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Newsletter: July 2010
I made a nice short movie about the school and tried to upload it on YouTube for you guys to watch it. At first it was too long, shortened it, but it was still rejected; am puzzled now. But as we are working on a new website for the Bondeko Foundation, we’ll put it up there. By the way uploading is something. I do have slightly faster (much more expensive) internet connection, but still it took some 6 hours to get the thing up in the air. On four occasions the process was interrupted.  Guess what kind of feel that gives.

On the kitchen, we haven’t got much further yet. The contractor is behind schedule for current work (ecosan toilets, finishing the partitioning of two classrooms) and I do not want to give him another contract before everything is finished. I am afraid that he has ran out of money and fresh money for the kitchen will just help to plug holes elsewhere. But we will get there. “No hurry in Africa” is a slogan on many T-shirts visitors to Kenya buy! It’s also dry season now, so construction is hampered because water has to be fetched from far.

Otherwise the school is doing really fine. In February this year as I mentioned earlier, we had two Dutch teachers over to give us their support. They have been working on many things but with four of them we are really making progress (more to follow later, just a matter of not taking too much hay on our forks at once as we use to say in Dutch). The four are: comprehensive reading, promoting a reading culture, spelling and remedial teaching. 

Although most kids know how to read quite well, to understand what they are reading is yet another story. Rixt and Greet have helped a lot developing an approach to reading that stimulates comprehension. They connected us to a wonderful website (www.abcteach.com) that really gives great ideas and practical support. Since two months we do have (slow) internet connection at school and shortly we will also have two computers for the teachers up and running, so that they can explore this website themselves.
Most kids have nothing to read at home and what we want for them is to start liking reading. I remember how I loved to read books when I was in primary school, some of them I still remember and I tend to think that a part of my social engagement is due to reading stories. Of course kids read their textbooks, but be honest, that is a bit boring. Now we have started putting together a little library of nice story book. We got a first donation of a Dutch organization Biblionef (http://www.biblionef.nl/index.php?id=109&L=0), but as with many new things both teachers and kids need to learn how to use books like these in class. But everyone is very excited and so am I!

Spelling can be quite boring, but Rixt taught us some interesting ways of working with a number of selected words over a period of a week. And it’s working! Every week some 10 to 20, depending on the class, words that came up in the week(s) before and that proved pretty difficult, get special attention for some 15 minutes every day. Progress is amazing.

And then our remedial teaching, we are actually looking for a better word, because what we actually do is work with kids that are slow learners rather than kids with learning difficulties (suggestions are welcome). One of our young teachers works with them individually every day or every other day. At present he has ten kids that get this kind of support and here again the results are there. It is so nice to see how quickly children can make progress if you provide them with the right methods, attention and support.

As you are reading, Irene our administrator and Alex the external accountant are finalizing the financial report over last year. I know it is a bit late but there were many reasons for that. Will not happen again as we have agreed to make financial reports now every term (which means three reports a year). Alex is a professional accountant who has accepted to help us out at a reduced fee.

Well, I think that’s it for now. Hope to inform you about our new website and movie very soon.
By that time we should also have started the construction of the kitchen so that when we start the new term early September, we can officially inaugurate it.

Thanks for the ongoing support we keep getting, it is encouraging. Especially with the new service of Global Giving whereby we get an email notification.

Let me finish with a letter from one of our pupils.
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