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By 2025, Jamaica will experience one of the fastest growing elderly populations in the Western Hemisphere. As fertility rates continue to fall, the Jamaican public health system will increasingly be called upon to provide care to the elderly in the absence of family members available to do so. Residential public health facilities, known as almshouses or infirmaries, are ill-prepared to deal with increasing rates of elderly admittance. Most infirmaries lack even the most basic equipment to ensure healthy aging for elderly residents, such as mobility devices and washable mattresses. It is within this context that Jamaica health officials have reached out to Global Links for help. 

The long-term goal of this project is to support the Jamaican Ministry of Health in increasing its capacity to serve its burgeoning elderly population before an unmanageable situation emerges. To do this, Global Links will undertake a project to provide critical medical supplies and equipment to prioritized senior care homes. Working with infirmary staff and volunteers from Jamaican and American Friends of Infirmaries and Shelters (JAFSIS), Global Links will identify areas of greatest institutional need. Over the course of two years, Global Links will provide equipment and materials based on identified need areas in order to drastically increase the ability of senior homes to care for patients and to promote healthy aging. 

At the end of the project, Global Links will evaluate its first-ever comprehensive program to support healthy aging and will produce “best practices” for future efforts that seek to do the same. This project will inform the process by which Global Links supports elderly care facilities in the future, both in Jamaica and elsewhere. In reaching out to Global Links for assistance, the Jamaican Health Ministry recognizes the benefits of Global Links’ unique and innovative approach to development – one that involves long-term partnerships with local institutions and a careful process of providing appropriate and useful donations. 

Founded in 1989, Global Links is a medical relief and development organization dedicated to a two-fold mission of environmental stewardship and improving health in developing countries. Global Links collaborates with U.S. healthcare facilities to redirect still useful materials away from landfills to public health improvement efforts in targeted countries throughout the hemisphere. Since 1989, Global Links has delivered over 3,000 tons of medical supplies and donated over $155 million worth of goods to clinics in over 70 countries. 
