International Cassowary Recovery Team 
The Australian Rainforest Foundation (ARF) is working with zoological societies, members of the AZA (Association of Zoos and Aquariums) Ratite Taxon Advisory Group, universities, conservationists, ecologists and behavioral research managers to create a multi-organizational International Cassowary Recovery Team and Center for cassowary research.  This effort will advance the important conservation operation of saving the endangered cassowary and its habitat.  The Southern Cassowary is native to Tropical North Queensland and will be the main focus of these studies.  The Northern Cassowary and the Dwarf Cassowary are native of Papua New Guinea and surrounding islands and will also be studied.  As the ‘Gardener of the Rainforest’, the cassowary dispenses the seeds of rare and threatened plants which need to pass through the cassowary’s digestive system in order to germinate.  This is why the cassowary is listed as a Keystone Species.  Both the Queensland and Australian Commonwealth governments have listed the cassowary as an Endangered Species.  A percentage of funds raised through this GlobalGiving project, will go to the International Cassowary Recovery Team and be dispersed by its Advisory Board.   

The ecological and behavioral studies being conducted on the cassowary and the rainforests it inhabits will be happening on three fronts: Australia, America and Europe.  Using technology developed out of the Chicago Zoological Society (Brookfield Zoo), behavioral studies data on the cassowary will be collected, interpreted and shared between the working partners.  Over the next few years, zoologists, biologists and behavioral research managers in America, Australia and Europe will be recording behavioral data on the cassowary in captivity.  There are a number of organizations taking part in these behavioral studies and this research is vital to answering the many questions surrounding the elusive cassowary.  Information learned will be applied to cassowary behavioral studies (as well as ecological studies) in Australia in the wild, semi-wild and in captivity.  

The Australian Rainforest Foundation (ARF) is also coordinating and financing research efforts and training opportunities in Australia, as well as in America, and helping develop future study sites.  The ARF is also working to create an international facility for cassowary rehabilitation, research and breeding on land owned by the ARF.  This facility will act as a center for scientific and academic knowledge collection and research into cassowaries in captivity, the semi-wild and in the wild.  Professionals, volunteers, students—anyone with the passion and drive for Cassowary Conservation (and Endangered Species Management), will be able to utilize this innovative international facility.             

An internship program, being developed by Dr. Les Moore, Research Scientist, out of James Cook University in Cairns, Queensland, Australia, will allow career-minded students to participate directly in the Australian studies.  Internships will give students the incredible opportunity to actually take part in field work involving vulnerable and endangered species.  Dr. Moore has nearly completed his work on the credited course (tentatively titled Ecology and Management of Endangered Species) and is now in consultations with James Cook University (JCU) to host the internship in Australia.  Purdue University out of West Lafayette, Indiana, is also consulting with the Australian Rainforest Foundation and JCU on taking part in this international educational opportunity.  Purdue may also bring in other American universities and help coordinate Study Abroad opportunities for students attending different schools as well.    

A natural progression of this GlobalGiving project is the designing of models and management tools for environmental impact assessments and population estimations by conservation managers for endangered species all over the world.  Some of the students eventually taking part in the international internship will one day be the conservation managers, leading efforts around the world to save some of earth’s most important Keystone Species.  The coordinated activity and information sharing and interpretation between experts in the field and experts studying captive behaviors and behavioral social systems (example breeding, chick rearing, size of bird, etc…), will boost our knowledge of the cassowary and other rainforest species.  Gaining knowledge is the key to saving endangered and threatened species.  The cassowary’s importance on its bio-diverse habitat is very important to Man and the environment.  The world needs rainforests and their bio-diversity.  The cassowary’s job is vital to one of the world’s most important rainforests, and the International Cassowary Recovery Team is working to ensure the cassowary is always around to do its job.  

Founder members of the International Cassowary Recovery Team

Roger Phillips has spent most of his working career in senior management and marketing roles having served as CEO of the South Australian Tourism Commission, marketing manager of the Melbourne Tourism Authority and manager of Community Relations with the Wet Tropics Management Authority. Roger took up the position of CEO of the Australian Rainforest Foundation in 2002. 

Roger holds a Bachelor of Education degree and numerous graduate certificates in business and training. While at the South Australian Tourism Commission Roger was chosen to attend Columbia University’s Graduate School of Business, International Marketing program in New York and was also awarded the Pacific Asia Tourism Association’s Gold award. Roger has been inducted as a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management. 
Warren George Entsch is described as a handy man with snakes, crocodiles and other wild creatures.  He was the Federal member for the Far North Queensland electorate of Leichhardt, in the Australian Parliament. He was first elected in 1996, and was returned at three subsequent elections. 

Born in Babinda, Queensland, Warren served in the Royal Australian Air Force 1969-78. His background is diverse encompassing careers in real estate development, grazing and crocodile industry and company director before entering politics. He is the father of three sons and now spends his time between Cairns and his farm on the Atherton Tablelands. 

Warren’s deep passion for wildlife and conservation has been evident with his avid support of the ARF since its inception, securing significant Federal funding over the years.  Warren brings invaluable experience to the ARF board. 
Sara Hallager is a Biologist in the bird house at the National Zoo. She received her Bachelors degree in Zoology from the University of Maryland and has been employed at the National Zoo since 1987. She is active in the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and is Chair of the AZA kori bustard Species Survival Plan and the AZA Ratite Taxon Advisory Group. She serves as the International Studbook Keeper for kori bustards and buff crested bustards and is the North American Studbook Keeper for red-legged seriemas.  She also serves as Vice Chair on the AZA Animal Welfare Committee as well as the Vice Chair of the AZA Avian Scientific Advisory Group. She has over 20 years experience with avian management and husbandry in a zoological setting. Her primary research focus is on the captive management of kori bustards and she has conducted field research on kori bustards in Kenya. She currently participating in efforts to reintroduce the red-necked ostrich into Niger, coordinated by the Sahara Conservation Fund as well as working with the Australian Rainforest Foundation in its effort to save the cassowary in Australia. She has published numerous articles in peer reviewed journals.

Dr. Les Moore was employed by the flagship government research group CSIRO for most of his career.  During this time he worked on birds and mammals in all biomes across Australia including field studies in Canberra, New South Wales, South Australia, Western Australia and north Queensland.  For the past 20 years his work and research interest has focused on the ecology and management of rare and threatened species as demonstrated by his MSc [Ecology and population viability analysis of the Southern Cassowary at Mission Beach] and PhD research [Ecological separation, rarity, and commonness in Australian White-tailed Rats].  He was a founding member of the Wet Tropics Southern Cassowary recovery team and has authored or co-authored more than 35 reports and scientific papers on cassowaries.

 In 1988 Les conducted the first comprehensive field study of the southern cassowary in North Queensland, walking over 2500 kilometres of rainforest transects between Townsville and Cooktown.  The study resulted in a detailed description of the distribution, status, threatening processes and conservation opportunities for the cassowary between Townsville and Cooktown. It forms the basis of current cassowary knowledge in Australia and resulted in the nomination of the cassowary as an endangered species in the Wet Tropics. 

Since then Les has undertaken extensive cassowary survey work in the Daintree lowlands and the coastal lowlands of the Mission Beach area. His current research at James Cook University focuses on the impact of roads on the cassowary population at Mission Beach.  The study has identified and monitored 80 major cassowary road crossings, the general mitigation options, and implications for connectivity within the Mission Beach area.
Nicole LaGreco is the Animal Care Supervisor at the San Diego Zoo’s Avian Propagation Center.  After attending Arcadia University and receiving a degree in Psychobiology, she was fortunate enough to be offered a position at Zoo Atlanta as a keeper in the Birds and small mammals department.  After several years as a keeper she wanted to become more involved in the conservation efforts promoted by AZA.  In 2005, she petitioned the AZA to create the Double-Wattled (Southern) Cassowary studbook and was awarded the studbook in late 2005.    


To gain more experience working with birds, she accepted a position at the San Diego Zoos Avian Propagation Center in 2006.  This position has given her the opportunity to gain invaluable experience with an incredible diversity of birds.  To continue her desire to work with AZA programs, in 2008 she was awarded the African Pygmy Falcon studbook.  


Nicole’s desire to work with animals and conservation efforts was fulfilled last year when she began working with the Australian Rainforest Foundation.  Their efforts to save the Cassowary and its natural habitat exemplify the type of program she wants to support and help in any way possible.

Mike Taylor graduated from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of Science degree in Poultry Science. Shortly after graduating, he started working for White Oak and has been there for over 27 years. During this time he has worked with a wide range of animals; rhino, zebra, antelope, gazelle, cheetah, Florida panther, to name a few mammal types and waterfowl, cranes, curassows, cassowary, hornbills, parrots, to name a few avian types. He has been in charge of the bird collection as the Avian Supervisor for over 20 years. Since 1994, White Oak Conservation Center (WOCC) has been involved with the US Fish and Wildlife Service as one of only two facilities breeding and reintroducing MS sandhill cranes, a critically endangered subspecies of the sandhill crane. Mike was also involved with the reintroduction of a group of West Indian whistling ducks to the country of Dominican Republic . WOCC has recently joined the Andean Condor Species Survival Plan (SSP) in their reintroduction program with the first group from WOCC slated to go to Columbia , South America in 2010. Mike was the Palm Cockatoo SSP Coordinator for 15 years and has been the Palm Cockatoo North American Regional Studbook Keeper since 1990. Mike has been working with cassowaries since 1989 when WOCC received their first cassowaries with the goal of producing parent-reared offspring. It is this experience, along with the reintroduction experience, that Mike brings to the International Cassowary Recovery Team. 
 
 
Dr. Jason Watters of Chicago Zoological Society heads the EthoTrak team. He has experience studying many species in the field, the lab and the zoo.  The Colonel Stanley R McNeil EthoTrak System was developed in 2004. Unique in its ability to promote multi-institution collaboration, EthoTrak is the product of a partnership between animal behavior scientists and IT specialists. The EthoTrak team works together in all aspects of the project from implementation to ensuring that this unique tool remains timely. 
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Linda Vallade has worked in agriculture study abroad since 1991.   She has been instrumental in developing the College of Agriculture study abroad into one of the top programs on campus.  She is responsible for the overall leadership for study abroad within the College.  Currently 25% College of Agriculture graduates have participated in a study abroad program – the highest percentage of any college at Purdue.  

Vallade is a member of NAFSA: National Association for International Educators and Phi Beta Delta (Honor Society for International Scholars).  A member of the team awarded the College of Agriculture 2003 Agriculture Team Award, she is also a recipient of the Michael P. Malone Award through NASULGC (National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges).  She has traveled to many partner institutions to better serve Purdue students and to solidify Purdue’s affiliations.

Jo Gregson is Curator of Birds at the Paignton Zoo Environmental Park.

She has extensive experience in working with and breeding captive cassowaries. Paignton Zoo now has one of the most numerous collections of the Southern Cassowary in Europe.

Jo holds EAZA vice chair positions in both the Ratite and the Pigeon and Dove TAGs and further sits on several other species committees.

She is an active participant in the Socorro Dove Reintroduction project and also heads a team of aviculturists working towards the reintroduction of the Cirl Bunting to the UK county/region of Cornwall. Jo has also been instrumental in the transfer and care of several specimens of the threatened South African Bank Cormorants, a species not held in European collections for many years. There is an urgent need for the captive propagation of this important bird.    

Dr. Gary Krupnick is the Head of the Plant Conservation Unit at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History.  Bio is pending.   

Paul Medici is the Manager of American Operations for the Australian Rainforest Foundation.  For the past two years, Paul has been raising awareness to the Australian Rainforest Foundation’s mission here in America and securing funds for its many operations.  Based out of Indiana, Paul helps coordinate the efforts and activities of the working partners on the International Cassowary Recovery Team (ICRT), and is helping build the team up.  Paul is also responsible for securing funds for the operation and is raising awareness to the importance of the ICRT to individuals, Foundations, organizations and companies.               

Paul’s background in Marketing and his ten years experience in the investment finance arena allows him to treat donors as if they were clients of the ARF.  Clients need to be treated with respect and kept up-to-date on operations, and Paul enjoys keeping the ARF’s donors up-to-speed on the Foundation’s activities and successes.  Paul has won numerous awards for his customer service and investment work including the 1996 First Chicago NBD All-Star Award and the First Chicago NBD 1997 Top Gun award for quality customer care.  Paul was also recently awarded this past May 2009 by his peers on the International Cassowary Recovery Team for his efforts in helping set up the 2009 North American Cassowary Conference at White Oak Conservation Center in Yulee, FL.  
