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INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Under the support of the African Great Lakes initiative of the Friends Peace Teams, On August 8 to 15, 2026 the national coordinator of the Friends Women’s Association, Pastor Parfaite Ntahuba, attended the Europe and Middle East Section (EMES) All Age gathering at Haus Altenberg in Germany. This has an opportunity to get connected and to learn from Quakers from various parts of the world. All the sections of Friends World Committee for Consultation were represented.
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ACTIVITIES
Caring for HIV Positive People.  In the month of August, Friends Women’s Association (FWA) and its Ntaseka Clinic provided medical follow-up and home visits for our HIV positive people.  
Improving Women’s Reproductive Health (IWRH).  FWA staff and FWA community health workers have continued to educate both men and women on the importance of family planning. 
RAPE SURVIVORS’ SUPPORT (RSS)

Self Help Groups (SHGs).  The Rape Survivors’ Support (RSS) program of the Friends Women’s Association currently has established 79 Self Help Groups.
I. Self Help Groups
1. About new SHG
	No
	Name of SHG
	Month of creation
	Member Number
	Created by

	
	
	
	
	


	SHG Total Number: 
	79
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2. Evaluation

As the table shows, in this month August 5 SHGs made a sharing and the results are as follows;

	No
	About sharing 
	Number of SHG
	Total

	1
	Total money saved
	5
	23,600,800

	2
	Total Credit granted
	5
	29,000,000

	3
	Total interest
	5
	13,500,000

	4
	People who didn’t  paid 
	5
	0

	5
	Total money not refunded
	5
	0


3.Classification of SHG

After evaluation it was found that; 
	Active
	Less Active
	Sick
	Total

	5
	0
	0
	5


II. Trauma Healing Workshop

From August 31st, 2026 to September 2nd, 2026, FWA conducted a three-da traum healing workshop in Maramvya. The venue was the Friends church in Maramvya.
Story : From Violence to Survival: A Mother’s Story of Courage and Resilience

When I was young, a man approached me and proposed marriage. He told me that he was divorced and had only two children. I believed him and accepted his proposal, hoping to build a family and a better future with him.

After I joined him in marriage, I discovered that the situation was very different from what he had told me. He actually had six children and was separated from their mother. I was still young, and because I believed that he loved me, I decided to remain with him and do my best to make our marriage work.

Soon afterward, I became pregnant with my first child. During the first months of my pregnancy, my husband treated me well. However, when I was about six months pregnant, his behavior suddenly changed. He began physically abusing me, sometimes simply because I asked for something to eat. He would tell me that I had brought nothing into his household and therefore had no right to ask him for anything.

I experienced different forms of violence, but I remained in the marriage. I endured the abuse, hoping that his behavior would eventually change.

Later, I became pregnant for the second time. This pregnancy was extremely difficult. I often did not have enough food to eat, and as a result, I became increasingly weak. During this difficult period, I also discovered that my husband was involved with another woman.

One day, my husband told me that he wanted to take me to the hospital because he wanted to find out what was wrong with me. When we arrived at the health facility, he told the health worker that he wanted to know whether I was pregnant. A pregnancy test was conducted, and the result confirmed that I was pregnant.

Instead of being happy about the pregnancy, my husband told me that he did not want the child. He insisted that I should terminate the pregnancy as soon as possible. I refused because I wanted to keep my baby.

On our way home, we travelled by bicycle, with my husband riding and me sitting behind him. When we reached an area near a small river, he deliberately caused an accident. I believed that he was trying to make me lose my pregnancy. People nearby witnessed what happened and realized that the accident had been deliberately caused. I was terrified. After that incident, I refused to travel on a bicycle with him again.

When we returned home, the pressure continued. My husband threatened me and told me to take medication to terminate the pregnancy. Again, I refused. I decided that I could no longer face the situation alone, so I sought help and told my father-in-law what was happening.

My father-in-law intervened. He advised my husband to stop forcing me to terminate the pregnancy and warned him that he would report the matter to the police if the threats and violence continued.

However, that night, the situation became even worse. My husband severely beat me. The violence was so intense that I feared for my life. I believed that he was trying to make me lose my pregnancy through physical violence. I felt helpless and afraid, but I held on to the hope that I would survive and protect my unborn child.

Eventually, after everything I had endured, my husband left me for another woman.

Today, I live alone with my two children. Life is not easy. Without a husband to support us, I have to work hard to provide for my family. I work in the rice fields to earn an income and meet our basic needs.

My story is a story of pain, but it is also a story of survival, courage, and resilience. I experienced physical violence, threats, reproductive coercion, abandonment, and economic hardship. Despite everything I went through, I chose to protect my child and refused to give up. Today, I continue working every day to provide for my two children and give them a better future. My experiences have taught me that even in the most difficult circumstances, a woman can find the courage to stand up for herself and protect what matters most.
ACTION ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE (AGBV)

Under the support of Quaker Service Norway, the Self-Help Groups’ (SHGs) facilitators from Giheta and Gitega have been supervising the 38 SHGs they have created. 

MEDICAL TEAM
CONSULTATIONS

Our medical doctors consulted with 82 cases, including 9 adults (4 men and 5 women), 1 girl-child, 30 HIV positive people and 42 pregnant women for ultrasound. The nurse received 176 patients including 129 adults and 47 children.

LABORATORY

In the month of August, apart from HIV voluntary testing, there were a total of 260 tests.

	Test


	Test completed
	Positive
	Negative

	G.E.

Malaria test
	40
	10
	30

	Quick malaria test
	22
	5
	17

	ECBU

Urine test
	18
	18
	0

	Selles

Stool test
	11
	11
	0

	Pregnancy
	34
	7
	27

	Sero-widal

.Typhoïd fever
	50
	27
	23

	Glycémie

Diabetes
	13
	6
	7

	RPR VDRL

(Syphilis)
	19
	1
	18

	Complete Blood Count
	22
	13
	9

	Hepatitis B
	6
	0
	6

	Hepatitis C
	6
	0
	6

	Viral Load
	19
	1
	18

	Total Tests: 260


FAMILY PLANNING

 879 People received contraceptives from FWA’s nurse, including 410 old cases and 472 new ones. 730 received the contraceptive injection, 63 received pills, 60 received male condoms at Ntaseka clinic, 3 received UID and 26 received implants.

PRENATAL CONSULTATION (PNC)

In August, 56 women came for prenatal consultation (PNC), including 14 who came for PNC 1, 18 for PNC 2, 15 for PNC 3 and 9 for PNC 4.

42 pregnant women came for the ultrasound test.    

ANTI-RETROVIRAL SITE

At the end of August, we had 330 patients under retro drugs followed at NTASEKA clinic, including 267 women and 63 men. 

PHARMACY

Regarding medications, FWA was able to purchase the minimum needed medicine. 

PSYCHOSOCIAL TEAM

In the month of August; 38 people were tested for HIV and received pre and post HIV test counselling. Among the four people detected with HIV, three of them were women with 11% of seropositivity.

	Total Number of People Tested:
	38

	Total Number of Women Tested:
	30

	% of People Tested Who Are Women:
	79%

	Average Age:
	 32

	Median Age: 
	 29

	Total HIV+ :
	 4

	Total HIV- :
	34

	Number of Women HIV+ :
	3

	Total % Seropositivity:
	11%

	% of Women Tested Who Are HIV+:
	10%


MORE PHOTOS

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fVA1MtInC-2ik1PJjifH_gxWLzv3s9D4?usp=sharing
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