
1 IN 6 CHILDREN  
who are not reading proficiently 

in 3rd grade do not graduate from 
high school on time

Only 36% of Boston Public School graders 
performed at “proficient” or higher levels in reading

WHAT ABOUT K-8 BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

Poverty: In over half of Boston’s public K-8 schools at least  

75% of the students live in poverty.

Race: 85% of BPS K-8 students identify as non-white.

Access to Books:  There are only 30 school librarians 

serving the 40,000 K-8 students in BPS.
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Students who live in poverty are three times more likely to drop out 
or fail to graduate on time than their more affluent peers; if they also 
read poorly the rate is six times greater than for proficient readers. 
For black and Latino students, the combined effect of poverty and 
poor reading skills in the third grade makes the rate for those 
students eight times greater.

HOW DOES WONDERMORE MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

By facilitating powerful interactions between the dynamic creators 
of children’s books and underserved K-8 students in Boston public 
schools, we help motivate and inspire children to become better 
readers and writers — improving their chances of graduating from high 
school on time. We also donate books by visiting authors and illustrators to students, classrooms and 
libraries in underserved Boston public schools, improving access to books for all students.

Help foster a love of reading among Boston’s neediest students!

Please send your check to:  
Wondermore, Inc.  
1647 Beacon Street, #5
Newton, MA  02468

or make your secure donation online at:  
http://www.wondermoreboston.org/donate/  

Education is my passion:   
I want to sponsor books and school visits at one school for a year: $5,000.

Wondermore’s mission is my mission:   
I will sponsor books and one author visit: $1,500.

I’m a reader: 
I’d like to support your work with a donation of books for school visits: $500. 

How can I help?  
Please put my contribution to use where it is most needed:  
$250 ____     $100  ____     $50____     $____

Name: _____________________________________________________   

Address: _ __________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip: _ ______________________________________________

Email:______________________________________________________
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Since 2004, Wondermore has worked 

to inspire a love of reading among 

thousands of the students in 40 

underserved K-8 Boston public schools 

by bringing acclaimed children’s book 

authors and illustrators directly into the 

classrooms for interactive, curriculum 

aligned visits. Wondermore also 

donates hundreds of books each year 

to students, classrooms and libraries in 

underserved Boston public schools

Wondermore cultivates children’s 

curiosity, creativity, and academic 

achievement by igniting in them  

a love of good books.

Opportunities like these, 
where students get to 

meet authors, provides a 
perspective that makes the 

process of writing more 
tangible and real. Perhaps 

this will inspire our first 
graders to see themselves as 

future authors!
—teacher at Umana Academy,  

East Boston

Inspiring a love of reading among Boston’s 
neediest students.
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THANK YOU  
for your support
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