MAKING PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING A REALITY IN EMBU
I. About the initiative  
1. Challenge that the project is seeking to address
Kenya passed a new progressive constitution in 2010 that addresses among other things, the gap in active public participation in aspects of governance including citizens setting development priorities as well as monitoring and evaluating their implementation processes for social accountability. Before the passing of the 2010 constitution, avenues for citizen participation in governance were mostly limited to voting and citizens were not enabled to meaningfully utilise the few additional spaces available for engagement with their leaders. The constitution and accompanying legal frameworks such as the County Government Act, 2012 and Public Finance Management Act, 2012 created solid structures and laws that devolved governance to county governments that are closer to the people thus giving them the opportunity to participate in all aspects of governance including in the budgeting process. However citizens are still not able to fully participate in this new dispensation, as there is limited information made available to them on how and when to participate, little or no feedback mechanisms existing, very little avenues for marginalised voices to be heard as well as a lack of transparency and accountability on how the participation process works and how public funds are utilised. This situation has led to ineffective, inefficient and unequal resource distribution and use in the newly created counties in Kenya. 

2. The idea
Participatory Budgeting (PB) is a step-by-step process, which seeks to organise and amplify citizens’ voices to come up with development priorities in their localities and advocate for their inclusion in county budgets. It additionally involves citizens in social auditing of projects to promote transparency and social accountability. According to Wampler (2012), PB involves four main aspects namely voice - active citizen participation; vote - increased citizen authority; social justice - reallocation of resources as well as oversight - increased transparency.

Over the last five years, Fahamu Africa (hereinafter referred to as Fahamu) has been implementing PB in four counties in Kenya namely Kajiado, Kwale, Kisumu, and Makueni (and in Embu to some extent). While PB is not a new concept or idea since it has been practiced in other countries where there are structures provided to facilitate it such as Brazil, it was a new concept in Kenya and so far while Fahamu has faced some challenges in implementation, the successes have been tremendous. Citizens within the four counties have been able to engage with their county governments in setting their development priorities, monitoring implementation of the development agenda and put to task government officials where they have failed in implementing the citizens’ development agenda. More specifically, this project has enabled citizens to access information on budgets and expenditure of resources that are utilised in their counties. 
This new phase will also offer an opportunity to incorporate technology into the project. Through our previous experience, we are now aware of the areas we need to pay more attention to in the project implementation cycle. For example, we are aware that to reach a greater number of citizens within a county in order to mobilise them to participate, we need to leverage more on the use of community radios and other innovative technological tools such as the Interactive Voice Response (IVR).

Scaling the project to Embu county will also provide an opportunity to implement in a new county and region with diverse dynamics thus proving that the model can work in diverse counties within Kenya with the ultimate hope that other county governments can adopt the model adapting it to their context.
Under the PB project, Fahamu shall work with social movements at the county level such as the youth, women, and people living with disabilities by facilitating the creation of platforms to allow for organised and amplified active citizen participation in the budgeting process.

This project’s main aim is to promote active participation of marginalised citizens in Embu County in the overall budget process. This shall be done through organising citizen forums in order to build their capacities on their county cycle, citizen rights with regards to participation, devolved functions as well as on various advocacy processes. Through these, platforms shall be created to enable identify and set their development priorities, engage with duty bearers and advocate for their priorities to be included in the county budgets. The project also aims to support citizens of Embu County in monitoring and evaluating the implementation of their set priorities by the County Government through conducting citizen-led social audits.
II. Using technology to effectively engage citizens
1. Community radios 
The project will involve the use of community radios to share information on the budget making process with citizens, mobilise citizens for priority setting and to advocate for the implementation of selected priorities as well as monitor the implementation of these priorities. Radio will also be used as an advocacy tool to lobby the county government to implement set priorities. Community Radio was selected because of the wide reach to citizens (approximately 85 percent) as well as being a medium of communication that is available to marginalized communities some of who are not literate.  The monitoring and evaluation indicators for the use of radio will be the number of radio shows held, the type of feedback and number of call-ins during these radio shows.

2. Online Social Audit Tool (Kobo Collect) and the USSD Code
Social audit is a process that involves the community in identifying; planning, managing, monitoring and evaluating how public resources are utilised to ensure efficiency. An android application shall be developed on the Kobo Collect platform and will be used by the citizens’ representatives elected during the first phase of the PB process especially those with Android phones to gather and share real time detailed information on the progress of the implementation of projects within the county. Fahamu will host it. The USSD (Unstructured Supplementary Service Device) Code for social auditing shall be used by those with feature phones. 

This platform shall be best used to monitor and evaluate progress and statuses of development projects in relation to the citizen priorities. This application was chosen because it will enable select citizen representatives gather and share real time detailed information (pictures, text and videos) on the progress of the implementation of projects within the county with Fahamu. Fahamu will then analyse and simplify the data and avail it to citizens through radio to enable them to interact with their county government from an informed perspective. The data will also be shared with county governments.  This will be indicated using the number of projects audited, type of information collated in form of social audit reports, which will further inform the type and action taken by citizens in relation to the social audit reports.

3. Interactive Voice Response technology (IVR) Developed and hosted by Echo Mobile
The Interactive Voice Response (IVR) is an automated telephony system that utilises voice to interact with callers to share and gather information in a language the users understand. The project shall involve the use of IVR technology to make information on the budget making process readily available and disseminate this information to citizens especially targeting citizens who are not literate. We will partner a technology firm based in Kenya called Echo Mobile
4. Bulk Short Messaging Service (SMS) Developed and hosted by Echo Mobile
Both citizens and community organisers, in selecting and building consensus on priorities, shall use bulk SMS interactively sharing information on the budget process as well as reporting on project implementation progress. This will also form part of the social audit process where all citizens within the county will be able to participate in sharing information on the implementation process of projects. This information will be gathered and disseminated through the Fahamu’s portal and the data shared with the county government and citizens. The monitoring and evaluation indicator for this is the number of SMS send and received with budget information.

III. Project objectives
The project seek to: 

· Promote increased informed participation by citizens in setting development priorities within Embu County

· Increase the inclusion of marginalised sections of society in selecting development priorities within Embu County

· Build synergy on citizens and their county government engagement in setting the development agenda within Embu County

IV. Project innovation 
Participatory Budgeting shall employ the use of innovative technology in reaching out to a large portion of citizens in Embu County (Annex on statistics attached) who are currently left out in participating in setting their development agenda hence amplifying their voices. For example, over 90 percent of the target populating has access to a mobile phone and the project proposes to use Bulk SMS and IVR to reach them.

Through sharing information with citizens on the budget process, they will be enabled to act in demanding for inclusion in this process. Hence ensuring that there are amplified and informed citizen voices in participation.

Community radio is also a tool that shall be used to amplify the voices of citizens and hold the county government to account on its obligations to citizens. With radio penetration of over 80 percent of the population, the majority of citizens will be reached in this process.
Real-time citizen-led social audit and reporting on the progress of the implementation of selected projects by citizens will act to ensure accountability and transparency on how projects are implemented and corrupt or irregular practices will be flagged and exposed in public, which will act as part of the citizen’s efforts to fight against corruption. 

Through the use of the IVR technology, the project aims at reaching those who cannot read and write (illiterate) in sharing information on budgeting processes that represent about 15 percent according to reports [
].
The project is also organised under constituency general assemblies and constituencies are units within counties that are small enough to be accessed by citizens who would otherwise not be able to travel to county headquarters to air their views because they are either disabled, cannot afford to travel or are intimidated. This will be an additional strategy to reach the most marginalised in the community. 

There shall be special forums for affirmative action for citizens organised within different groups for example women, informal workers, widows, sex workers and youth among others where they shall develop priorities that are unique to their needs.
Technology that offers anonymity for example SMS shall be used to amplify voices of marginalised people thus mitigating challenges caused by certain societal barriers. 
We shall also make access to information on budgeting free and easy to access so as to ensure informed participation. 
Additionally, the project design takes cognizance of the distorted voice of dominant groups and will facilitate consensus-building processes as a default to solving contentious issues when they are raised.
V. Addressing gender inequality 
The project shall imperatively ascertain which gender is dominant during general assemblies so that affirmative action assemblies can be organised to give the non-dominant groups opportunities to participate.
The project will target women by having affirmative action general assemblies for them. The time of the day, day of the week and other variables will be specifically chosen to enable as many women to participate as possible. Cognizant of the fact those dominant groups can always influence forums that appear to be open to the participation of all people; special assemblies for other marginalised sections of society will also be organised.  Example of those forums include where women might not speak out on their needs in meetings where men are present even when the former are a majority because of cultural limitations, or forums where women who are not mothers might not be able to air their opinions where women who are mothers are present again because of cultural restrictions. In such conditions, we shall come up with strategies to mitigate those challenges including have separate assemblies for those marginalised groups of people. 
The need for all citizens to work together in advocating for implementation of their priorities will be emphasised in the general assemblies. This will work to show citizens that they all need to unite to have a bigger voice
VI. Previous experience
Fahamu has implemented a similar project over the last five years. We have worked in four different counties (Kajiado, Kwale, Makueni, Kisumu, and Embu to some extent) that include urban, rural as well as those classified as rich and poor. In these counties, citizens have taken up the initiative and are running a citizen-led PB process similar to the proposed initiative. For this particular proposed initiative, the unique aspect is the prominent use of technology in mobilising citizens, sharing information and monitoring implementation of selected priorities.
Fahamu also has years-long experience working with social movements all over Africa such as women’s organisations, youth groups, labour movements, sexual and political minorities, farmers’ networks and other movements.
While incorporating the successful initiatives and lessons learnt in implementing the project in other counties, this project shall heavily rely on technological tools.

Fahamu shall also give more emphasis on the marginalised groups in the county.

Some of the successes reported in the other counties under the PB Project include:

1. Organised and an informed citizenry

PB project in the above counties focused on creating platforms for the citizens to organise and amplify their voices as well as enhance their knowledge to be in a position to engage the government from an informed point of view. The PB project achieved this. One of the high points of the project is when the Makueni residents through the PB citizen assemblies (Bunge La Wananchi in Kiswahili) collected signatures and presented a petition to the president for the disbandment of the county owing to various issues that were hindering development in the county. These citizen forums at the village level have sustained themselves over time since citizens meet frequently to discuss about issues that affect them and offer home-grown solutions to the same.

2. Successful community-led social audits

Monitoring and evaluation is paramount to any project. PB employed citizen-led social audit processes to enhance ownership and sustainability of the project where they evaluated development projects implemented by the county government and the County Development Funds in past financial years vis-à-vis PB citizen priorities. Through these, reports of the social audits were presented during public forums where in turn a number of petitions were developed and presented to the various duty bearers in charge. 

3. Engaging the CBEF in the four counties

The County Budget Economic Forums (CBEF) is the body that is charged with creating an interlink between the government and the citizen mostly in budgeting matters according to the Public Finance Management Act. Fahamu started engaging them by training them on their mandate in accordance with the guidance provided by the Commission for the Implementation of the Constitution. Afterwards, various forums representing the various interest groups were held to provide a platform for the CBEF members to engage the groups they represent and collect their views accordingly. 

4. Strengthened and capacity enhanced networks

In a bid to build and strengthen movements and ensure sustainability, Fahamu facilitated networks under the PB project with capacity enhancement on various issues including development of strategic plans, building of websites, capacity development on monitoring, evaluation, reporting and learning, resource mobilisation, advocacy and governance, use of technology in governance etc.

5. Continued engagement with the county on the budget process and adoption of citizen priorities

Throughout the PB phases, the county governments have been engaged continuously in the budget processes by actively participating in budget forums, analysing budgets, presenting memoranda and petitions, development of policies in accordance to citizens’ priority needs, lobbying and advocating for these to be adopted. 

6. Adoption of the PB model by various government entities 

The Makueni County has adopted the PB model in engaging its citizenry in the budget process. This model has recently been lauded by the World Bank (http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2000199438/makueni-s-public-participation-model-gets-world-bank-praise)

VII. Sustainability
Since we are working directly with social movements and networks already organising and working within the Embu County, our aim is to ensure that these networks come together as an organised and coherent unit working on holding their county government to account over and above their other individual objectives. We estimate that within the next 12 months we have tangible contributions towards accomplishing this task and they would subsequently need minimum intervention for us in continuing to run the project there. 
PB proposes to work within the already existing governance structures and processes such as the county government budget process, the County Budget and Economic Forum (CBEF) to entrench the PB concept into these structures. Fahamu has been working with the CBEF in Kwale, Kisumu and Kajiado counties in building their capacity on their mandate as specified in the Public Finance Management Act and the guidance provided by the Commission on the Implementation of the Constitution as well as strengthening their links to the various interest groups they represent to increase the citizens’ input in the budgeting process.
VIII. Scaling and replication
Having implemented PB in four other counties, we have been mainly using citizen assemblies and other offline means in engaging citizens and duty bearers. Technology and focus on marginalised groups has not been key in the previous phases of PB implementation. We are at a stage where we have ascertained that the use of technology is the missing link in the PB model that we have developed after implementing the project in the four counties in Kenya. This scaling up will enable Fahamu enhance the PB model further to a level where we can advocate for its adoption in other counties in Kenya and regions in Africa. It is with this backdrop, that we wish to scale and replicate the PB process and at the same time incorporate the use of technology as well as focusing more on marginalized groups for maximum impact

We aim to document the seven stage step-by-step process, which can be used as a learning avenue for those that wish to replicate the project in their localities. 
We are aiming to prove that the implementation process we have developed is workable in diverse counties and can be easily adopted with minor changes to fit in to other settings. By the end of the one-year cycle, we shall approach other county governments and advocate for the implementation of this model. 

In the future, replicating the PB project in other regions shall also take into keen consideration the voice of the marginalised groups in governance as well as incorporating technology to be able to reach wider masses

IX. What would our successful intervention look like? 
Our aim is to see citizens taking the lead in their county’s development agenda that serves their priorities in an equitable, efficient and effective manner and county governments providing the framework for citizens to lead this process. 
The project also foresees a scenario where the citizens and the county governments engage systematically in discussing the county’s development path by working together as partners to provide home-grown solutions to issues affecting them. An informed citizenry on their rights, responsibilities and how to demand for the same as well as an organized, amplified voices taking into consideration the marginalised ones.
X. Government engagement
The project shall operate within legal and constitutional avenues set for ensuring citizen participation in the budgeting process; which ensures that citizens engage their leaders on various governance issues. In the course of implementing PB and while working closely with various networks in Embu, we shall engage both the executive and assembly arms of the county government such as the office of the Governor, Ministry of Finance, the Budget Committee in the County assembly as well as the CBEF. Since this is a new county for Fahamu, a memorandum of understanding with these agencies shall be sought. The long-term goal of the project is that participatory budgeting will become an official practice of the government at different levels. The government is not an implementing partner of the project, but it will be a key external actor to ensuring the success of the project.  
The project is organized around the budget-making cycles within the devolved governance structure in Kenya and will be based on the budgeting frameworks and timetables of government. 
One of the activities under the PB proposed project is to organise for citizen-government engagement forums and round-table meetings. This shall promote and strengthen the government-citizen relationship.
Citizens’ skills on various forms of advocacy shall be enhanced to influence the county government. The citizens thus shall be able to engage their government to address causes they are concerned about for example through developing memoranda and petitions.

XI. Risks and assumptions

	Risk 
	Potential Impact 
	Likelihood 
	Mitigation Measures 

	There is a possibility that the County assembly will not agree to develop a joint MoU with Fahamu Africa
	High
	Low
	Fahamu will still have an informal working relationship with the county assembly especially while presenting citizen petitions and memorandums to enhance the budget process.

The Finance and Economic Planning ministry from the executive will also be comprehensively engaged.

	There will be a willingness of citizens to participate in the PB process 


	High
	Low
	Targeting marginalised citizens through working with organizations that already have worked with them and gained their trust.

	County government will be willing to receive and act on citizen’s priorities
	High
	Low
	This being an election year thus we aim to present the project as a platform where political actors can interact with citizens and show that they can push their agenda if re-elected.

	Marginalised citizens’ priorities will be acceptable to majority of the participants


	High
	Low
	We shall implement a consensus building strategy where all parties involved in setting priorities will be encouraged to build consensus around issues as opposed to voting

	There is a risk that counties might not have enough funds for development to fully invest in the priorities raised by citizens


	High
	High
	If not enough resources are allocated for the development needs of all citizens then they will have to prioritize among the priorities set on which ones the feel strongest about


XII. Organisational information
Fahamu is a Pan-African organisation established in 1997 to nurture and strengthen movements for social justice. A board of directors who supervise a senior management team composed of the executive director, finance and operations manager and a programme manager leads Fahamu. The senior management team works with a team of programme officers; editors of Fahamu ’s award winning Pambazuka News newsletter and other technical members of staff including accountants, office administrators, an information and communication technologies officer as well as a number of part time staff and volunteers. Most of Fahamu members of staff have master’s degrees with a few with doctoral degrees and bachelor’s degrees in various disciplines in social sciences and humanities. Over the years, Fahamu developed expertise in working with grassroots organisations on issues of movement building, citizen participation, natural resource governance, family farming and advocate campaigns to demand accountability from leaders. The proposed project is similar to a participatory budgeting that Fahamu has been running in Kenya since 2012 in four counties. 
Annex I: Proposed budget 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Project Component/Activity
	Units
	Unit Cost (USD)
	Unit cost in Kshs
	Total Cost (USD)
	Total cost 

in Kshs
	

	1. Mapping and training workshop on the PB process
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	1.1 Accommodation
	20
	40
	3,920
	800
	78400
	

	1.2 Transport
	20
	10
	980
	200
	19600
	

	1.3 Conference Package
	20
	10
	980
	200
	19600
	

	1.4 Documentation (Video capture and edit)
	2
	300
	29,400
	600
	58800
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	1,800
	176400
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	2. Technological Engagement
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	2.1 Radio shows
	5
	510
	49,980
	2,550
	249900
	

	2.2 Bulk SMS (setup fee)
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	

	2.3 Bulk SMS (cost)
	50,000
	0.0080
	39,200
	400
	39200
	

	2.4 IVR (Setup fee)
	1
	 
	0
	0
	0
	

	2.5 IVR (Minutes)
	500
	0.020
	980
	10
	980
	

	2.6 Social Audit Tool (Android)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	2,960
	290080
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	3. PB stages (Seven)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	3.1 Stage 1 General assemblies (Transport reimbursement four Constituencies)
	400
	6
	588
	2,400
	235,200
	

	3.2 Stage 1 General assemblies (Local Meals)
	400
	6
	588
	2,400
	235,200
	

	3.3 Local Travel for facilitating team
	5
	6
	588
	30
	2940
	

	3.4 Stage 2 Citizen proposal development (Transport reimbursement)
	40
	6
	588
	240
	23520
	

	3.5 Stage 2 Citizen proposal development (Conference Package)
	40
	6
	588
	240
	23520
	

	3.6 Local Travel for facilitating team
	5
	6
	588
	30
	2940
	

	3.7 Stage 3 County officials and citizen engagement (Transport reimbursement)
	40
	6
	588
	240
	23520
	

	3.8 Stage 3 County officials and citizen engagement (Conference Package)
	40
	6
	588
	240
	23520
	

	3.9 Local Travel for facilitating team
	5
	6
	588
	30
	2940
	

	3.16 Stage 6 Validation of implementation plan (Transport reimbursement)
	400
	6
	588
	2,400
	235,200
	

	3.17 Stage 6 Validation of implementation plan  (Local Meals)
	400
	6
	588
	2,400
	235,200
	

	3.18 Local Travel for facilitating team
	5
	6
	588
	30
	2940
	

	3.19 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit Training  - (Conference package)
	25
	10
	980
	250
	24500
	

	3.20 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit Training  - (Accommodation)
	25
	40
	3,920
	1,000
	98000
	

	3.21 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit Training  - (Transport reimbursement)
	25
	6
	588
	150
	14700
	

	3.22 Local Travel for facilitating team
	5
	6
	588
	30
	2940
	

	3.23 Facilitation Fee
	1
	500
	49,000
	500
	49000
	

	3.24 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit  (Field visit allowance)
	20
	50
	4,900
	1,000
	98000
	

	3.25 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit Roundtable conference package
	40
	10
	980
	400
	39200
	

	3.26 Stage 7 MEL Social Audit Roundtable Transport reimbursement
	40
	8
	784
	320
	31360
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	14,330
	1404340
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	4. Project review meetings
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	4.1 Conference 
	40
	10
	980
	400
	39200
	

	4.2 Accommodation
	40
	40
	3,920
	1,600
	156800
	

	4.3 Transport reimbursement
	40
	10
	980
	400
	39200
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	2,400
	235200
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Total Programmes 
	 
	 
	 
	21,490
	2106020
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	5. Direct Programme Support
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	5.1 Programme Officer
	9
	1,200
	117,600
	10,800
	1058400
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	10,800
	1058400
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	6. Coordination Costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	6.1 Executive Director
	2
	1,300
	127,400
	2,600
	254800
	

	6.2 ICT Officer
	4
	1,200
	117,600
	4,800
	470400
	

	Accountant and Office Admin
	4
	1,000
	98,000
	4,000
	392000
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sub Total
	 
	 
	 
	11,400
	1117200
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	7. Administrative fee
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	7.1. Printing costs
	10
	50
	4,900
	500
	49000
	

	7.2. Telephone charges
	3
	40
	3,920
	120
	11760
	

	7.3. Internet charges
	8
	300
	29,400
	2,400
	235200
	

	7.4. Office rent
	3
	850
	83,300
	2,550
	249900
	

	7.5. Office cleaning 
	6
	90
	8,820
	540
	52920
	

	7.6. Office electricity
	4
	50
	4,900
	200
	19600
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sub Total 
	 
	 
	 
	6,310
	618380
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Grand Total
	 
	 
	 
	50,000
	4900000
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Annex II: A brief background on Embu County
Embu County is located Kenya with its capital being Embu town, a largely metropolitan area as it was formerly the eastern province headquarters when Kenya had eight provinces. The county has a population of 543,221, which is approximately 1.34 percent of the total population of Kenya, with 267,609 being male and 275,612 female (49 percent and 51 percent respectively). The population density is approximately 193 People/Km2. Embu has four constituencies namely Manyatta, Runjenjes, Mbeere North and Mbeere South. There are approximately 131,683 households within the county.
Embu lies on the windward slopes of Mt. Kenya and occupies some of the most prime fertile lands of the Kenya highlands. It has a forest cover that hosts a great number of flora and fauna. There are two seasons enjoyed each year and the weather is favourable for diverse agricultural activities. Instances of drought or famine are extremely rare with the county having sufficient water resources. Agriculture is the main economic activity within the county with over 80 percent of the population engaged in farming, owing to existence of several rivers that flow through out the county and ample rainfall.
Embu County has a relatively large number of learning institutions. As of 2013, there were 468 primary schools serving 125,420 students and 163 secondary schools serving about 27,000 students. The ratio of pupil to teacher in public schools stood at 1:35 while that of student to teacher in public secondary schools was 1:25 this is relatively high. The county had 24 institutions of higher learning including; Government Training Institute (GTI) and Embu University College. There are also privately owned colleges that are located in the major towns, which include Kenya institute of Management, Embu College and Achievers College that offer business and information technology courses.
The county has an expansive road network with coverage of 914.3 km earth surface, 402 km of ground surface and 120 km of tarmac including the Meru-Embu Highway and Embu-Kĩrĩtirĩ road. Most of the earth surface roads in Embu County are impassable during rain seasons and need to be either gravelled or tarmacked. Access to water especially for domestic purposes has been a great challenge as well.
� Monitoring the situation of children and women - Embu Report
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