REPORT ON DISTRICT LEVEL CONSULTATION
MEETING WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS, VLCPCs
Date: 24.01.2018

Venue: Duggondi High School

BACKGROUND & INTRODUCTION:
The patriarchal society we live in has conditioned us to view women as the weaker sex. Female
infanticide is a problem that has plagued our country for decades. They are often seen as a liability,
which is why most families prefer a male child. Spreading awareness on the importance of having
a girl child is the need of the hou
hour. In order to meet this goal, January 24 is celebrated as
the National Girl Child Day every year.
The aim is to highlight the inequalities faced by a ma
majority
jority of the girls in the country and also to
promote awareness about rights that every girl child in India is entitled to. The day also seeks to
promote the importance of girl education, health and nutritio
nutrition. To mark the occasion, Tharuni, as
part of ‘Girls
rls Advocacy Alliance’, an initiative by Terre des Homme
Hommes,
s, Netherlands, held a District
Level Consultation with the Community Leaders and Village Level C
Child
hild Protection Committees
(VLCPCs) on January 24, 2018 to create improved awareness on gender evils plaguing
pl
the girl
child. The meeting was
as held at Duggondi High School, Warangal Rural.

OBJECTIVES:
1. To facilitate a dialogue between community leaders, VLCPCs and village locals on preventive
measures of girl child issues.
2. To create an improved awareness among the participants against CM, CT by emphasizing on
SE & JOVT.
3. Cycle Distribution to 40 girls to aid their school going practice.
GUESTS & PARTICIPANTS:
Mr Raghuveer Ponangi, PCCF
CCF (IT & Publicity)
Publicity); Mr
Ramana Rao, Retd DIG (Registrations); Mr
Purushottham, District Forest
est Officer, Warangal
Rural; Mr M. Deva, Mandal Education Officer,
Duggondi; Smt. A.. Chandana, Sarpanch, Duggondi
Village; Dr. Mamatha Raghuveer, Founder, Tharuni
Tharuni;
Mr Bharat Kumar, Martial Arts
ts Expert; Mr R.
Praveen, Headmaster, Duggondi High School were
the noted guests.

Participants included Religious and Community
Leaders, 350 High School children, Parents
Pa
and
Teachers, among other village locals.
locals

PROCEEDINGS:
The session started with Sensei Bharat Kumar teaching
school girls some simple yet effective Self Defence
techniques to keep handy in case of emergencies.

Appreciating the techniques, Mr R
R. Praveen, Headmaster,
Duggondi High School,, motivated the girl children to be
strong and more on their own.
“Physical Fitness of both girls and young women is crucial in
this time and age to open doors to several opportunities,
opportunities,” he
said.

Mr M. Deva, Mandal Education Officer, Duggondi spoke about how important is education as a
weapon, to weed out social evils like Child Marriage, Trafficking and Gender Discrimination.
“The Government has been creating umpteen number of opportunities for girls and women for
economic inclusion and overall
all development,” he stressed and appreciated Tharuni for Cycle
Distribution, thereby encouraging girls to pursue Secondary Education.”

Smt. A. Chandana, Sarpanch, Duggondi Village appreciated
the cycle distribution initiative by Tharuni and suggested the
school-going girls to earn the appreciation they deserve by
achieving an all-round
round development in their chosen fields. She
also requested Tharuni to accelerate their activities supporting
sup
the girl child.

Mr Purushottham, District Forest Officer, Warangal said that it is
the responsibility of the parents to encourage girls and that their
development starts at home. Quoting examples of successful women
in various fields, he urged the girls to set goals and dream bigger.
Ammavariki palu dandalu; Ammailaki ppalu dandanalu, meaning the
Goddess receives garlands whilst the Girl Child receives punishments.
In that regard, he urged everybody to respect girl
girls/women and treat
them on par with men.

Concurring with Mr Purushottham, Mr Ramana Rao, Retd DIG
(Registrations) suggested that people must improve themselves
them
as a society in treating girls and women and get inspired from
days like this in moving out of our patriarchal cocoons.

Smt. Nirmala, School Teacher, Mallampally said that
parents are mainn reason behind gender evils such as
Child Marriages, andd it is the need of the hour for girls
to voice for their rights themselves. She appreciated
Tharuni’s noble intentions to empower under
under-privileged
children and boost their morale in creating a better life
for themselves and others alike.
“Girls should stay away from elopements and focus on
their goals,” she stressed and continued that the cycles
would help them in attending school on time.
Dr. Mamatha Raghuveer,, Founder, Tharuni
explained the children about the significance of the
National Girl Child Day and said according to the
UN Report, India is leading on the Child Marriages
front.
Recalling the brave history of Warangal, she
inspired young girls to make the best use of
everything they have in achieving their dreams.
“No hurdles should stop girls from becoming what
they want to be,” she opined and continued that
Ghanpur and Wardhanapet constituencies have set an example in completely prohibiting Child
Marriages. She promptedd the girls to confidently speak against Child Marriages and Elopements
Elope
and report to Tharuni or Childline or any of their trusted teachers or Village heads for further
support.
Smt. Jyotsna, School Teacher, Duggondi
Duggondi, verily thanked Tharuni
for their Cycle to School initiative, as out of a whole 150 girls, only
30 were locals while the rest travel long distances to reach school
school.
“The cycles are a boon for these girls to study, who otherwise
wouldn’t quite be studying,” she said.

Mr Raghuveer Ponangi,, PCCF (IT & Publicity) shed light on
the importance of the Constitution and Fundamental Rights.
Quoting the example of one Mr Jadav Pa
Payeng, the Forest Man of
India, as to how he single-handedly
handedly developed 1360 acres of
forest, he stressed that only a goal needs to be chalked out with
hard work, and great results shall follow. He also mentioned that
Tharuni is always at their disposal to provide educational help.

The school girls also performed to songs on Girl Child
Development as they pledged to never indulge
ndulge into Child
Marriages or Elopements,
ments, and requested Tharuni to build a
Resource Centre for their co-curriculum
curriculum activities.

CONCLUSION:
The session concluded with a Cycle Distribution programme where 40 girls were given cycles,
donated by Mr Ramana Rao Retd DIG (Registrations) and Mr Madhusudhan, Director, Chukka
Ramaiah IIT Academy,, Hyderabad. The VLCPCs and Community leaders vowed to take a plunge
against the evil of Child Marriages while the students expressed their gratitude for all the support
provided.
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