the global giving website we have raised over 5.000 $ and that is a good start for the improved kitchen. One of the first things we needed to do is to assure safe and dry storage for the food and the kitchen utensils. In order to reduce costs a bit, we buy all the food we need for a term at the start of that term. Up till present we were not able to do that because we lacked good storage. The first money you brought together for us has been used to buy a good second hand 40 feet! container. And there is some remaining to get started with the construction of the kitchen.

I am just amazed how they got this container in place. It has been divided into 4 sections and will be fitted with a simple roof of iron sheets to protect it and to keep the sun out. The pictures give an idea.
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We need the space and the kitchen because this year we will have a full school; we are expecting a total of 215 children and many more wanted to join us but we had to refuse them since we have only limited space. Over the last year our contact with the community has improved a lot. On several occasions we invited care givers to come to the school. Also our welfare officer has been out on a daily basis to visit homes and to check on children who did not report to their class.

Last year teachers have been very creative in involving children in school activities. In a country where children have little opportunity to play it is important that a school is not just a place to learn. We try to give the kids a place where they enjoy being. And it is no surprise that many are looking forward to go back to school again! 

All those smiling faces make me feel happy and at times I am moved when I see what a little support can do. It is a pity that you cannot see it with your own eyes; just hope the pictures give an impression! And of course we hope that you will continue to support us. 

Next month we get two teachers from the Netherlands who will come to help us for a few weeks. A professional filmer will join them for a week so we hope to be able to put up a nice video to give you an even better idea.
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