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  MEDICAL EVACUATION:                                                                                                                                   
(Over 200 plus children served and in continuance)

(15 Children maximum for the year 2018)
Due to Liberia continuous post war medical incapability toppled with only one facility being the Jackson F. Doe Memorial Hospital in Tapita, Nimba County, is the only medical facility that have an operating CT Scan, and MRI in the nation, and it is also a Feepaying hospital.  It is also not accessible as the road condition is hazardous, and the private flights being operated by MAF is not expensive in a sense, but the poor and vulnerable cannot afford same. We are also hoping at this time to see a project unfold that is being carried on by our own Social Security Administration, (NASSCORP), and as per my last call to them on January 19, 2018 they are anticipating opening by mid-year.  It will also be a Fee paying Diagnostic facility, but we will wait till then to make our request for our vulnerable children medical need.  We also learned on February 5, 2018 via electronic media when the Transitional Team, headed by Dr. Jerry Brown at the JFK Medical Center, stated that they hope that the hospital will be ready for services that will stop its citizens from traveling abroad for care, and we are looking forward to that day and the charges that will be attached.

It is this situation that keeps me on the road to the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, Ghana for all state of the art medical diagnosis and many a times major surgeries to include Cardiac, over the years and in continuance.  I must also inform you that it is only Healing the Children, FL-GA and Healing The Children, Kentucky over the years that continue to pay for all of our medical surgeries.  

The request for Medical Evacuation Funding is such an emergency all the time, and being lifesaving toppled with the fact that our citizens are poor with a high illiteracy rate we would like to inform you that the funds will be used on a Restricted basis, meaning all financial records to attain the funds will be expended to a bonifide and verifiable hospital, or service provider with genuine receipt;  the child in question photo before and after the treatment with the Medical Record (MR) being attached.

The children we continue to serve are poor and vulnerable and their parents cannot afford at all.  Also, the hospital charges increase at the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital is getting too expensive, in these turbulent times, toppled with Donor Fatigue worldwide and HTC is no exception.  However, they continue to assist our children and we are so grateful.   The challenge of extremisms worldwide that the US Embassy and all other countries embassies is already affecting the children we serve, being Visa denial to the Escorts, be it male or females; and it is worrisome after losing a child that had a visa in the passport and died in the waiting process.  I am also proud to state that I have had no escort to abscond, and it is the same factor that I do not allow parents to escort their children other than to Ghana, due to same and the child must be less than four years old; as Ghana is in West Africa with top medical care and much cheaper and we are a Member State of ECOWAS and inquire no visa. 

We are proud to say that in our nation Liberia we are highly recognized for our Medical Evacuation of vulnerable medical fragile children.  Over the years we have been able and continue to save and enhance the lives of our dear children by the FREE Logistical Support of United Nations Mission In Liberia (UNMIL) for eight years before they folded in 2014 during the EVD crisis and now the drawdown of the troupe as Liberia continues to enjoy stability. 
The children continue to flow in daily, and presently we have pressing cases that need to be attended to as their life is on the line. It is the results, all the time that keep me striving for these vulnerable children.
We first and foremost must bring the child in question down from the Village/County to Monrovia, and with all thanks to MAF, we have a little relief from the various areas that are not accessible by car to a small flight that is presently helping Liberians reach many remote areas in our country. The cost of the flights are between US$200.00 and the children I serve cannot afford to pay.
Then at times, I must hold them at the Special Needs Residence, but presently it is full of the residents.  Like now, I have returned to asking relatives of the child to hold them, and that is a game of itself.  The person holding them I must give monthly support to, not too much, but it helps, as we prepare the child for medical evacuation toppled with our people dependency syndrome, while waiting for funding for medical care to travel either to Ghana, West Africa, USA or Europe.

To date we have only one Donor over the years, being Healing the Children, (HTC, FL-GA/KY) that pays for medical surgeries and care at the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, Ghana, and also airlift them to the states for treatment.  Then there is the Shriner’s Hospitals for Children, Boston, USA, and some hospitals in Germany as well as Save A Child’s Heart (SACH) in Israel.  

Then there is the visit to a hospital or clinic to see a doctor for a Medical Record, that must be sent off to the various donors or hospitals for treatments.  There is a cost attach to same being US$75.00 for both the visit and the medical record.  
Then due to trafficking reasons worldwide, we are off with the parent or let me say the mother many a times to the Court to prepare a Power Of Attorney (POA) of their willing Consent to same, that clearly states that the child must return to Liberia and is in no form ready to be Adopted, and upon the hospital discharge, and due to the distance a little Post Care, the child returns immediately.  It also spells out that for any reason the child dies during the medical care, the child will be buried in the country where the unfortunate happened, due to cost, but for any reason if the parents are able to return their child at no cost to the organization, it is so welcome.  We appreciate that within the past twelve years of medical evacuation we have had only two deaths one in Germany and one in Ghana and the children were critical and we were only trying to lend a lease and the parents appreciated and praised us for helping.
Then there is the medical cost in Ghana that has gotten so costly over the years, with only Healing the Children paying in full, toppled with donor fatigue worldwide.  When the medical care is in the USA or Europe, it is totally FREE. 
 However, air tickets are another challenge when it is Ghana, Europe or America, now my donors and the hospitals are trying to help with the air tickets for both the child and escort. 
Over the years we have held an apartment in Accra, Ghana and continue to do so.  We have a yearly cost attach to same and is presently holding children there and likely will be all year round.  This cost entails the rent, staff, transportation to various hospital visits, food, lights and LPG gas for cooking being US$5,400.00 yearly, with or without children and it is a roll on.
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